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SCILLY AT A GLANCE
xvest the six or so hours from London to the western tip of Cornwall's Land's End peninsula and
on the clifftop looking west past the Longships Lighthouse in the direction ofNorth America. If the

\veather is kind, and that is not always so in this part of Britain, you may perhaps see a cluster of tiny islands
huz€=ing the horizon away to the southwest. These are the Isles of Scillv, a Iow-lying archipelago, with

more than 50 metres high, comprising two hundred or so small islands and lesser rocks situated
(28 luiles) out into the North Atlantic.

(inly the five largest islands are inhabited and although one, Tresco, is managed privately by the

Darrien-Sillith flunily, all are in the ownership of the Duchy ofCornwall. The total resident human population
, the region of2,()()() souls, although this can and often does double during the summer holiday season.

St Mary's, with a landmass of 629 hectares and a population of 1,200, is the largest of the five inhabited
the others being Tresco, St Martin 's and Bryhcr, plus St Agnes and the partly attached Gugh. TheisiX

Scillonian climate is significantly influenced year-round by thc proximity of the GulfStream, with resultant
nniid 'A'inters and largely dry sununcrs, the islands experiencing little seasonal variation in tennpcrature.
Winter months are marked by thc near absence of frost, plus frequent strong winds and rain from off the
North Atlantic. Most workable fhrn11and is under individual tenancy agreement, with most untenanted

and thc uninhabited islands managed under lease by thc Isles of Scilly Environnnental Trust.land

latc 19th and early 20th century witnessed the growth ofa thriving winter flower industry supplying

cagey nnainland markets, with an associated decline in the extent of grazing land. Although Narcissi, in
parüctilar, thrive in Scilly's mild climate, frequent strong winds cause costly crop damage. To resolve this
probi'-'lll, high hedgerows ofevergreen shrubs, e.g. Pittosporum crassifolium, Escallonia macrantha, ()lcaria

l"'rsii, Euonymusjaponicus,Hedgc Veronica Hcbcfi•anciscannor Tamarisk Tamarixgallica, now provide
•tion for nunurous snmll fields, typically of about halfa hectare. Tourism, flower farming and fishingprot

shellfish) now the basis ofScilly's economy. Tourisnl underwent a period of sustained growth
duriltg thc century but may now have stabilised and is in any event lilliited by several factors,
inci1iQi1ng local housing demands, increasing transport costs and, at least until rccently, a shortagc of fresh

mecate: , Flower fånning too may currently be experiencing a downturn, in part owing to improvements in

naainidlld production capabilities but also owing to increased competition frorn world Inarkets, the richly
scented bunches of Soleil IYors and sirnilar flowers now competing on thc florist's shelves with exotic
bloon», flown in daily fi•onn as far away as South America.

Tive• islands were largely treeless until thc start of the 2()th century, with just a few wind-pruned clnns
, probablv Cornish Elm U. stricta (Coleman, M. 2()()2. British Elms. British Wildlifc 1 3: 390—395 ) )

SILintc•d Salix (probably Goat Willow S. caprca) thriving in low, mainly dalnp arcas and with
walk-i fields nnaintained mostly as grazing. A period of intensive tree planting during thc early 192()s
h
era i thc appearance of nunnerous shelterbelts on inhabited islands, primarily of introduced Monterey

Pint• Fill us radiata. Nowadavs, substantial areas of Common Reed Phragmites communis occur around
Great Pool and around Porth Hellick and Lower Moors pools on St Mary's, having apparentl)

bCCi• inu•oduced during the mid- to late 19th century. These reedbeds are now perhaps the most significant
ornwalPs Rix er Tamar after those fringing thc Marazion pools to the east of Penzance.
35 islands are suitable for breeding seabirds in addition to four of the five already tnentioned

of these are Sanu;on, which until quite recentlv was inhabited, and the only slightly snvaller Annet,
whic- the undoubted nyain seabird breeding site in Scilly.

tnce ofScillv's historical past abounds, among the most obvious being stone-lined burial charnbers

ofSanlson's north and south hills, or above GLIÜh's eastern slopes. Most of these probabl\
date between 5()() and 1,000 P,c:, whereas well-preserved reinains of prehistoric buildings exist at

on St Mary's and on Nornour in the Eastern Isles. Fly over the shallow waters linking the
islane• at iou' tide and in fine weather Bronze Age field vcalls beconye readily apparent still, five of the six

largev i!, lands having been joined until sonle tinne during the first millennium A1); the exceptions are St
'Agnes and the associated Western Isles, all of which seem always to have been separated a deep-water

V)uring exceptionally low tides it is still possible to walk (or wade) the several kilometres from
i rese to St Martin's and then south across C.row Sound to Bar Point on the northern tip ofSt Niarv'.s

alth( not without proper preparation and not without ensuring others have been infl»rnwd
. lilav go out a long vcay, but thev conne in again rapidiv!



Sci
rous

oun

Yctol
find

edin

mis
artli
npo
'etre
top-I
fcha
Ible

be
r»unc
it is

not to significantly affZ•ct overall figures.blovs

s ca. Estimated Land Areas for Individual Islands
ng i

Inhabited Islandi tain

Bryheru es
St Agnes
(Gugh )

-e.Sel
St Martin'sles rc
(White Island, St Martin's)ailec
St Mary's•rns
Trescoffer
Totalfutu

Central Isles
HIVS

Puffin Island
s int

Samsonecol
White Island, Sannsonacl c
Total

e lin
Western Isles

ve av Annet
an Gorregan

Melledgan
Rosevean
Rosevear
Total

Birds of the Isles of Scilly

THE CONSERVATION IMPORTANCE OF THE ISLANDS
The Isles of Scilly comprise the final decayed stage of a once significant mountain chain known as the

Armorican Mountains and they are now the sole European example ofa Lusitanian seini-oceanic archipelago

VK Biodiversity Steering Group 1995 1. They have also been identified as an Important Bird Area (IBA

under European legislation and are pr()posed as a Special Protection Area (SPA) and a RA.'MSAR site. In

addition, they are a designated Area ofOutstanding Natural Beauty and a Heritage Coast site. A voluntary
Isles of Scillv Marine Park encompasses almost all islands and operates out as fhr as the 50-metre depth

contour, this Park being jointly acknowledged by the Duchy of Cornwall, Isles of Scilly Environmental

Trust, local Sea Fisheries Committee, Isles of Scilly Council and English Nature.
Some 23 sites totalling just over 800 hectares or 50% of the total landmass, on both inhabited and

uninhabited islands, have been designated as Sites ofSpecial Scientific Interest (SSSI) by the Governnu•nt's

statutorv nature conservation advisers, English Nature, either for their botanical or ornithological ilnpor-
tance. Sinnilarly, nvany buildings, fortifications and archaeological sites are Inanaged by English Heritage.

The islands are the only published English Storm Petrel breeding site and more species of seabirds
annuallv breed in the islands than at any other site in England or Wales. In addition, some passerine breed-

ing densities may bc greater in Scilly than anywhere else in Britain. The islands also hold nationally or perhaps

internationally important numbers of a few species. Wintering Sanderlings, för example, reach levels of
national importance (Lock 1999) and perhaps up to 3% of British Shag and 4% of Great and Lesser Black-

backed Gull populations breed. Wintering numbers of these last two species, and perhaps of Little Egret

and Greenshank, are probably also nationally significant, as may be some wintering wildfowl populations.

In addition to all of this, of course, the geographical position of the islands makes thelm extrennely

itnportant to tired, disorientated migrant birds from places far renuwed from western Europe, as beconncs

abundantlv evident fronl the fk)llowing pages.

ISLAND SIZE
Geographically thc islands occupy an area about 18 bv I kilonnetres, the actual arca of landmass involved

being smaller. Thc fi)llowing Table shows approximate island land areas as obtained from various sources.

In thc case of sonu• smaller islands, areas shown arc approxinyate but thc landinass involved is snnall enough
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Northern Isles

Castle Brvher

Illisxvilgig

Maiden Bower
Men-a-Valli'
Niincarlo
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Round Island
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Eastern Isles
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EARLY SCILLONIANS
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1.23
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4.4
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2.9
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4.4
1.6

4.9

4.4

5.9

3.3
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certain about thc origin of carlv Scillonian populations and even less about how andl.iitlc
iers arrived in the islands. However, given thc archipelago's geographical position, nauticaltile

anu•nable climate, subsequent communities seen) likelv to have conlprised a niix of

urcs and rciigions, as indeed rather remains the case to the present day. First authoritative

piace

isiand„

apparent presence originates fi-om about 2, 25() BC., though brief visits and pcrhaps longer

throughout thc late Neolithic to early Bronze Agc periods, i.c. from as early as

I Such evidence as there is för a Rt presence spans the period A1)

departure, littic again is of Scilly, save that Viking raiders :naintaincd a base

I.•moved by: King Athelstan around Al) 928 (Vvvyan 1953). Ir was the latter who iefi in

carrison iOrces. in AD 938, Benedictine noonks settled in the islands and are popularly

. Tresco Abbev and a convent in Y-lolv Valc on St Mary's. From around

the control of Tavistock Abbey, this remaining verv much the situation through
property upon Dissolution of the Monasteries in 1539.

, of fi)llows, the next Inost inw'ortant milestone in Scillonian historv was
. I of the islands ti-o:m thc Duchv ofCornwall in 1835, under the impressive titic

. as. a consequence, Augustus rennoved hinnself from his co:niörtable Hertfordshire

residence in I resco Abbev, committing his considerable organisational skills

iii? on thc islands for all, though such attentions were not universaliv ivelconwd.
in 1 872, Augustus was succeeded bv his nephew Lieutenant Thonnas Algernon (Algy)

T inornaq's death in 191 8, control of thc islands ilHt1rn passed to his son, Maior Arthur



Birds of the Isles of Scilly

Algernon Dorrien-Smith. With thc exception ofTresco, the lease of all inhabited islands reverted back to
the Duchy ofCornwall in 1920.

The geographical position ofScilly,within thc Western Approaches, makes them strategically important
to Britain's defence, a point not lost on successive monarchs and governments. Evidence of this prevails,
for example in the form of extensive fortifications surrounding the St Mary's Garrison, in Cromwell's
Castle on Tresco, and in that part ofHugh Tmvn known as The Parade. However, since its conversion to

a communal park the previous use of the last named has become rather less obvious, but early photographs
exist showing this former military parade ground in its apparently original state. With a military presence
of one kind or another in the islands throughout most of the last millennium, it would be truly surprising
if that had not also left its mark in the genetic make-up of the community, to say nothing of the plethora

of passing shipping, from lowly merchantmen to mighty man-of-war, many of which would have been
forced to take shelter within the islands during bad weather. Today, the troops have gone and the only
naval presence involves the occasional passing warship, crews of which seldom now enjoy the pleasures of
shore leave in the islands.
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Albatrosses

Black-browed Albatross sighting dates
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the annual IOSIM!. Black-brcmved Albatross having to conopete that year \Vith Black Duck Anas rubripcs,
senlipalmated Plover C„/mradrilts scmipalmntus, Pallid Swift Apus pallidus and Red-eyed Vireo Virco

so retarrettably xve have only very briefinformation . No age is civen in the IOSBR for the Linreported
individual, claimed for Crow Sound, to the north of St Mary's, on 22nd October.

Albatross Diomedea/ Thalassarche/Phoebetria

Extremely rare vagrants, full written description required by the BBRC in all cases.
()ne off Golden Bar, St Mary's] Penhallurick 196911921
( off St Mary's 19th October British Birds 82: 5()81986

oceanic seabirds breeding in the Southern Hemisphere and occasionally reaching northern oceans.
N lost likely to reach thc North Atlantic are Black-browed T. mclanophris, Yellow-noscd T. chlororhync/yos

Black-footed nigripes, Wandering T). ctl,tlans and Royal D. cpomophara. Generic status of albatrosses
reclassified November 2()()2 (Sangster ct al. 2()()2).

An secn initially off Jackie's Point and then off Giant's Castle, both St Mary's, on 19th

()ctober 198(6 thought probably to have been Black- browed, but owing to uncertainties over bill
it v.'as not assigned to a particular species by the BIBRC (IOSBR 1986; British Birds 82: 5()8). This

was preceded the Cornish mainland by a similar record ofan unidentified albatross near Marazion, just
east of Penzance, on 23rd August 1964 ( CBWPSAR 37). However,Pcnhallurick ( 1969) drew attention to

1 1 sighting shown in thc T resco Abbey records as having involved an unidcn tified albatrossfar earlier,

off 'Golden probablywhat is now known as Golden Ball, between Tresco's northern end and nearby
Men-a-Vaur.

Fulmar (Northern Fulmar) Fulmarus glacialis A
Resident and possible migrant, breeds in noticeably increasing numbers.

111/1////////*,

Frag:nenrarv breeding distribution, in North Atlantic II-ono northwest France, Great Britain and NeM—
ik)undlanc; nortluvards; in Pacific from Sea ofOkhotsk north and east to southwest Alaska. Migratory and
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Birds of the Isles ofScilly

dispersive, in West Palearctic wintering south to about limit ofbreeding range. Polytypic: nominate glacialis

occurs North Atlantic; rodgcrsii north Pacific. Upgraded from Green to Amber-listed in UK 2002: 50% or

more ofbreeding population at ten or fewer sites (Gregory ct al. 2002
The fact that within the North Atlantic by the mid- to late 19th century Fulmar was still confined to St

Kilda and that it was not recorded breeding in Shetland until 1878, means that it played no part in the

early ornithology ofScilly. Indeed, even at the time ofpublicationof Thc Handbook ofBritish Birds (Witherby
ct al. 1940) its authors were able to describe Fulmar only as present in Scilly and not yet shown to breed.

First mention of it in CBWPSAR comes with the 1936 descriptionofone seen 20 lililes west-northwest of

the islands on I Ith June that year, with a second off the Western Rocks on 20th June the following year,

local fishermen commenting on not having seen the species previously. In nearby Ireland, first recorded
breeding, in Co. Mayo, occurred around 1907 (Witherby 1911 with the timing of similar events down

the western coasts from St Kilda being well documented: Orkney 1891, Cape Wrath 1897, Barra Island

1899—1902, Handa Island 1900—01 and Flannan Isles 1902.
Certainly from the earlv 1940s onwards, Fulmars were seen about the islands annually, with birds

observed going ashore, but breeding, or attempted breeding, not recorded until an egg was found on
Bryher's Shipman Head on 24th June 1951 (CBWPSAR21 In 1952, three to four 'pairs' were said to be

•sitting tight' on rugged Men-a-Vaur, plus three 'pairs' on Shipman Head, though breeding was not

confirmed. Things clearly progressed at a pace, however, for by 1954 three eggs were located on Shipman

Head and four pairs were site-sitting on Men-a-Vaur, with even a Ione bird on remote Hanjaguc. The first

recorded hatching on Scilly involved a pair on Shipman Head in 1955, whereas thc first possible fledging

was not until 1 96(), when a ready-to-fledge youngster was scen on Men-a-Vaur (CBWPSAR 30).

By 1974, there were some 14 breeding pairs at six sites incorporating thc Northern, Western and

Eastern Isles, i.e. Men-a-Vaur, Round Island, Hanjague, Castle Bryher, Great Innisvouls and Gorrcgan
(Allen 1974). But as a measure of the continuing spread of Fulmars within the islands, by 1999 a total of

183 incubating birds were recorded on 15 islands, an increasc of nearly in 25 years, the greatest

number at any one site being 32 on Round Island (Seabird 2()()() data). Thc pattern of spread within the

islands has been recognisably one of occupation by one to two pairs, with egg-laying perhaps by year two,

but without productivity for several years. A few sites, e.g. Gugh's eastern side, were deserted after two to

three years of trial occupation.1
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Island
Annet
Gugh
Round Island
St Martin's Daymark
Menawcthan
Men-a-Vaur
Mincarlo
Castle Bryher
Great Innisvouls
St Martin's Whitc Island
Great Ganilly
Great & Little Arthur
Samson South
Gorregan
Hanjague

Nests
21
2

32
32

16

15

7
5

4
3

2

2

2

Distribution of 183 Incubating Fulmars — 1999 (Seabird 2000 data)

Interestingly, thc well-documented pattern of southward spread by breeding birds already referred to

is further supported by a small number of birds ringed as nestlings in southern Ireland and föund breeding
in Scilly, the only known source of Scillonian birds so far. And whilst not surprising, the degree of site

faithfülne.ss among breeding birds revealed by retrap data is also worthy of note. For reasons already

outlined,no Fulmars were ringed in Scilly up to 1970, although since then a total of 259 have been ringed,

46



alis

or

) St
the

u:rbv

t of
vear,
it-ded

Sland

irds

on
to be

not

nan
e first

and

gan
II of

eat-est
the

to

•d to

teding

Site

eadv
inged,

Petrels and Shearwaters

— unpublished data). In France, Fulnnars noxv breed as close
the majority as pulli (Scillonian Seabird Group

to Scilly as Brittany
( at least four sites) and Normandy (Guernner & Monnat 198(); Hagcmeijer & Blair

1997 j but it still reniains to bc established whether birds involved there were ringed originally in Scilly. In

Britain, Fulnmrs breed as close to Scilly as west Cornwall, whilst in Ireland, Little Saltee, the origin already

ot-three Scillonian breeding birds, rennains the nearest site to the islands. On Scilly, good numbers of birds

appear back at tlne breeding sites by the year's end.

FV4696/¯ Little Sal tee, Ireland 26th July 1980

FS95116 IAQi Little Saltee, Ireland 8th August 1981

Little Saltee, Ireland 10th June 199()
FR18177

St Martin's 9th July 1996FA79

Fulmar Selected Ringing Recaptures

[Bulwer's Petrel
One now rejected record involvin« an old skin specimen.
BBRC.

Gorregan 2nd July 1993
Gorregan 20th Julv 1994

Annet 7th July 1994

Menawethan 4th June 1998
Chale, Isle ofWight 16th Februarv 2()0()

Bulweria bulwerii] A
Full written description required by the

'near qcilly
'

2nd C)croberl Biological Clfration I: 53—7(); Ibis 134: 21 3|189-
()ceanic species with litnited, widely dispersed breeding distribution. Monotypic. Occurs equatorial and

northern Atlantic, e.g. Cape Verde and Canary Islands, with other known populations in northern and

central Pacific. Migratory, vacating North Atlantic in wintcr and Inoving south into tropical waters.

I}ulxvcr's Petrel has a solnewhat chequered history as a British species, with thc circunnstances of old

records varvlng. dependent on thc authority consulted. Palnocr (20()()) credited thc earliest record to a

bird ii)llnd in County Durham in 1837, thc skin of which w•as noisplaccd some 5()
years beförc

being rediscq and placed in thc Yorkshire Museum. I-lowcvcr, Morrison (1998) gavc thc finding

location för this specinncn as West Tanfield,Yorkshire. He credited the second British record to an undated

bird fronl Scari0( 'rough, North Yorkshire, in 1849 but most authorities attribute the second record to a

bird vcashcd dead near Scarborough on 28th February 19()8, thc skin of which is also in thc Yorkshire

2000).
Neither Naylor ( 1996) nor Evans ( 1994) mentioned the spec-inun in Oldham Museun•, nnarkcd 'Near

Scilly, England 2 ( )ctober 1 897' (J. Biol. Curation I: 53—7()). This record was recently considered by the
who that although identification was not an issue therc were 'elcnocnts ofdoubt surrounding

the ciainu•d circtunstanccs ofcollcction and the provenance of*the specimen' (BOURG 1992a). The
accepted records involvc an Irish sighting off Capc Clear Island in 1 975 and one ofTWalncy Island,

Ctnnbria, in 199(). However, Morrison gives details of 13 'at sca' records from England, Scotland, Walcs
or Ireland, six inshore records presunnably rejected by the two national comnnittees and II at sea off

Prance, i<orway or Italy. As at January thc wcrc reviewing all past records of this
species (RO URC. 2002)

[Matsudair-a's Storm-petrel/Bulwer's Petrel
Oceanodromc matsudairce/Buiweric bulwerii]

No accepted Scillonian record of either species.
i 1988 one at sca (49.20N 4.50M') 48 km southwest ofScillv 3rd Augustl Gantlett 1988; Swash

al. 1997
jr details OF}. t; Aver's Petrel distribution see that species. Matsudaira's Stornypetrel breeds Pacific islands

off Japan, off Sotltheast Asia and probably northern Indian Ocean
A bird scen froin the MV Chalice 'the Chalice petrel', during a pelagic trip in sea area

Sole, -IF kra of thc islands, on 3rd August 1988 is thought to have bccn one or other of these
two species (Gantlett 1988; SNvash 1988; Hume ct al. 1997). Although probably a moulting Bulwer's
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two other large shearwater species, there has been a marked increase recently in the number of records,
doubtless in line with the recent increased interest in seawatching in Scilly.

Sooty Shearwater occurs in greater numbers off Inainland Cornwall, e.g. monthly totals of 165 and
206 in August and September 1999 respectively and an annual total of just under 500 for the same vear( CBWPSAR 69).

Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus A
Summer visitor in decreasing numbers, currently known to breed on three uninhabited and three to
four inhabited islands; all-island population may now be as low as 200 pairs (Heaney ct al. 2002).

WithinWest Palearctic, breeds Britain and Ireland, Iceland, Faeroes, France (Brittany), Madeira and Azores,
also New Zealand and northwest North America, small presence northeast North America. Migratory or
dispersive. Polytypic: nominate puffinus occurs eastern temperate North Atlantic; five additional forms
sometimes considered separate species. Amber-listed in U K: 20% or more ofEuropean breeding population
in UR, 50% or morc at ten or fewer sites; unfavourable European conservation status (Gregory ct al. 2()()2).

This species and Storm Petrel Hvdrobatcspclagicusare thc two Icast known ofScilly's breeding seabirds,
fi)r perhaps obvious reasons, i.e. nocturnal and subtcrrancan breeding biology, and pelagic lifestyle. According
to Couch (in Rodd 1880), thc provincial name för this species was 'Skidden' though it is not used now, or
apparently not in Scilly. Earliest evidence of Manx Shearwater in Scilly comes from thc skeletal remains of
morc than one individual unearthed from the prehistoric site on Nornour in thc Eastern Isles (Turk 1971,
1984b). This species is seldom found at prehistoric sites in western European and its presence in Scilly
doubtless reflects its earlier availability (Turk 1971 ). As early as the 2nd century it was common to make
payment for land rental in the carcasses of young seabirds, generally referred to as 'puffins'. Morc recently,
this has been interpreted as referring to the Atlantic Puffin Fratcrcula arctica, whereas the truth is rather
different (Lockwood 1984). The term •puffin', or 'puffling' was originally attached to cured carcasses of

young Manx Shearwaters, an esteemed delicacy up until the 1 8th century, supplies ofwhich came regularly
fronn Scilly and thc Calf of Man, in particular. As evidence of the origin of the word 'puffin',
cites the scientific shearwater name Puffinus used by early naturalists, thc name Puffin only later being
attached to Fratcrcula arctica, perhaps through thc close association of these two species at breeding sites
such as Annet. Several writers have commented over the years on the presence of both species often in the

sanu burrow on Annct, e.g. Walpole Bond (1937).
To Scillv ihlls the distinction of being thc first recorded site in Britain or Ireland involving payment in

'puffins'. Gurney ( 1921 ) suggested the earliest mention was 1337, when the islands were leased bv Edward
III (Earl of Cornwall) to Abbot Ranulphus of Blancminster, for the costly sum of 6 shillings and 8 pence,
or 300 'Puffins' annually. However, Suffern (1939) drew attention to another document of 1337 or
thereabouts, Dcscriptipc Catalogue of Ancient l)ccds (IO Edward III), contained in the Public Records
Offices. This witnesses the subletting, by Ranulph de Blaunchminster (presumably the same Abbot
Ranulphus), of all or most of Scilly to John de Allet by way of 'knight-service and by service of keeping
Ranulph's castle in the said Isles for a certain time'. Indeed, the agreement apparently went even further,
för we see too that 'the said Ranulph has released and quitclaimed för self and heirs, to John and his heirs
the service of keeping the said castle for ever'. For his part, John appears to have agreed a (presumably
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annual) rent 13 shillings and 4 pence, or 150 'pufforum' in thc event of default, whereas John was

urantedthe to take 'poffonis' for his own use at a rate of one penny for three.

There not too lilany 19th centurv estimates of nunnbers ofbreeding Manx Shearwaters on Annet,

though Gurney thought there were no more than 200 pairs. He dismissed an apparent roosting two-Illile-

2 flock seen by a Captain YVhite of St Mary's in August 1885, and thought to contain 'manvlong i o.

thousands', as probably comprising birds from 'further north' (Gurney 1889).
.Nexervheles.s, Manx Shearwater was clearly abundant enough in Scilly at the beginning of the 20th

. Clark and Francis Rodd to rennark that during the breeding season the sea was thick xvith
century to••

them for haii' a lilile (0.8 km) off northeastern Annet (Clark & Rodd 19()6). And although there is

disureernent now over likely nulübers involved, Yarrell, in his A History of British Birds, described how
of Penzance regularly encountered flocks of at least 3()() around Annet's northern end during

June ( 1837—43; Rodd 1880). In addtion, Gilbert White estimated a July flock of at least
(in Jesse i and H W Robinson (1911 a) recorded local estimates ofbreeding nunffers on Annet in the

range | to 1 50,000: a far cry fro:n Gurney's estinmted 20() pairs.
Presumai-jlv Robinson was referring to individuals rather than. pair.s, but provides no additional

Other than confirming that the northern end ofAnnet was the species' stronghold in Scillv —

although noo.st nest on the southern end (pers. obs.). Earlier, in Frohawk stayed overnight on

Annet during early June, and based his estimate of I individuals on nunnbers observed
—16). T hg same author noted how thc calls of so nyany shearwaters in one place obscu red the1908,

noise of the sca \vashing onto thc rocks just 30 metres away. Conversely, Walpole Bond (1937) visited thc
islanci during daylight and so based his estimate of 'thousands' on thc nunnber of burrows seen,

noting that of those thev dug out, frono an arca ofappro.xinmtely two hectares, nearly all contained Manx

Shcarwatcrs„ rather than Puffins. However, thc most vivid account of being amongst Annet's shearwaters
conncs

( : J King ( 1924), who described thousands of birds, such that 'one's fhce is constantly fanned

bv thc their xvings, and one finds it wiser to sit down to avoid collision with them as they wheel
also described thc accu:ntllatcd noisc of thousands ofwings and calls as •perfectly deaicning'about.

Indirect support för this nunabcr of birds in Scilly conws from reports ft-ono early day seawatchers in west
Cornu•all, of whonn counted up to 20,()()() Manx Shearwaters passing during a single day in spring,
on a norriuvesterly course in the direction ofScilly (Thorpe 1935; Trahair Hartley 1935). As an indication

of nunnbers present on Annet even by thc mid-2()th century, on thc night of 1 7th—18th April 1958 morc
than 4()0 xvere ringed, thc session only ending when the supply of rings ran out (SAB()AR 1958). 1961 , up
to were being recorded ofTkhorc 1961—62) and again in 1971 (I()SBR 1971 ).

though? Viv: 197 (Ps Annct population in thc region of2()()() breeding pairs, pointing out, though, that lack

of previous data nvade it impossible to say whether this represented an increase or decrease since thc
beginning Ofthc 2()th century (Parsiow 197()), though a decrease was morc in kccping with 'other evidence'.

regular evening gatherings off northern Annet were well known even during the 19th century.Cicari•
North described how, in 1826, Millett, ofPenzance, attempted a shot at the flock, having heard they were
present (North 185()). However, North omitted thc outconu• of Millett's effi»rts, uniikc Mitchell,

described in detail how needing 'a few specimens more than I had dug out of the burrc»vs, I ran mv
boat to theln, and when thcy rose, got as many as I xvished, besides a unfV)rtunate cripples who
',vere on it

Yarrell 1937—43). Interestingly, Frohawk (in Trahair Hartley 1935) noted that on Scilly in
thc Inost returning Manx Shearwaters arrived fronn thc southeast.

Too i!Ttic IS available för us to assess the effects of coliccting pressures on the local Manx
population. Hovcever, Gurney (1871 ) felt sufficiently concerned over nunnbcrs killed

conunercia!iy on Annet to write to thc Zoologist concerning I ()() seen on sale at Leadenhall Market during
late 1871, which hc fut xvere probably killed on Annet. This vieM' was doubtless confirmed M'hen,

to Annet in mid-Niax 1887, Gurnev found extensive evidence of 'a terrible robberv' of
breedin t,nearvcaters or eggs a davs bet-ore, the south end of the island having been 'dug over in all
directiqr Gurney 1889). Various writers (e.g. Joy 1912) noted how the Dorrien-Smiths
Annet as sanctuarv, so we nust assunve commercial collecting was either unauthorised, or at least controlled.
And as Gltrnev's 1887 visit to Annet was in Dorrien-Smith's own vacht there seems little doubt that at

least th:- Incident nrntioned above was unauthorised.
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We know that breeding Manx Shearwaters on Annet still fall victim to large gulls Larus. H W Robinson
(1911 a) suggested that both Great L. marinus and Lesser Black-backed Gulls L. fuscuswere involved, but
the former seems more likely (pers. obs.). Predation by large gulls has been an often-suggested main cause
of shearwater decline on Annet, but there is no acceptable evidence to that effect and the true causes
doubtless lie elsewhere. Parslow (1967a) concluded that there was no evidence gull predation had caused
a serious depletion in any shearwater population. Nevertheless, there have been occasional incidents of

gull nests, or even gulls theinselves, being destroyed on Annet, presumably in response to these reports of

predation. However, incidents such as the wreck of the SS Castlefordon the Crebewethens on 8th June
1887, when, according to reports, at least 250 out of 450 head of cattle were rescued and temporarily
landed on Annet, have the potential for substantially greater harm. Allegedly, these animals remained on
Annet for some ten days, though the need for fresh svater would have demanded their urgent removal. As
Gurnev put it when summarising his visit to Annet, 'there appeared to be a fatality on the poor Shearwaters
in 1887, for before they had time to recover (from digging out). .. five hundred head of cattle were saved
from the ship ( Castlcford), and landed there. They trampled everything to pieces, broke in all the Shearwaters'
holes, probably destroying nvany birds, and made a ruin of everything' (Gurney 1889). Interestingly,
Gurney suggests that all 5()0 or so cattle were landed on Annet from the Castleford.

Other writers commented more recently on the threat posed by grazing animals to shearwater and
petrel colonies (e.g. Batten ct al. 1990) and 250 head of cattle on Annet represents about eleven animals
per hectare. However, excluding Annet's substantial arca ofThrift Armcria maritima, which today covers
one-third to a half ofthe island, temporary grazing density from the Castlefordwas likely to havc been perhaps

nearer about 25 per hectare. Doubtless, large numbers of Manx Shearwater and Puffin burrows were
destroyed during those ten days and an unknown nunffcr of birds trampled underground. Rescuers of the
Catlcfin•d's cattle cargo reportedly received L2.()0 per head, the recovered animals then being transported
to Falmouth. However,welcome as thc reward money undoubtedly was, it probably failed to repay the cost of
rebuilding thc pilot gig O &M, after a steer fell onto her bow from thc deck ofthc stricken vessel. Drowned
cattle from thc incident washed ashore on the Cornish mainland as far east as St Ives and Mount's Bays.

Further pressures on Annet's Manx Shearwater colony came in thc fin-m of frequent egg-collecting
expeditions from mainland Britain. Examination ofManx Shearwater eggs in the collection of the British
Museum (Natural History) shows they include 45 eggs taken by 14 individuals and one group, from
Holloway College, during the period 188()—1936. Names on data cards read like a who's who of oology
and icludcd such luminaries as the Reverend F C R Jourdain, Charles Rothschild, F W Frohawk, Edgar
Chance and JWalpole Bond. And doubtless, many morc shearwater eggs taken on Annet still reside in the

numerous private collections that stand as a memorial to this aspect of Britain's shadowy past (Cole &
Trobe 2()()()). Most collectors apparently adopted a 'no nonsense' approach towards obtaining Annet
shearwater eggs and just dug out the burrows (e.g. Bidwell 1889). Mitchell (in Yarrell 1837—43) describes
hearing a chick calling an egg, whilst preparing a skin latc at night, two days after taking thc egg from
an Annet burrow. He was instantly reminded, so he claimed, of Asmodeus in the bottle! Frohawk even
described digging out one burrow to a length of 7 metres before finding thc incubating shearwater, with
an adult Rabbit ()ryctolagus cuniculus located a further 3.5 nnetres into the sanw burrow (Frohawk 1915—
16). The sanu-• author noted that whenever Manx Shearwaters and Puffins shared the same burrow, thc

fin-nu•r's egg was always furthest below
Various writers, e.g. Roberts (1929 described their visit to Annet without necessarily explaining why

they were there. In addition, we know from other publications, e.g. Cole and Trobe (2()()0) that Annet
figured high on the egg-collector's list of required visiting. One particularly interesting feature arising

flom exalninatlon of the British Museum collection was the discovery that A A Dorrien-Smith was Issuing

day permits to visit uninhabited islands as long ago as 1931. One casc involved the Souter brothers (sec

Table), who on 24th May that year were granted written pennission to land on 'any island except tern
islands för up to one hour'. The permit, marked No. 3 and in what appears to be Dorrien-Smith's own
hand, is still attached to the data card for the three Manx Shearwaters eggs taken bv the brothers on Annet
that sanu day. The question is, of course, did Dorrien-Smith know they were intent on taking shearwater
eggs — or that they also took Storm Petrel Hydrobatcs pclagicus eggs? Not that it was necessarily illegal at

that time and it may have been generallv accepted that people going ashore on islands in Scilly would take

eirgs. However, the action seeny; violently at odds with the concept ofmaintaining Annet as a sanctuary.
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Petrels and Shearwaters

still on the subject ofcollecting, a Manx Shearwater skeleton in the British Museum, taken in Scilly on
1st July 1924,

Reference 1924.7.4 is credited to H W Robinson, whereas one embryo and two adult spirit
taken in Scilly on 14th May 1928, Reference 28.5.9, and four skeletal specimens taken April

1926, Reference 26.4.30, are attributed to A A Dorrien-Smith.
Although Allen (1974) estimated the Scillonian Manx Shearwater population at 900+ pairs, he urged

caution•in using his figure, which was largely speculative. Allen's distribution was 800+ pairs on Annet,
50 or nnore each on Round Island and St Agnes, and perhaps residual populations on Tresco and

Brvher; breeding having only been proved on Round -Island in 1961 (Beswetherick 1961 ). For Annet this
represents a ureater than 50% decrease on Parslow's 1967 figure, over a period of seven years. Between

1957 and 1964 the former St Agnes Bird Observatory ringed a total of 2,545 shearwaters, almost all on
Annet, at an average of 318 annually. Certainly it would be difficult to ring even 100 in one year on the
same island today, though there is a strong element of chance involved in ringing this species, much of

relates to weather conditions. There also appears to be between-year variation in numbers present
within the islands, perhaps relating to local breeding conditions or to winter conditions at sea. In addition,
SAB() visits were apparently much earlier in the year and in greater numbers than in the 1990s.

1 889) mentioned Annet's long-standing freedom from rats Rattus and his suggestion thatGurnev (

this perhaps holds the secret to Annet's long and successful relationship with Manx Shearwaters (and

Storm Petrels ) could be at least partly true. Although why this island should have been consistently and
naturally rat-free is difficult to understand, it being probably the only well-vegetated island within the
archipelago not known to have held rats at some time. Most islands lacking more than just token vegetation,
e.g. l\lelledgan, or Mincarlo, are frequently inundated by winter seas, presumably making them untenable
to rats. Although Annet appears capable of retaining a viable rat population, that is evidently not so,
presunyably because winter seas wash over Annet sufficiently to affect its suitability to these animals. At
those sites where shearwaters and rats meet, e.g. Gugh, or St Agnes, numbers of shearwaters have either
remained low or may even have disappeared altogether (pers. obs.). Until Samson was cleared of Brown
Rats Rattus norpcqicus in the early 199()s, these animals moved down to the shorelinc during winter, thc
suggestion .bcing there was insufficient fi)0d 'inland' to ensure their survival (P J Robinson unpublished
data ). Round Island has been rat-free since at least the 1990s, the probability there being that, if thc island
ever •ec•as in ilestcd, it was cleared by Trinity House staff whilst the light was still permanently manned.

Island
Annet
Round Island
Shipman Head, Bryher
St Agnes
Gugh
St Helen's

Burrows
123
34
12

5

22
5

Distribution of 201 Occupied (Responding) Manx ShearwaterBurrows — 2000 (Heaney ct al. 2002)

recently, an estimate of the Scillonian Manx Shearwater population was attempted using diurnal
taped piayback, as part of the Seabird 2000 national survey (Heaney ct al. 2()()2). Results of the survey,
Corrected to take account of possible non-responding individuals, suggest something in the order of
apparently occupied burrows (see Table). For the islands as a whole, this represents a 9()% decrease from
Parslovc's 1 figure and a 78% decrease from Allen's 1974 assessment. For Annet, it represents an 85%
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decrease on Allen's 1974 finding, though that island nonetheless remains the main breeding site for this species
in Scilly. In recent years there have been attempts to assess the Annet shearwater population based on numbers
involved in evening gatherings of the island's northern end. This may be an unreliable method, however,
both because the number of non-brceders involved is unknown and because most evening observations
are made in good weather, whereas numbers of shearwaters going ashore may be greatel[ in bad weather.

There is little published information concerning the timing of Manx Shearwater breeding in Scilly
though birds seem to arrive offshore from late March and fledging young have been ringed on Annet in
late August and September. This means that eggs would have been laid around latc April Cramp ct al.
1977—94). Certainlv as long ago as 1904, Frohawk noted that hatching occurred during the latter half of

June, finding no young in any of the burrows examined in Scilly earlier in the month (Frohawk 1908 ).

Apart from Puffins, Manx Shearwaters on Annet must often share nest burrows with Rabbits, which on
island are also largely nocturnal (pers. obs.) — presumably in response to probable predation by large

gulls. Turk (in CBWPSAR 16, 1946) found there was variation in the amount of nest material used by

Manx Shearwaters, plus a positive relationship between the amount ofmaterial and the number of nest
parasites, which increased with the amount of material.

A minimum of 3,081 Manx Shearwaters have been ringed on Scilly, but only 152 of these since 1970
Undoubtedly the disparity in numbers between the two periods reflects the species' continued decline in
Scilly, though there may also have been an imbalance of time spent on ringing. No shearwaters were ringed
between 1970 and 1991, and since that time sessions have been restricted to one to two nights annually on
both Annet and Round Island. The majority of shearwaters were ringed when full-grown and 25 were
subsequently recovered elsewhere, all before 1970. Three (12%) moved south as fhr as Spain,
eleven (44%) reached south only as far as France (at least two of which were shot). A surprising number
were subsequently recorded north of Scilly, four (16%) off the coasts ofWales or Ireland and one as far

north as Cumbria. Five birds (20%) were recovered in Cornwall or Devon and two (8%) at sea 96 km and
152 km southwest of Scilly. Controls from elsewhere prior to 1970 involved birds from Lundy in Devon,

in Dyfed and one from Brittany. The only post-197() control involved a bird ringed as an adult
on Lundy Island, Devon, five years earlier.

There are two reports in the literature of Manx Shearwaters hitting the Bishop Rock Light. During
August 1884 several struck the lantern between lighting up and 4 am but were not killed, whilst on 3rd
September 1886 one struck and was killed some time after II pm (Harvie-Brown ct al. 1885, 1887).
Given the shortage in Scilly of suitably sized avian prey, e.g. Feral or Rock Pigeon Columba lipia, or
Jackdaws Corpus moncdula, it seenu; surprising there are no recorded instances of Peregrine Falcons Falco
pcrcgrinzts taking Manx Shearwaters in Scilly. In west Cornwall, Peregrines have been seen attacking
shearwaters (B King 1965a) and Penhallurick (1969) mentioned the remains ofa Lundy-ringed shearwater
found in a falcon's (presumably Peregrine Falcon) eyrie at St Agnes, mainland Cornwall, in July 1948. In
addition, at least one pair breeding beside Scotland's Loch Ness took several shearwaters (pers. obs.)
presumably birds using the Loch as a shortQlt between the Atlantic and the North Sea. Similarly, in west
Wales Grey Seals Halichoerus grypus have been observed catching Manx Shearwaters on the surface
(McCanch 1981 ) but there appears to be no record of this behaviour in Scilly, despite the regular presence
of Grey Seals around several of thc peripheral islands.

According to Cramp ct al. (1977—94), breeding birds return to the colonies fronl late February to early

May,with an influx ofolder ilnmatures around May.Adults conunencc leaving the breeding areas from July and
the young follow in September. Manx Shearwaters cross the mid-Atlantic to winter off coastal South
Anwrica, probably returning to Europe northwards off the African coast. Dispersal of the young to the

South Atlantic is rapid and young birds seld0111 visit the breeding colonies in their second calendar-year.

Year & Month
1880 Mav
1880
1890
1890 Mav
1890
1890/91 May

Island

'Scillf
'Scilly'

'Scilly'

'Scilly'

Annet
'Sciliv'

Eggs
4

1

1

2

2

8
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Collection
Prof. Wood-Jones
Prof. Wood-Jones
FCR Jourdain
Radcliffe-Saunders

Holloway College
Charles Rothschild



es

rs

•s

11.

of

in

st

o.
n
.d

h

d

It

d

g

n

e

e

Y

e

1894 May
1894
1897 May
1898

1899 May
1904 May
1905 June
1913 June
1936 May

Annet
Annet
Annet
Annet

Annet
'Scilly'
Annet
Annet
Bryher

10

1

5

2

1

2

1

2
3
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Edgar Chance
W Borrer-Tracv
FC Selous

W Borrer-Tracy
(obtained from Williams, Penzance)
FW Proctor
FW Frohawk
EW I-lounsom
J Walpole-Bond
JAF & RMT Souter

Annet Manx Shearwater Eggs in the British Museum Collection

Island
Annet
Round Island
Gugh

Responses Adjusted Figure
73
32
20

Bryher (Shipman Head) 11
St Agnes (Wingletang Down ) 5

St Helen's 5

123
34

22
12

5

5

201

Apparently Occupied Manx Shearwater Burrows — Year 2000 (Heaney ct al. 2002)

Controls

AT6()322
AT60408

AT60284

AT43656
AT61204
AT4363 (b

AT57755

AT58592

Recoveries

FA2264

AT24735

AT49812

FC37618

Ad
Ad

Ad
Ad

Ad

Ad
Ad
Ad

Ad

Pul

Ad

Ad

Ad
Pul

Ad
Ad

Ad

Scilly 18th June 1912
Annet July 1949
Annet July 1949
Annet 12th July 1952
Annet 18th April 1958
Annet 9th April 1958

Annet 18th April 1958

Annet 17th April 1958
Annet 16th August 1958

Annet 4th May 1957
Annet 27th April 1960

Annet 4th September 1958
Annet 1st September 196()

Lundy Island, Devon 21st July 1949
Skokholm, Pembrokeshire 9th July 1956

Ushant, Finistere, France 30th July 1957
Skokholm, Pembrokeshire
23rd August 1954

SH
SH

AS

CT

AS

FD

CT
CT
CT
CT

CT
Skokholm, Pembrokeshire 26th July 1957 CT
Skokholm, Pembrokeshire 6th July 1959 FD
Skokholm, Pembrokeshire
22nd August 1960 FD
Lundy Island, Devon 23rd July 1992 CT

CT

Finistere, France January 1914
Cape Finistere, France July 195()

Cape Finistere, France August 1950
Pontervedrs, Spain 16th September 1952
96 km southwest ofScilly 13th August 1958
Annet 25th August 1958
Bootle, Cumbria 22nd August 1962
152 km west-southwest of Scilly
16th April 1959
Loire-Atlantique, France 31st May 1960
Criccieth, Caernarvon 5th July 1960
Fairbourne, Merioneth 28th July 1960
Fuenterrabia, Guipuzoca, Spain
February 1962
Garretstown, Co. Cork 5th August 1963
Cabode Lastres, Spain 10th March 1966

Annet 4th June 1950
Annet 9th April 1958
Annet 25th August 1958

Annet 9th April 1958

Annet 17th April 1958

Annet 17th April 1958

Annet 22nd Mav 1961

Annet 3()th June 197()

Annet 30th June 1993
Annet 12th August 1997

Manx Shearwater Selected Ringing Recaptures
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Petrels and Shearwaters

difficult-to-seepelagic species, e.g.
large shearwaters Puffinus, Coloncctris, or Sabine's Gull Larus sabini,

plus at least five sightings up to mid-2001 of Zino's/Fea's Petrels Ptcrodroma madeira/fcac.

The Table lists only those records involving inshore sightings in Scillonian waters up to the year 2001,

the five birds during the years 1958—99 representing just over 18% of all BBRC-accepted records for that

period. More recently, i.e. by 2002, the species was known to be occurring sufficiently regularly for it to be

reported ill only general terms, e.g. 'two or more seen during pelagic trips from St Mary's on several dates

between 4th and 30th (August), with at least six on 14th' (Birding W01'ld 15:311). On 14th and 15th,

were also reported from the RMV Scillonian Illduring her routine crossing from mainland Cornwall.

\Vilson-s Petrels migrate north into all oceans, but the North Atlantic and Indian Oceans hold particular
Cramp ctal. 1977—94). Breeders and non-breeders commence moving north from late February

or March, lilainly along the coast of South America, with some offAfrica, most reaching the North Atlantic
bv June. By far the majoritv 'winter' in the Gulf Stream offNorth America but it is fairly numerous off

Iberia and in the Bay of Biscay, with fewer north of 450N (Bordeaux). Return to the South Atlantic

comnnencesin September,
birds lingering longer on the eastern side of the Atlantic, with stragglers into

or even Decelnber. Both Gantlett (1998) and Cramp ct al. (1977—94) draw attention to the

possibility ofthc slightly smaller subantarctic nominate occanicusoccurring in the West Palearctic alongside

the morc iikeiv cxaspcratus, in which casc future observers should perhaps concentrate on trying to establish

the presence ofboth forms in waters offScilly.

Storm Petrel (European Storm-petrel) Hydrobates pelagicus A

Summer visitor in large numbers, known to breed on eleven uninhabited islands, with prospecting
recently on several more, including at least three that are inhabited. The all-island breeding popu-
lation is currently estimated in region of 1,500 pairs (Heaney ct "l. 20()2). Main concentration is,

and may always have been, on Annet, and Scilly is the only published English breeding site for this
species.

Brccd.s northeast North Atlantic, from Iceland, Faeroes, Britain and Ireland, Norway, France, Spain into
western and central Mediterranean. Migratory and dispersive, wintering off South Africa. Monotypic,

though some authorities treat Mediterranean birds as a separate form, melitcnsis, or 'Mediterranean Storm
Petrel'. InciLldcd on Annex I of 1979 EEC 'Birds Directive'. Amber-listed in U K: 50% or more ofbreeding
population at ten or fewer sites; unfavourable European conservation status (Gregory ct al. 2()()2).

Probable first mention of Storm Petrel in Scilly comes
in an early account of the archipelago (Heath

1 75()), wherc we read that among the birds 'in all the islands' were Winnicks'. This is a Cornish name
which, apart from pertaining to the Storm Petrel, was applied to a puny child or person of small appetite
(Penhallurick 1969 ). More suitable perhaps is the old fisherman's name of 'storm-finch'. Storm Petrel was
well kencnvn to 19th century writers, E H Rodd noting it as common in the summer months five or six
miles (eight or nine kilometres) offshore in Mount's Bay, west Cornwall, though Rodd and doubtless

others were probably wrong in thinking petrels flitting about above the waves were 'in pursuit of small
(Rodd 1880). Gilbert White recorded it as reaching Scilly in April and leaving in July (in JesseInsects

1 887 but it is difficult to see how anyone might have arrived at such a conclusion at that time, given the

apparent lack of information on local breeding behaviour.
Rodd quoted Penzance resident Mitchell's (the same who shot the 1840 Pectoral Sandpiper on Annet)

pre- 1880 correspondence with Yarrell recording that breeding Storm Petrels were confined to one unnamed
island in thc extreme southwest of thc archipelago — 'where the steamer Thamcs ran ashore', pointing out

too that in Scilly it is among the last seabird speciesto lay, an egg he took being freshly laid in mid-June.
The difficuitv with Mitchell's statement is that the Thames struck the Bishop Rock, a site clearly incapable
Of holdint= breeding petrels. However, part of the wreckage fetched up on nearby Rosevear, where Storm
Petrels have been recorded breeding since at least 1863 (fliirly common) and 1870 (tolerably common)
Allen I q 74). There is a probable relationship between this mid-19th century awareness of breeding
petrels or: kosevear and erection of the Bishop Rock Lighthouse, as construction crews lived on tinv

Rosevear and could hardly have missed Storm Petrels calling from below ground. In fact, the remains of
their stone houses still stand and are a regular nest site for two to three pairs of Storm Petrels even today
(pers. obs.

i.
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In their admirable early 20th century review of Scillonian bird life, James Clark and E H Rodd's
nephew Francis thought Storm Petrels still bred on Scilly by the turn of the century, though 'in greatly
diminished numbers' (Clark & Rodd 1906). The species bred, so they said, 'in chinks and under boulders
in the Western Isles' and was 'fairly common'prior to 1863, though they thought only a few pairs bred by
1906. Clark and Rodd blamed increasing public knowledge of the main breeding colony (Rosevear) for
this alleged decline, vvith 'one or two eggs' taken almost annually, concluding with the comment that birds
had bred on Annet onlv since 1903.

The truth is, though, that probably no one during the 19th and early 20th centuries knew for certain

where all the Scillonian Storm Petrel breeding sites were. The earliest reliable authority seems to be C J
king (1924), who, between 1890 and the last-mentioned date, proved petrels bred in large numbers and
on islands other than Rosevear. King also described how the Round Island Lighthouse keepers were mystified
by the nightly appearance of black feathers in their living quarters, eventually discovering that among the
Round Island residents, only the lighthouse cat Fclis catushad been axvare of the presencc ofStorm Petrels.
Clearly, though, these were men of considerable environmental awareness, opting as they did to destroy
the unfortunate feline in favour of the petrels. But as King pointed out, men had been resident on Round
Island for many years without being axvarc of the petrels, until the lighthouse cat rashly disclosed the
secret. In addition, it is worth noting that despite detailed annual reports on the breeding and migrant
birds of Round Island, over several years, lighthouse keeper A T Beswetherick failed to mention Storm
Petrel (e.g. Beswetherick 1961, 1968). King also mentioned having been ridiculed for suggesting that
petrels bred on a particular island where those concerned had been 'walking over the birds all their lives
without being aware of their presence'. Although this last description sounds suspiciously like Annet (but
could have been St Agnes), unfortunately King was at pains to protect colonies from egg- and skin-collectors
and thereforc omitted site nannes — as indeed hc also did for Peregrine Falco pcrcgrinus. King
concluded by saying hc had little doubt there were 'many th()usands' ofStorm Petrels around the western
coasts ofScilly. As with Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus, proof that King's fears about collect()rs were
justified is contained in the collection of the British Museum (Natural History), whcrc eggs taken by
Mitchell and others arc to be found (sce Table), with doubtless many morc Annet eggs in numerous
privatc collections (Cole & Trobe 2()()()). Still on thc subject of collecting, two skeletal specimens in the

British Museum (Natural History), Reference No. 1924.7.4 and dated 1st July 1924 arc credited to H W
Robinson.

There were early 2()th century concerns that predation by large gulls Larus, but particularly Great
Black-backed Gull L. mm-inns, might bc adversely affecting Scillonian Storm Petrel and Manx Shearwater
populations (c.g. H W Robinson 1911 a, Wallis 1923). Thesc conccrns were based, in the casc ofshearwaters,
on numbers of-corpses regularly found on Annet, in particular, and in the casc ofStorm Petrel, on numbers
of gull pellets containing petrel remains — one petrel per pellet (pers. obs.). Parslow ( 1965c) felt
there was a need for research aimed at determining whether gulls could reduce populations of these two
species in Scilly, whilst at thc same time seeing no alternative explanation for the 'extinction' of petrels
froin Rosevcar, which coincided with an increase in Great Black-backed Gulls on that island. However,
although somc 95 pairs of Great Black-backs breed on Rosevear today, 57 pairs of petrels were estimated
to bc present in 2()()() (Heaney ct al. 2()()2). Realistically, however, thc fact that construction workers and
their livcd on tinv Rosevear för several ycars during the building of thc Bishop Rock Lighthouse,
in the nnid-1 8()().s, seems morc likely to have caused the Storm PetrePs desertion of that island. Besides
which, there seems never to have been an ear Iv count of the Rosevcar petrel population and estilnates of its
importance within the islands Inay have been arrived at prior to discovery ofthe far larger Annet colonies.
Particularly interesting, however, is Parslow's estimate ofat least pairs of breeding petrels on Annet
by the mid-196()s. Although there has been much discussion in recent years on likely number of pairs of
Storm Petrels breeding throughout the islands, almost all estimates have been largely bascd on speculation.
In fact, despite all the survey and productivitv monitoring effort expended on seabird populations in Scilly
over the past 25 years, Storm Petrel and Manx Shearwater remain the two least understood breeding
species within thc islands. Storm Petrel totals för Scillv suggested bv various workers are shown in the

Table, though it is not possible to draw manv conclusions, prilnarily owing to uncertainties over the nnost
effective means of surveving breeding petrels, or even to ascertain whether a survey's findings involve pairs
or individuals.
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Petrels and Shearwaters

Nothing is about the origin of King's early estimate of breeding pairs, though Parslow's figure

Annet was arrived at using counts of 'singing' birds below ground over several years, combined with

data from retrapped marked individuals (Parslow 1965c). In contrast, Allen's figure was based on sample

counts Ofsin ging birds over three successive
nights, extrapolated to incorporate all suitable breeding habitat,

at an observed density of 0.33 singing birds per square metre. Robinson and Haw's findings utilised the

diurnal taped playback census method (Ratcliffe ct al. 1998) at two differently , 'constructed' boulder

beaches, producing density findings of 0.4 and 0.8 apparently occupied sites (AOS) per square metre,

extrapolated to incorporate all suitable occupied habitat (Robinson & Haw — unpublished data). There IS

a measureof silmilarity between
these three findings.

More recently, the author estimated the extent of suitable breeding habitat at all sites with a known

history of Storm Petrel occupation, extrapolating possible total densities based on the 1998 Annet mean
density of 0.6 AOS per m2 (P J Robinson 1999b). However, although the estimated total of between

and 1 pairs for Scillv as a whole was clearly excessive, diurnal playback remains untested as far

as nunlbers ofnon-responding birds are concerned — or at least in boulder beaches, with a possible significant
underestinnatt-•resulting. There is also significant between-colony variation in the probability of occupied
nest sires being detected using diurnal playback Ratcliffe ct al. 1998). In addition, the Seabird 2000

finding of nearly 1,500 pairs for all islands (Heaney ct al. 2002) seems at variance with numbers of birds

present Nvithin colonies
— with up to 60() trapped at individual sites in one night (IOSSBG — unpublished

) — as it does with all recent independent assessments of apparent numbers on Annet.ringing data

0

9

Island
Annet
Round Island
Melledgan
Rosevcar
Gorregan
Rosevean
Men-a-Vaur
Mincarlo
Castle Bryhcr
Scilly Rock
Illiswilgig

Occupied Nests
938
183
140

49
37
20

14
3

Locations of 1475 Occupied (Responding) Storm Petrel Nests — 2000 (Heaney ct al. 2002)

Thc Table and Map show the eleven islands currently known to hold Storm Petrels below ground, all
ofwhich arc thought to be active breeding colonies. In addition, birds have been recorded coming ashore
at night in recent years on at least five further islands, i.e. Gugh (Kittern Rock), St Martin's Daymark), St

Agnes (Bilt•nt Island), Bryher (Gweal Hill) and St Mary's (Giant's Castle), all of which are inhabited

islands and none of which have been shown to have active breeding sites, though birds are known to come
ashore of their own volition. In sonu• cases, e.g. Bryher, these involve extremely smnall and apparenth

Linsuitablc rocky outcrops. One habitat not yet explored on Scilly for the presencc of breeding Storm
Petrels is buildings; in the Channel Islands, Dobson (1952) recorded birds breeding in close proxilnity
within thc roofk of buildings. Although we might expect their nocturnal calling to give thenn away in any
occupied structure, they could be present and remain undetected in barns or outlying flu-nn sheds, particularly

on the four stnaller inhabited islands. There is an old record ofa bird calling from a xvall in Hugh Town, St
Marv's ( Y king 1924), the sanie author also mentioning birds 'among the ribs ofan old ship'. Penhallurick
1969) reier.s to suspected breeding on Thc Garrison, St Mary's, in 1947 and on Peninnis, also St Marv's,

in 1952. As the author gives no references in either case, It must be assunwd that these were in boulder
beaches or similar.
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Regrettably, Scilly's history of Storm Petrel predation by cats is not confined to Round Island. On
Gugh, St Agnes and Bryher the presence of cat-predated Storm Petrel remains (wings, legs, tails) are amain means of proving petrels come ashore at these sites (plus an additional source of ring recoveries
including one French-ringed individual). In addition, cats have been seen in the immediate vicinitv of theSt Martin's Daymark and St Mary's Giant's Castle sites during overnight petrel trapping sessions. Feral
cats are believed to be mostly involved, although 'domesticated' individuals cannot be ruled out. Animals
engaged in nightly petrel predation may later be identified by smell, with the possibility, even, of newbreeding colonies being discovered bv this novel means. Nevertheless, 'cat sniffing' has the potential for
substantial public misunderstanding (pers. obs.) and must necessarily be carried with considerable
circumspection.

The majority ofScillonian Storm Petrels breed beneath boulder beaches, most ofwhich comprise small
to medium-sized boulders up to one metre diameter). Some, though, are in beaches comprising boulders
of substantially greater volume, as on Gorregan, where some birds call from beneath many tonnes of
granite. A smaller number of birds occupy isolated patches of boulder scree and, particularly on Annet, an
even smaller number are in earth burrows, or fissures in isolated rocky outcrops. Although drystone walls
are plentiful in Scilly they are, by tradition, loose affairs of limited depth and are apparently uninhabited by
Storm Petrels. Boulder beaches used comprise both long-established, •stable' and compacted structures

reach of normal winter tides, or less stable storm beaches, as on Annet's western coast. Sampled
diurnal playback from one each ofthese two beach types on Annet produced a 2:1 imbalance in hvour of
responses from the stable beach (Robinson & Haw — unpublished data). Reasons for this are unclear, but
could involve the ability for breeding petrels to penetrate deeper into more substantial unstable stormbeaches, thereby making any responses less easy for the human ear to detect.

Examination of inter-colony breeding phenology (Ratcliffe ct al. 1998) showed significant
variation. On Annet, laying occurs around 25th June and hatching around the first week ofAugust, youngfledging from that island from September to mid-October (Cramp ct al. 1977—94; Ratcliffe ct al. 1998).
However, the presence of fresh eggs on Annet as late as July suggests perhaps sonne unfledged young well
into November. During the mid- to late the biometry of a small number of young were examinedannually on Annet (Robinson & Haw — unpublished data; Ratcliffe ct al. 1998) and although younginvolved were ringed, none have yet been detected within the adult population.

A total of 7,869 Storm Petrels were ringed on Scilly up to and including 1999, 4,985 (63%) of those
since 1970 and closure of the SABO (IOSSBG — unpublished data), making Storm Petrel the most ringed
species in Scilly. This imbalance between the two periods is the reverse of Manx Shearwater Puffinus
puffinus, where 95% of birds were ringed prior to 1970. Reasons for this recent increase in ntlmbers of
petrels available för ringing are unclear, but may perhaps be partly associated with an increased use oftapelures. Listed below are a selection of controls and recoveries, other than recaptures of locally ringed birds,
within the islands, or those in either category within Cornwall (28, or 3.7% of all controls and recoveries),
up to and including year 2000. Surprisingly there appear to be no recorded recoveries or controls för the
period befi)re 1970.

Thirty-five petrels ringed in Scilly were recovered beyond Cornwall, 22 (62.8%) qualifYing as international
recoveries (providing 12 in Ireland are included); nine (25.7%) were recovered in France or the ChannelIslands. The Inost distant recovery involved a bird trapped on Fair Isle, Shetland, just over a vcar after
having been ringed on St Martin's. At 24, rather fi-•wer Storm Petrels were controlled on Scilly after
ringing elsewhere, 2() (83.3%) qualif\'ing as foreign; 12 of these (6()%) from France and the ChannelIslands, six (3()%) from Ireland and two (10%) from Portugal. The distant controls originated from
Portugal (2) to the south and Tyne and Wear and Calf of Man to the north. Several f@atures of these
movements arc noteworthy. Firstly, no Scillonian -ringed petrels were recovered fill-ther east in thc English
Channel than the Isle ofWight and the Channel Islands, though this may also reflect a lack of trappingeffi)rt in the eastern Channel and southern North Sea. The lack of a positive connection (other than the
single Fair Isle recovery) with any ofthe northern colonies, e.g. Shetland Isles, Norway, Faeroes, is particularly
noteworthv, especially considering the numbers of northern-ringed petrels controlled in Portugal (Harris
ct al. 1993; Fov,'ler & Hounsome 1998).

One possible explanation för this lack ofnorthern birds among Scillonian captures is that more northerlypopulations migrate further out into the Atlantic. Yet, even if the timing of Inigration for northern birds
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differed the current Scillonian trapping timetable, this ought not to inhibit captures of wandering

northern pre-breeders. Equally interesting is the single control ofa bird ringed in the North Sea (Tyne and
M,'ear) three years previously. However, especially obvious, and perhaps more easily explained, is the high

proportionof controls and recoveries from the small number ofcolonies in Brittany, suggesting a regular

nnixing of birds from north and south of the Western Approaches. Eleven French controls were divided

between Annet (6) and Round Island (5), the mean age ofeight between-year controlsbeing 3.3 years and

of three same-year controls just 12.6 days. In comparison, disregarding the 'wrecked' inland individual
( below )

,
thc rnean age offöur between-vear recoveries in France vcas 7.5 years and three sanr-year recoveries

13 days. As noted by McKee (1982), there was a noticeable tendency för the percentage of controls to

increase away from known breeding sites, as at St Martin's Daymark, where two Cape Clear birds were
captured on the sarne night — out of eight controls and no local recaptures, or on Samson, where the only

two captures of the night were controls. However, the most unusual record goes to the bird found on 7th

January at Lussac Ies Chateaux, 150 km inland from thc French west coast, having been ringed on

Annet five-and-a-half vears earlier.
Several writers have commented on Storm Petrels with missing toes, feet or tarsi (e.g. Bowey 1995;

Stonehouse 1996) and something in the order of 1%—2% of birds trapped on Scilly fall within this category
obs. j. Onc possibility is that their manner of paddling across the sea's surface nnakes thern

vulnerable to predatory fish, particularly in tropical waters. However, Zonfrillo (1996) considers it

more probablv due to translucent gelatinous trematode worln larvae wrapping themselves around the

leg of' Sinall petrels whilst at sea;when out of the water the larvae dry and shrink, forming a constriction
above the toes.

In his review of changes of status among Britain's breeding birds, Parslow (1967a) thought too little

was known about this species to make a constructive connnunt. Nevertheless, he considered that some
nwasure of overall decline occurred towards the end of the 19th century, when it disappeared from several

Scottish islands and 'decreased markedly at its main colony in the Isles Scilly' though he also thought it
possible that a degree of redistribution may have been involved. Cramp ct al. (1977—94) confirm the

presence of birds, possibly late migrants, in lower northern latitudes only very rarely in early winter, with
xvinter individuals north to Mauritania more thc norm. Uncertainty remains over whether Mediterranean
birds (which sonw authorities consider a separate förm, H. p. mclitcnsis, or 'Mediterranean Storm Petrel',
e.g. Anungual ct al. 1999) leave thc Mediterranean in winter, though apparently there are few wintcr
records. Most birds have left British and Irish waters by November, returning to thc area of thc colonies
from April onwards.

Year

1924
1965
1974
1983
1992
1996
1999
2 ooo

Scilly
Many thousands

1,000

9,811-17,390
17475

Individual Islands Reference

Recorded Storm Petrel Totals (pairs)

Year & Month
Pre-1 842
1 904 June

June
1936 Mav

Island

'Scilly
Annet
Annet
Annet

1,500 (Annet)
I (Annet)
1 (Annet)

I ,640 (Annct)

Eggs
1

6
2

5

C J King 1924
Parslow 1965

Allen 1974

Harvey 1983
Pritchard ct al. 1992
Robinson & Haw — unpublished data

P J Robinson 1999b

Heaney ct al. 2()()2

Collection

DW Mitchell
Maj. FW Proctor
EW Hounsom
JAF & RMT Souter

Annet Storm Petrel Eggs in the British Museum Collection
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Controls
SA830120 Ad Banneg Island, Brittany

8th August 1991
2301511 Ad Focarrig, Cape Clear Island

27th July 1983
SA776921 Ad Banneg Island, Brittany 13th July 1989

2229232 Ad Calf ofMan 28th Julv 1982
Great Saltee, Wexford 27th June 19832255149 Ad
Banneg Island, BrittanySA779659 Ad
7th August 1989

D012722 Ad Algarve, Portugal 14th June 1994
C38753 Ad Alderney, Channel Islands 6th July 1985

2196184 Ad

D016496 Ad
SA549953 Ad

2316836 Ad

2513302 Ad

2434811 Ad

Recoveries

Isle ofWight 2nd July 1995
Algarve, Portugal 21st June 1995

Beniguet Island, Brittany
20th July 1997
Cape Clear Island 27th July 1998
Abersoch, Gwynedd 24th July 1999

Tynemouth, Tyne & Wear 20th July 1996

65 1 008

652236

2440391

2427275
2427871

2440603

2441284
2441703
2473220
2427080
2473035

2473237

2427964

Ad Annet 25th May 1963
Ad Annet 1st July 1965

Ad Annet 29th June 1993
Ad Annet 7th July 1994
Ad Annet 7th July 1993
Ad Round Island 26th Junc
Ad Annet 13th July 1994

Ad Annet 8th August 1995
Ad Annet 23rd July 1997

1994

Ad Round Island 29th July 1999
Ad Kittern Rock, Gugh 4th July 1993

Ad Daymark, St Martin's 15th July 1999

Ad Menawethan 31st July 1999

Ad Annet 28th June 1994

CT

CT
CT

CT

CT
CT
CT
CT
CT

CT
CT
CT
CT
CT

CT
CT

CT
CT
CT
CT
CT

CT
CT
CT
BR
CT

CT

CT

Round Island 23rd July 1992

Annet 4th August 1993

Annet 4th August 1993
Round Island 28th June 1993
Round Island 6th July 1993

Round Island 26th June 1994

Annet 28th June 1994
Annet 7th July 1994
Burnt Island, St Agnes 5th August 1995
Annet 8th August 1995

Annet 24th July 1997

Daymark, St Martin's 15th July 1999
Calf ofMan 25th July 1999
Menawethan 31st July 1999
Round Island 29th July 1999

Skokholm, Pembrokeshire I()th May 1965

Burhou, Alderney, Channel Isles
2nd July 1966
Ballybranagan, Co. Cork 7th August 1993

Carnsore Point, Wexford9th July 1994
Fair Isle, Shetland 29th July 1994
Great Skellig, Co. Kerry 3rd July 1995
Sanda Island, Kintyre, Strathclyde
27th July 1996
Portland Bill, Dorset 1st July 1998
Cape Clear Island, Co. Cork 7th July 1998

Banneg Island, Brittany 21st August 1999

Banneg Island, Brittany 7th June 2()()()

Bridges of Ross, Loop Head, Co. Clare
28th Junc 2000
Plemont, Jersey, Channel Islands

1st July 2000
Eilacn nan Ron, Highland Region
16th July 2000

Oceanodroma leucorhoa A

.1
Storm Petrel Selected Ringing Recaptures

Leach's Petrel (Leach's Storm-petrel)
Scarce migrant, full written description required by SRP.

Breeds headlands or islands North Atlantic, from British Isles to northeast USA, also north Pacific, fi•om
Russia to Japan and southwest USA (Morrison 1998). Niigratory,North Atlantic population winters South

Atlantic. Polytypic, with complex racial structure: nominate leucorboa OCCUrs North Atlantic and North
Pacific fi•onn Japan to Alaska; at least three additional forms, perhaps more. Included on Annex I of 1979
EEC 'Birds Directive'. Amber-listed in UR: 20% or ofEuropean breeding population in UR, or

Inore at ten or fewer sites; unfluourable world conservation status (Gregor v ct al. 20()2

The only 19th century nwntion of this species in Scilly was James Clark and Francis Rodd's observation
that a 'specimen in poor condition' was picked up on St Agnes in late autunill 1869 and that it had not
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(nnostly adults) past St Agnes on 28th Novem ber 1999, but this may also partly reflect a fall offin observer

coverage once October is past.
Feeding congregations can sometimes be impressive, as in the case of 500+ feeding in association with

dolphins Delphinus, Tursiops, Lagcnorhywhusto the south ofSt Mary's in early September 1990, with 98

similarly employed on 9th October the same autumn. There were two latc 19th century observations from
the Bishop Rock Lighthouse, thc first of which referred to large numbers of Gannets fishing on 5th
October 1884 (Harvie-Brown ct al. 1885). The other concerned autumn of the following year and records
that birds were observed passing on 'passage'from the beginning ofSeptember until 2nd November,with

'scores'going west all day on 1st October (Harvie-Brown ct al. 1886). There are also a few shore-based
early counts of Gannets and other seabirds, though mostly it seems from mainland Thorpe
( 1935) observed a huge movement ofManx Shearwaters Puffinuspuffinus, auks Uria, Alca and Gannets
off Land's End in early April 1935, all ofwhich headed steadily away southwest, in the direction of Scilly.
Thorpe's estimate of 300 birds per minute for three hours included 5% Gannets and gives a total for this
species alone ofaround 2,700. Trahair Hartley (1935) looked at autumn movements of the same species
off Land's End for the years 1932—35, finding numbers involved and the direction of travel not dissimilar
to Thorpe's results.

One Gannet was ringed in Scilly during the period before 1970, presumably involving an injured or
oiled bird that was later released, although in fact very few injured or oiled Gannets are föund around the
islands. Recently, the question ofwhether or not Cape Gannet M. capcnsis occurs in European waters has

been raised (Paterson & Riddiford 1990) and certainly the possibility should be borne in nnind when
dealing with the present species, in Scilly as elsewhere. In Gannet, migration is not clearly separable from
dispersal or feeding activity, and in partial confirmation ofThorpe's and Trahair Hartley's earlier observation,
conspicuous and large-scale offshore foraging and Inigratory movements are a fZ•aturc around British and
Irish coasts and off thc Atlantic seaboard ofwestern Europe and Africa (Nelson 1978). The same author
drew attention to the regular heavy southwest passage off Cornwall, which 'seems totally unexceptional',
whilst also confirming that first-years migrate south to African waters but then seldom go far south in
subsequent years (Wernham ctal. 2()()2). Birds moving south or north offCornwall and Scilly could breed

in Iceland, Faeroes, Norway, northern Britain, Wales or Ireland.

Cormorant (Great Cormorant) Phalacrocorax carbo A
Resident, breeds in small numbers, substantially less numerous than Shag P. aristotclis.
Wide breeding range, including Greenland, Iceland, Great Britain, wcstcrn Europc, central Asia, Africa,

Indian subcontinent, Southeast Asia, Australia and New Zealand. Migratory or dispersive. Polytypic:
nonlinate carbo occurs coastal North Atlantic; sincusis or 'Continental Corrnorant' central and southern
Europe east to Japan and Southeast Asia; maroccanns coastal northwest Africa; lucidus coastal west and
southern Africa plus inland east Africa; nopacbollandiac Australasia. National 5% decline 1994—99
(Bashford & Noble 2()()()). Upgraded from Green- to Amber-listed in UK 2()()2: 50% or nun-e ofbreeding
population at rcn or fV•wcr sites; 2()% or more of European non-brecding population in UK (Gregory cl al.
2002).

The small breeding population of around 5()—6() pairs appears to have remained remarkably stable

throughout at least the latter half of thc 2()th century (Harvey 1983; P J Robinson 1993), and is almost
equally distributed between a Sinall nunlber of established sites in the Western, Northcrn and Eastern Isles.

Earliest evidence ofCormorant on Scilly involves bonc remains extracted from various levels of the prehistoric

site on the island ofNornour, Eastern Isles (Turk 1971 ). However, the next earliest refZ:rence is probably

Camden's comment that 'all the islands abound with ... Cranes' (Camden 161()); this species apparently
In fact, Rodd had little to sav on the Cormorant,often förmerly refZ•rred to as 'Crane' (Rodd 188()).

describing it merely as breeding in the cliffS in Scilly, whereas Gilbert White considered it resident (in Jesse

1887). However, James Clark, and E H Rodd's nephew Francis \vere far Inore forthconling, such that it

would be remiss not to quote in full their excellent account thc three years 19()1—()3.

Considerable numbers nest on the outer rocky islets, shifting their breeding stations more
or less completely from year to year. In 1901 there was a large colony, for example, on
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Inner Innisvouls, another on Mincarlo, a third on Melledgan and a fourth on Roscvean. In

| only three nests were found on Inner Innisvouls, but there was a big colony on Outer
Innisvouls, on Menawethan,and several nests on Hanjague. Mincarlo was deserted,
but there was a group on Castle Brvher, a little cluster on Rosevean, and a new colony on
Meliedgan. In 1903 there was not a single nest on Menawethan, and none were noticed on
Chiter Innisvouls or Castle Bryher, and only five on Rosevean. Inner Innisvouls, however,
was again thickly populated, and there was a large colony on Mellcdgan, and one oftwenty-

nests on Rosevear (Clark & Rodd 1906).

All that is missing from this otherwise informative description is a definition ofwhat Clark and Rodd
thought were 'considerable numbers', otherwise, it qualifies as a reasonable outline of the situation still
today. Regrettably there is little in mid- to late 19th century published reports to help answer this question

ofoverall population size, though even bv 1937 Castle Bryher vc•as still talked ofin terms of 'large numbers'
( CBU'PSAR 7). The possibility remains, ofcourse, that some early writers confused this species with Shag,

though there is no evidence to that effect and certainly James Clark was above such an error. Nevertheless,

bv 195 1 there were reportedly just two colonies, only one ofwhich, on Great Crebawethan, was ofapparent
pernnanencv, with the Illiswilgig colony down to half strength at just five nests (CBWPSAR 21), none of
which suggests particularly large numbers of birds. Without explanation, Allen (1974) interpreted thc
early Clark and Rodd description as suggestive ofat least 100 pairs, further suggesting that a decline clearly
occurred during the first halfof the 20th century, down to c. 60 pairs by 1945, though again he gives no
reference. Allen speculated on likely causes of this decline, suggesting shooting by fishermen and dwindling
flatfish availability. Several local boatmen have commented on the days, not too long past, when many
Scillonian boats carried a loaded shotgun in case a Cormorant or Shag flew past, the carcasses often then
used to bait fish traps (pers. comm.). In addition, comrnents in the 1960s (CBWPSAR 38; Parslow 1967b)

to the destruction ofCormorant nests on Melledgan and Castle Bryhcr during 1967 — notices issued
to local boatnncn highlighting relevant provisions ofbird protection legislation. Vyvyan ( 1953) also mentions
'Christmas cormorant-shooting parties' (possibly involving this species and/or Shag), which were later
limited by the rising cost of cartridges.

Again, Allen's description of Cormorant breeding distribution and numbers for 1974 almost exactly
describes the situation today, with an expected two occupied sites in both the Eastern and Northern Isles

and onc in thc Western Isles, plus a marked between-year tendency to alternate between two or morc
prefi-•rrcd sites. However, occupation ofWhite Island, Samson by two to three pairs since 2()()() seems a

totally [Qaturc, perhaps resulting from removal of Brown Rats Rattus norvc,qicus from Samson and its
satellite islands during the early 1990s.

Blair (in CBWPSAR 21 ) attributed Iow Scillonian Cormorant numbers to their apparent inability to
adapt to Great Black-backed Gull Larusmarinus predation, i.e. to utilise protected sites in the manner of
Shags. However, there appears to be no apparent evidence of Cormorant nest predation by large gulls
Larus in Scilly, other than when colonies are inexpertly disturbed. Allen found no evidence that Cormorant
nest-sitc seicction is affected by Great Black-backed Gull density or distribution, unlike Shag, which seenu;
to be markedly influenced by thc potential for Great Black-backed predation (P J Robinson 1992a). That
said, breeding in Scilly can suffer from predation ofeggs and small young by large gulls whilst
subject to human disturbance, particularly uninformed disturbance (CBWPSAR 21; Harvey 1983; pers.
obs. adliits being quick to leave the colony and slow to return (pers. obs.

A lilarked feature of this species in Scilly is thc consistently early laying date, normally around the end
Of February but seldom confirmed first hand owing to weather and sca conditions at that time of year.
Thus thc till)ing of laying is usually extrapolated based on the age of young present in the colonies later
(pers. obs. i. This early laying is compatible with findings on Great Saltce in Co. Wexförd, Ireland, sonic
four degrees north of Scilly, where well-grown young at the end of April were estimated to have hatched
from eggs laid at the beginning ofMarch (Goodbodv 1947). In Ireland generally, however, 4th April was
considered an exceptionally early first laying date (Kennedy ct al. 1954), whereas on the Channel Islands,
at roughly tine same latitude as Scilly, eggs arc unlikelv before the latter halfofMay (Dobson 1952). Even
as long ago as 191 1, H W Robinson (1913) reported finding nearlv full-grown young on 22nd May, from
eggs that apparently have been laid about the first week ofMarch.
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Island
Mel led gan
Mincarlo
White Island, Samson
Ragged Island
Great Innisvouls

Location of 56 Cormorant Nests — 1999 (Seabird 2000)

Nests
16

25
1

12

2

More than one writer has commented on the number of late clutches found on visits to colonies during
May or June, though reasons for this remain unclear. Onc possible explanation is replacement clutches for
failed nests, but late-breeding subadults could also be involved. On Scilly, Cormorant nest losses are likely
to occur as a consequencc ofgale force winds early in the year, particularly in view of thc species' fondness
for nesting on the upper extremities ofbare rocky outcrops. As on Great Innisvouls and Ragged Island in
the Eastern Isles, or on the summit of Mincarlo, Northern Isles (I()SBR 1994). A comment by A A
Dorrien-Smith helps on several counts, pointing out that 21 -metre high waves washed out Cormorant
nests on the top of Mincarlo in early Mav 1943, bv which date ten or twelve young wcrc 'sufficientlv
feathcrcd' to survive the tragedy (in CBWPS'AR 13). Humphrey Wakefield is reported as later seeing
repeat nests on Mincarlo, though they could have been latc nests of other pairs. In addition, Dorrien-
Smith commented that he had found Cormorants 'well advanced' in March and with unfledged young in
September.

Stone ct al. ( 1997) suggested a British population of breeding pairs, in which case thc Scillonian

population may represent less than 1% nationally.

As with Shag, early Cornu)rant samplc specimens from Scilly exist in the collection of thc British
Museum (Natural History), in the form of two spirit pulli collected bv H W Robinson on 23rd and 25th
June 1924, Reference 1924.6.25; plus skins of a juvenile and adult malc taken by the same person on 4th
December 1933, Reference 33.11.21 and 34.1. l; and two adult spirit specimens from 21st August 1933,
Reference 33.8.17 and 4th December 1933, Reference 33.1 1.21 .

Few modern accounts of Cormorants in Scillonian waters mention subspecific identification, it being
normally assumed all arc nominate carbo. However, the possibility of the central and southern European
förm sinensisoccurring are real, particularly as it already breeds in southern England. Occasional individuals
showing varving arnounts of white the head and neck have been scen over the vears but it has not

been considered safZ• to attribute anv to sinensis.
A great deal ofcorrespondence accompanied the discovery in Scilly, around 1 ofCormorants with

substantially white undersides, culminating in the acquisition of specimens on 3()th Junc 19()9 and 16th
March 191() 191 ()b). Several extremely experienced BOC members fZ•lt unable to accept that
these were inumaturc birds, C B Ticehurst even suggesting it was a previously unknown adult colour-phase
(Froha\vk 191() interestingly, only ()gilvic-Grant among those at the meeting fZ•It certain it was a bird of

the year, pointing out that there were already a number ofsimilar specimens in the collection of thc British
Niuseunn (Natural History). Publication of Thc Handbook (Witherby cr 111. 194()) clarified the issue, the

authors emphasising the existence ofyoung Cormorants \Vith white underparts among the British population
as a whole, the white sometimes even intensif-}ing ik)llowing the onset of post-juvenile moult ( Cramp ct al.

1977—94 ). Cramp ct al. also noted that the amount of white on the undersides of young birds is variable
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between populations, averaging greatest in southern birds, though they apparently mean within the southern
palearctic, rather than Britain. The existence ofa small percentage of young Cormorants with white

underparts% sonle su bstantially so, remains a feature of Scillv today.
to and including the year 2000, at least 161 Cormorants had been ringed in Scilly, 90 of these in

the period since 1970 and presumably the majority as pulli, but certainly all those since 1970. Earliest

recorded overseas recovery of a Scillonian-ringed Cormorant probably involved a nestling ringed on
in Mav 1911 and found in the mouth of the river Alberwack in Finnistere, France, in December

the year. It nov,' seems obvious that first-winter Cormorant dispersal verv much mirrors that för

thouch a tchrgreater percenta«e routinely go south as far as Atlantic coastal Portugal and Spain, sonu•

tat least) apparently remaining there during their second, or perhaps third calendar-year. Some clearly

disperse verv soon after leaving the nest, one voungster being recovered off the coast of France by mid-
Jilly. Cornpared with Shag, a higher proportion cross to coastal France and few seenl inclined wander
north, Glamorgan being the furthest on record for Scillv. Five Cormorants ringed elsewhere have been
recovered ill Scilly, four from Ireland and one from southwest Wales. Of these, one was a rapidly moving
first-year, three were in their second sumnur and the fifth had been ringed in Co. Antrim fifteen years
before. (.ouison and Brazendale (1968) found that British Cormorants do not migrate, though there is an
extensive dispersal — finding too that dispersal rate in relation to distance travelled is constant for a particular
colony. The connparatively few national recoveries or controls recorded between Britain and continental

Europe cast of the Netherlands mostly involved eastern England (Wernham ct LI. 2()02). There appears to

bc a significant difference in the destinationsof dispersing birds from the three Scillonian breeding groups
)

, with 55% and 75% respectively from the Western and Eastern Isles reaching France, comparedTable
with onlv 25% from the Northern Isles. Only the Western Isles provided birds reaching Spain (28%), and
( as thc main destination for birds from the Northern Isles (37%). Only one bird moved north,

to Glanu»rzan, and one moved cast as far as Suffolk. There is a suggestion in all this that the three breeding
groups no-av have become genetically isolated, though the question has not been addressed so far.
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Western Isles

France 10 (55.5%)
Corn wall I (5.50/0)
I )evon I (5.5%)
Glamorgan I (5.5%)

5 (27.7%)Spain

Northern Isles
France
Cornwall
Devon
Suffi)lk

2 (25%)
3 (37.5%)
2 (25%)
1 (12.5%)

Eastern Isles

France

Cornwall 1 (25%)

Source and Recapture Areas ofScillonian-Ringed Cormorants (excluding those recaptured in Scilly)

Controls

5139709

5191012

Recoveries

5162903
5170327

Pul

Pul

Pul

Pul

Pul

Pul

Ill

Pul

Pul

Sheep Is, Co. Antrim 17th June 1977
Tenby,Pembrokeshirc 2()th Junc 1987
Sheep Is, Co. Antrim 17th June 1977
Ardboline Is, Co. Sligo 12th Junc 1997
capel Is. co. Cork 17th Junc 1997

Melledgan 22nd May 1911
Mellcdgan 2()th April 1914
Melledgan 19th Mav 1914
Meliedgan 27th June 1962
Melledgan 8th June 1962
Mincarlo 31st N'tav 1963
Melledu•an 22nd Junc 1964
Rag=red Island 12th Mav 1992
Melledgan 25th Mav 1999

FN
FD

FD
FD

'Scilly' 7th August 1978
Porth Hcllick, St Marv's 5th Mav 1988
St Mary's 31st May 1992
Hugh Town, St Marv's 25th August 1997
Old Town, St Mary's 7th April 1998

Finistere, France 12th I)ccclllber 1911
Cotes du Nord, France 19th Julv 1914
Galicia, Spain 6th ()ctober 1914
Rhossili, Glamorgan 25th June 1963
Cortina, Spain 20th February 1964
Ipswich, Stiffi)lk 1 5th March 1964
Colunga, ()vicdo, Spain Decelüber 1964
Guilers, Finisterc, France 3rd March 199¯
Pontevedra, Spain 8th March 2()()()

Cormorant Selected Ringing Recaptures
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[Double-crested Cormorant Phalacrocorax auritus] A
Full written description required by the BBRC. No acceptable Scillonian record, one claimed by
Will Wagstaff at Porth Hellick Pool, St Mary's, during November 1990 having been rejected by the
BBRC (IOSBR 1990, 1992).

[1990 One Porth Hellick Pool, St Mary's 1st, 2nd & 4th November] British Birds 86: 539
Breeds North America, from Alaska east to Newfoundland and south to Gulf of California and Cuba.Migratory in north of range, particularly in east, wintering mainly within breeding range.The possibilitv of this highly migratory species reaching Scilly from North America should be borne inmind. The only British record so far of this distinctive Nearctic species involved a bird in Cleveland, Tyne
and Wear, from December 1988 to late April 1989, followed by one in Galway Harbour, Ireland, in 1995
(Palmer 2000). A bird also appeared in thc Azores during October 1991 (Snow & Perrins 1998). Forassistance on the identification ofDouble-crested Cormorant see Alstrom (1991 ).

Shag (European Shag) Phalacrocorax aristotelis A
Resident and breeds, young Shags disperse away from the islands during their first winter.

Confined to West Palearctic, breeds Iceland, Faeroes, Britain and Ireland, northern Norway, Sweden,Finland, northwest Russia, France, Iberia, Mediterranean and Black Sea. Dispersive. Polytypic: nominatearistotclis occurs north and west Europe; rzaacnbacbi northwest Africa; dcsmarcstii, or 'MediterraneanShag' Mediterranean and Black Sea. Amber-listed in U K: 20% or more of European breeding population
in UK, 5()% or morc at ten or fewer sites (Gregory ct al. 2()02

One of thc more obvious of the archipelago's breeding seabirds, although, unlike manv other UKsites, Shags on Scilly breed almost exclusively beneath boulder beaches, or in holes in low cliffÅ, perhaps in
response to unusually high densities of breeding Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus (P J Robinson
1992 ). During the most recent count, för Seabird 2000, a total of 1,109 apparently occupied nests wererecorded on 24 islands; including 2()9 on Annet, 117 on Rosevear and 1()5 each on Gweal and Melledgan
(Seabird 20()() — unpublished data). Present Cornish breeding numbers are unclear, though in 1999 it was
described as breeding in small colonies on all coasts (CBWPSAR 69). However, Penhallurick (1969)
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thought the then estimated Scillonian population of around 1,000 pairs was several hundred pairs more
than in Cormvall. Taking the most recent UK estimate of 37,500 pairs (Stone ct al. 1997), Scilly now
holds some 2.9% ofthe national breeding total, though this figure may change once the national results of
Seabird become known.

E H Rodd had little to say on the subject of the Shag in Cornwall and even less regarding Scilly, merely
conunenting that it bred in the cliffs (Rodd 1880). Fortunately, however, a number ofother writers reported
in more detail on its status around the end of the 19th and early 20th centuries. Gilbert White recorded it
as a resident in the islands (in Jesse 1887) and those dependable observers of late 19th centurv Scillonian
ornithology, James Clark and Francis Rodd, noted it as much more abundant than Cormorant P. carbo,
breeding in 'great numbers on all outer rocks not washed bv the sea, and also in small nuunbers on Annet'.

The last conunent is of particular interest in view ofAnnet's prominence now as the main Shag breeding
site in Scilly. Of considerable surprise too is that people spent time ringing Shags and other seabirds on
Scilly as early as 1910, the same people also taking time to record breeding details. From this information
we knoxv that by the end ofMay 1911, Shag nests were extremely numerous 'on all the islands' and that
none had hatched eggs by that time, large numbers having one egg still (H W Robinson 1913). The sanne
author also confirnrd iow numbers on Annet H W Robinson 1911 a). We also know from comnnents in

various CBIVI)S'AR that there was no apparent early 20th century period ofdecline, Mincarlo being described
in 1937 as having every available 'crack and crevice' occupied by breeding Shags ( CBWPSAR 7). Nonetheless

islanders still recall the time, not too long ago, when local boats kept a loaded shotgun beneath the
foredeck in case a Shag or Cormorant flew past, the carcasses then being used to bait fish traps. Evidence
of early scientific interest in this species in Scilly is evident today in the collection of the British Museum
(Natural History), in the form ofa nestling spirit specimen Reference 1924.6.25, collected 23rd June
1924 bv H W Robinson, and the skin ofan adult male, Reference 26.4.28, collected 24th April 1926 by A
A Dorricn-.S111ith.

Parslow 1967a) found evidence ofa, at times, marked increase in thc British Shag population from the
century up until 1967. However, thc earliest recorded modern count ofShags in Scilly is Allen's

all-island 1974 survey för the then NCC, in which he recorded an estimated 850 breeding pairs on sonne
22 islands and lesser rocks (Allen 1974), two islands, Annet and Rosevear, vying for thc highest total, with
95 on thc fk)l'lner and ()() on Roscvear. Further NCC or EN all-island counts continued on an
approxirnatc five-yearly basis, with annual counts mainly confined to Annet (sce Charts). For Shag, these
surveys a pattern of little overall changc, though with some obvious redistribution betwccn islands.

Annet totals. för exannple, demonstrate the dangers inherent in assessing a species' overall status based on
selective site surveys, although, at least on Scilly, Shags show no obvious periodic annual breeding failurc,
unlike large gulls Larus and Kittiwake Rissa tridactyl", for example. Thus, whatever thc fhctors controlling
population size, they apparently operate outside thc breeding season — unless they involve predation of
pre-fledged young, which is often quite marked at some main breeding concentrations, e.g. Annet.

0

Island
Annet
Melledgan
Gorregan
Rosevean
Ro.scvear
Great Crebawethan
Mincarl()
Illiswilgig
scillv Rock
Castle Brvher
Gweal
Samson
White Island, Samson
Shipnmn Head, Brvher
Puffin Island
Men-a-Vaur

Nests
209
105
74

117
5

82

25
39

7

4
4

24
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Round Island

Guther's Island
Great Ganinick
Little Ganinick

Location of 1108 Shag Nests

200
150
IOO

50

1 500

1 000

500

o

2

1

23
25

Ragged Island
Great Innisvouls
Little Innisvouls
Menawethan

- 1999 (Seabird 2000 data)

Shag Nest Counts - Annet

150129
95

160
117

82

Shag Nest Counts - Scilly

1200

63
142

725

39
69

28

187 209

1109

Laying nornvally conunenccs late April or early May (P J Robinson 1992b) and though late clutches of

newly laid eggs arc not uncommon, in thc absence of colour-ringing it is difficult to know whether
replacement clutches or late breeders are involved. Early nests arc more lilnited, with the occasional clutch
from mid- to late March. On Annet, mean clutch size for thc years 1993—95 was in thc range 2.46 — 2.92

eggs per active nest (P J Robinson 1998). There is a very pronounced likelihood of open nests in Scilly

being predated (presumably by Great Black-backs), if not at the incubation stage then certainly once

young arc left unattended, giving rise to the possibility that availability ofappropriate nest-sitc type may be
the main controlling factor on Shag breeding numbers at some colonies, e.g. Annet. Since 1991 at least,

there has been no apparent colonisation of new breeding sites, the one obvious exception being Samson,
which was occupied immediately the removal of Brown Rats Rattus norpcqicus during the early
1 (P J Robinson 1998) and which by 2()()() held ten to eleven pairs (pers. obs.).

By the end of 1999, a total of 3,174 Shags had been ringed on Scilly, I
,739 (54%) of these prior to

1 97(); only Storm Petrel has a larger Scillonian ringing total. Most Shags arc ringed as pulli, though in
recent years adults have been increasingly ringed — in an eflbrt to ascertain levels of local breeding recruitment
using retrap data. Inevitably, much has been learned about the movement of Scillonian-reared Shags away
from the islands, and not just during thc mid- to latc 2()th century; a Shag ringed in Scilly in 1914 was
recovered in Brest, France, in November 1928. It seems well understood now that many (at least) first-

vear birds leave the islands by late summer, spending their first winter in the English Channel and Western
Approaches, as far south as northwest France and east to the Channel Islands and Isle ofWight (Wernham
ct al. 2()()2), with little or no regular northward movement ( Parslow 1965a; IOSSBG — unpublished data).

Parslow calculated a recovery rate of between 5% and 19% for first-year Scillonian Shags för six of the seven

years 1957—63 (none in 1959) at an average of 10.5%.
C)f48 known first-yearShag recoveries during the period 1995—99, 21 (43.7%) canne from the English

south coast, between west Cornwall and Hampshire, 19 ( 39.5%) from coastal northwest France and one
(2%) fronl the Channel Islands. A fill-ther seven birds were recovered north as Far as Grannpian Region,
Scotland, including two in landlocked Warwickshire and one in Northamptonshire. A lesser number Of

older birds recovered away from Scilly during the same period involved five in their second calendar-year
Devon two, France two and Lothian Region one ), one third calendar-year (Channel Islands), three fourth
calendar-vear ( all France) and two fifth calendar-year (both Cornwall ). Four second-calendar-year individuals
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were recovered April—May and could conceivably have returned to Scilly within the subsequent breeding
season, though the fifth was recovered in Lothian in July. Less easy to explain, however, is the presence of

three fourth-calendar-year birds in France (though all were outside the breeding season), unless of course
they were breeding at one of about 20 Brittany colonies (Guermeur & Monnat 1980). In general, these

findings Ivere much in keeping with those ofParslow earlier ( 1965a), though the incidence of birds shot in

France appear to have almost ceased. Nevertheless, a substantial proportion of all Shag recoveries still
involve birds accidentally caught in fishing nets ( 'trap set for Uther species' ). One obvious difference between

findings and the 1990s, however, are the two September 1962 Netherlands' recoveries.

The southerly Shag recoverv involved a bird from Rosevear found in Spain in late 1965. Finally, there
is a noticeable absence of recoveries in Scilly ofShags ringed elsewhere and almost nothing is known about

the makeup of the wintering population within the islands.

Thc ()idest known recovery ofa Scillonian-ringed Shag appears to involve a ring found on a Kingsbridge
estuary in south Devon in August 1994, from a bird ringed on Annet 27 years earlier. The ring numberwas still
easilv readable and had therefore not been detached from the bird for too long. The oldest provable
recovery. however, may be the bird ringed in 1914 and recovered in northwest France in November 1928.

A notable feature of the Scillonian Shag population, at all times of year, are the mass gatherings of
feeding birds, often involving up to five hundred, or even (pers. obs.) individuals. Such flocks feed
in a

'rolling' manner, with birds surfacing at the rear overflying the flock and plunge-diving at the head of

the advancing mass (B King 1974). Very little information is available on food sources exploited by Shags
in Scilly, though handled birds may disgorge partly digested remains of what appear to be Sandeels
Annnod.vridnc, which would equate with the feeding method described above. Penhallurick (1969) refers

to an early. government examination ofCornish Shag food intake, concluding that only five individuals
out of 188 tested had taken fish species 'ofeconomic importance'. Whatever their true diet, however, local
fishermen on Scilly have been known to make up their own minds on fish species involved and to take
action to reduce numbers taken, as in 1967 when a post-Torrey Canyon breeding survey of Castle Bryher
and Melledgan was adversely affected by a visit by fishermen to kill Shags and Cormorants (Parslow 1967b).
As \Vich (Jornnorant, little thought appears to have been given to assessing the subspecific status ofShags in

Scillonian vcatcrs. However, the likelihood of individuals ofdcsnmrcstii, or 'Mcditerranean Shag', reaching
Scilly has been raised by both Flumm (1993) and Gantlett (1998), the first of these two authors drawing
attention to at least seven records of birds in southwest England showing features of this distinctive fi)rm,

fivc of which were unsuccessfully submitted to BBRC. Although a few subadult Shags showing some
features of dcsnmrcstii, but with notable white underparts, occur regularly in the Scillonian population, so
far none have shown the distinctive pale upperwing-covertsto any degree; and no adults have been recorded
in Scilly showing features of this distinctive form. It may be worth noting that extremely pale or even
totally white ( I()SBR 1992) juvenile or older Shags are not uncommon in Scilly and need keeping in mind

.1

.1

when exanlining likely dcsmarcstii contenders.

Bittern (Great Bittern) Botaurus stellaris A
Very rare migrant or cold-weather vagrant, possibly occurs more frequently than records suggest.
Full written description required by the SRV.

1867

1900

1959

1962
1979

1996

1998

()ne (shot) St Mary's 24th December Rodd 1880
At least one (shot) Scilly Rodd 1868; 188()
( (shot) Porth Hellick, St Mary's Clark & Rodd 19()6

One St Mary's 25th January
One Tresco 5th September Tresco Abbey records
()ne St Agnes I lth January (dead several days)
( St Mary's 5th to 12th January
()ne Porth Hellick, St Mary's 17th and 2()th January, presumably same 3rd March
()ne Hugh Town, St Mary's 9th Februarv

Breeds Europe and central Asia, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, plus Africa; west European population
extremely ri•agmentary. Unclear if species migratory or merely dispersive, the latter mainly in response to
cold weather. Polytypic: nominate stellaris throughout Palearctic; capensis southern Africa. Included on
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avention for a substantial breast wound of unknown origin. By January 2002, the bird was ready for

but not before lengthy discussions regarding its likelv identity and not before feather sannples were

c,bülined for Inolecular analysis (M Scott 2002; Votier ct al. 2002 ); the latter process eventually confirmed
[7ird as one of the Brown Skua forms: Ionnbcrgi, antarctica or banziltoni (Newell ct al. 2002). The

rennained under consideration by the BOURC during preparation of this text but hopefully seemed

gain acceptance as the first confirmed southern Catbaracta skua for Britain and the North Atlantic.
lik

anmzingl.v, a fürther southern Catlmracta claim, from Aberavon, Glamorgan, South Wales, during

-n•uarv 2()()2, also involved a bird taken into care and was also awaiting consideration (Moon & Carrington

_ 11101ecuIar tests sugxesting a similar outconne to the St Agnes individual, but with biometric data

suguesting 'Falkland Skua' C. a. antarctica (no biometric data were obtained from the St Agnes
fur.

Mean\vhile, processes leading up to identification of these nvo individuals doubt on sonle past
bird

records, e.g. the bird at VVest Bexington, Dorset, during January 1996, and others; the Dorset individual

•Iulieved at the time to be a contender for Britain's first South Polar Skua (Millington 2000). Meanwhile,

at Dungeness, Kent, in mid-Februarv 2()02 may yet prove to be another southern large skua.

presence of large dark skuas which are not Great Skuas in vcaters off coastal West Africa has been

för vears, but until recently these were thought to probably involve mainly South Polar Skua.

ever, there is groxving awareness of the possible presence of other lookalike species and several Brown

Skua have been rejected or renmin under consideration for North America's eastern seaboard (Jiguet

190- The appearance of the above two individuals in VK veaters during winter 2()() I—02 is yet further evidence

that nnore attention directed towards large skuas in the North Atlantic seems likely to bring rewards.

Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus A

Scare: but now annual migrant, mainly in autumn but with the occasional spring sighting, though

extremely rare in winter. Full written description required by the SRP.

breeding distribution limited to West Palearctic, through central and southern Europc

: England to Caspian Sea. Migratory, xvintering North Sea and Atlantic coast fi-onl l)cnnmrk and

Britain )tlth to North Africa and throughout Mediterranean and Black Seas. Monatvpic. Rcmovcd from

Rarities List January 1963 (Harber & Swainc 1963). Included on Annex 1 of 1979 EEC 'Birds

Directive'. Alnber-listcd in U K: three-vear nya.xinulln of 89.() breeding pairs (Gregory ct al. 2()()2).

first British or Irish record involved an Imtnature allegedly shot at Barking, in what is now East

in 1866, but not identified until examined in thc British Museum collection in 1871 (Palnncr

In contrast, thc second was obtained during a Boxing Day shoot on Norfolk's Brcydon Water in

2000 i.

1 88(ü being identified bv J H Gurney in combination with two others within hours of it being killed.

Accc to Penhallurick 1969) thc earliest on mainland Cornwall involved a first-sunlnur individual at

ibr about a nnonth from 7th March 196(), fi)llowcd by two nu)rc at thc locality bcföre the
St

vear'.'„end. However, the only Scillonian record Penhallurick could quote LIP until that time concerned one

on on 21st June 1964 ( CBWPSAR 34). This was one of onlv two June records for either Cornwall

or that Penhallurick kncM' of, with none at all during Max. However, thc sanw author madc thc point,

7,'ith justifications that thc presence of this species must doubtless have been previously overlookedsurel

1964, both thc annual nunlbcr and frequcncv of records have increased on Scilly, thc three vcars

producing the greatest annual totals with six in each year. The Chart incorporates all records up199 —

999 except thc first and second in 1964 and 1969 respectively. Disregarding thc June 1964
until

onlv three birds occurred in the first half of thc year, one on 3rd Januarv 1993 and the others
indi\ i o [ial,

1 989 and 1997. First autumn dates advanced over time, progressing fi•onn late Scptcnnber or
In Arrh

during thc 197()s to Jillv or August by thc 199()s, though it rennain.s clear if not all records

Invoi
and

thc esm

Blair

Inner-ant individuals. Most annual last-sighting dates fell xvithin ()ctober, xvith in Novenll•er

.
•-•xtrennelv latc individual on 1st Decenlber. The individual offSt Mary's on 3rd Januarv

not known to have \vintered, thc last of atltunun 1992 beilli-k noted on 12th September.

. recent Increase in the number and frequency of birds reaching Scillv during autunill broadly fits

iishnu•nt of nexv European breeding colonies and population Increases, nvainiy in the Mediterranean

the but including France fioni 1968 and southern Britain fi-onn 1976 (Hagenoeijer &

'-'07 Even bv the the l\lediterranean held several thousand breeding pairs and western
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Mediterranean Gull annual totals

IO

4

0

and central Europe sonle 20() pairs, about half of which were in Belgium and the Netherlands and this
population is to be rapidly increasing, including in southern England. Ringing evidence shows a

marked lack of between-vear site-fidelity alnong breeding adults. Birds commence leaving the breeding
colonies from late June or July, juveniles initially dispersing randomly,adults returning from March onwards
(Cramp ct al. 1977—94). Ringing recoveries provide evidence for the autunnn movement of birds from
eastern European colonies (including most of the Hungarian population) to several Baltic countries and
these are thought to at least partly explain the presence ofbirds along the \vest European seaboard at that
time ct 171. No Mediterranean Gulls have been ringed in Scilly and there are no captures

from elsewhere.

Laughing Gull Larus atricilla A BBRC 1%
Extremely rare migrant or vagrant, full written description required by the BBRC.

1967 ()ne St Agnes 31st October British Birds 61 : 344, 65: 79—8()

|1974 one (first-year) Gugli 22nd October] IOSBR 1974
1986 ()nc ( first-winter) St Mary's 26th C)ctober British Birds 8(): 54 1

|1998 One Tresco 20th Juncl 1898
2()()() ()ne (adult) St Mary's 7th to 2()th January British Birds 94: 476

Brccds North Aincrica, from Nova Scotia south to Florida, Gulf of Mexico, southern ('.aliförnia, Mexico,
West Indies and Venezuela. Migratory, on Atlantic coast wintering fi-onn North Carolina south to northern

South America, though many stay. within southern breeding range; rarely wanders inland. Polvtypic:
mcgaloptcrlts occurs North America; nominate atricilla remainder of range.

Wallace described thc first Scillonian record of this attractive American gull, an inunature watched
passing Horse Point, St Agnes, from the south on 31st October 1967, following severe overnight gales
(Wallace 1 972a). However, Landsdown's description ofa bird in imnvature plumage off St Agnes on 22nd
()ctober 1974 was reportedly rejected by the 13B RC 1974, 1975), though it appears to get no
mention in thc annual BBRC report. Subsequently, a first-winter individual was seen briefly as it passed

BIBRC. Another individual reportedly sccn and heard as it overflew Tresco latc evening on 2()th Junc 1998

was not sublnittcd, and the Inost rcccnt sighting för thc islands involved an adult viewable on St Marv's for
two weeks during January 2()()(). The Chart slunvs arrival dates för thc three accepted records.

Laughing (iull arrivai dates

4

Feh Mar Apr May .1nn Sep Oct l)ec

The l} IBRC accepted a total of I ()O Laughing Gull records during the period 1958—99 inclusive, so the

single Scillonian record for the period represents just I % overall. Other European records involved Iceland,
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France, Belgium, Netherlands, Germany, Austria, Norway, Sweden, Hungary, Spain, Morocco,
and Madeira ( Crannp ctal. 1977—94; Snow & Perrins 1998 ). There were eight accepted records of

this species on thc nearby Cornish mainland up until 1999, the 1110St recent in January 1998 ( CBWI)SAR

68 j. begin leaving the breeding sites from late July or August and disperse initially randomly, before
nun•ing southwards (Cramp ct al. 1977—94). Large numbers of presutnably southward-moving

birds be pushed north as far as Newföundland by hurricanes offthe eastern .seaboard ofNorth Annerica

in auau-nn, and this same fizature is thought likelv to account för the high incidence of European autlllnn

However, at least senne of those present in Europe outside the main migration period are thought
, have crossed the North Atlantic during a previous season, which would of course help explain thelike i:.

June individual on Tresco (Crainp ct al. 1977—94 ).

Litc{e Gull Larus minutus A
hut now annual micrrant, mainly in autumn, though one or two may remain durincr winter.

Gistinct central Eurasian breeding populations, in West Palearctic Netherlands and Dennmrk
numbers) to northwest Russia. A disjunct population breeds in western Siberia, northern Ntongolia

and Siberia. Migratorv, in West Palearctic wintering mainly coastally, including Baltic, Mediter-
Black and Caspian Seas. Since 1962 also breeds in snnall numbers northeast North Annerica,rancan%
on the east coast. Monotypic. l)oxvngraded from Anlber- to Green-listed in (Gregory

i-. Rodd knexv it as onc of the rarer gulls, quoting specinu•ns obtained froin Penzance and Land's
End. anu ing other Cornish sites, but nnade no Inention of Scilly. This being the casc, James Clark and E H

nephew Francis Rodd's conuncnt that it had apparently been overlooked M'ithin the islands is the

first Ilicntion of it in a Scillonian context. These two pointed out that it was thought to havc been seen on
St during ()ctober with a specimen obtained during Christnyas week that s•anu year, though

gave no location (Clark & Rodd 19()6).thei
( 1969) could trace only 15 Cornish records up until 19()5, at least thrcc of these prior to

1 8 3S i ( touch 1838) though the earliest dated record involved one from Land's End in Decennbcr 1844.
Pcnhaiiurick also thought it probably not as rare previously as published records suggested, pointing out

1947 it was noted annually in the county, being rare only during May—J Lily when it was recordedthat
in three of the 21 vears to 1967. Penlvallurick also found that most sightings involved single individuals,

t•vco or nu)rc parties of up to eight birds were on record.
first confirnu•d 2()th century island record concerned onc on St Mary's on 18th ()ctobcr 1947,

fi)llqnvcd by singles on 15th and 18th Septennbcr 1963. It was subsequently recorded alnu».st annually in

Increasing but still Sinall nunlbers. During the 13 years 1977—89, it occurred in spring in just seven vears,

ing 1 3 birds at an average ofone per vcar,whilst a total of 32 appeared during autunill in all 13 years,

average of 2.46. This coinparcs fhvourably with the ten years 1 99()—99 when 2() were recorded in sixat 21:

yca;•'. d 11 ring spring, at an overall rate of 2 per vear, 25 appeared in all but one vcar durino au tutnn,
at a::

rennained than 1—2 davs. Records appeared to involve a nnixture of adults and first-Nvinrerand

though ( •.ratnp ct al. ( 1977—94) considered thc latter solncthing of a scarcity in northwest Europcbirc

winter,although not on passage.
! gates throughout thc of the 23 vears for xvhich they were exannined in detail suggest a pattern
likicring winter individuals, fi)llowed and preceded by what appeared to be spring and autL11nn migrants.

I-.arhc•st recorded date ivas 1st January and the latest 29th IDecenlber; hoxvever, there just Mav
and a single June appearance, with none at all during Julv. l)uring the ten years 199(),

of

Ings occurreing in the period 15th August to 21st Septcnlbcr..SI(-'IH

, / 5th, of autumn sightings in coastal England and Wales occur during August—November, peak
past northern Francc being noted October to early Noveniber ( ( Ivalup ct al. 1977—94 j.pa

.eatures tuainly precede adults, apparently because lilany adults stop off to moult in central Europe en
Return spring passage is evident off northern France (C,ape Gris Nez ) late March to late April,
passing during Mav. Off the coasts of Britain, spring migration fi)llows tnuch the satne tinling as in
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northern France, but with substantially fewer birds involved than in autumn. Birds from the west Siberian
population are believed to migrate through Kazakhstan and the Caspian Sea to winter in the Black Sea and
Mediterranean area, some therefore mixing with birds from more western populations. No Little Gulls
have been ringed on Scilly and there are no recaptures from elsewhere.

Sabine's Gull Larus sabini A
Scarce autumn migrant, almost annual, though in some years all or most sightings are from outside
Scillonian waters, e.g. pelagic cruises, or from routine crossings of the RIMV Scillonian. Treated by
the BBRC as a national Scarce Migrant, full written description required by the SRP.

Circumpolar but patchy breeding distribution, incorporating much of arctic North America, Greenland
and central and northeast arctic Asia, though the only known West Palearctic breeding site is Spitsbergen.
Migratory, in eastern Atlantic reaching Southern Ocean. Monotypic. Removed from BBRC Rarities List
January 1963 (Harber & Swaine 1963).

Sabine's Gull vcas known to 19th century Cornish naturalists, E H Rodd describing it as sometimes met
with in immature plumage in mainland harbours and estuaries, though irregular and uncertain in its appear-
ances (Rodd 188()). The same author went on to say that he had never encountered a specirnen in adult
plumage, though he acquired an inmature from Mount's Bay, west Cornwall, where a particularly confiding
individual was knocked out of the air with an oar. On Scilly it just managed an appearance before the start

of the 2()th century, one being shot by Joc White in autunnn 1893, presurnably on Tresco (Clark & Rodd
1906) and a summer plumage adult was seen near the Wolf Rock in September 1894 (Penhallurick 1969).

There were perhaps sixteen 1 9th- or verv early 2()th centurv records from mainland Cornwall bet\veen
1 86() and 19()2 (Penhallurick 1969), the last involving an inland bird shot near Losuvithiel,west Cornwall.

Thc next from Cornwall was noted in 1951 , all sightings from then until thc mid- occurring during

autun)ll, birds usually arriving during weather patterns suggestive ofa North Anwrican origin. According
to PcnhaIiLtrick, the earliest sighting up until the mid- 1 96()s concerned a bird, exceptionally,on 22nd July,

whilst thc latest was 25th Dece:nbcr.

It mav be no coincidence that thc run of nnodern records in both Scilly and Cornwall con)mcnccd with

birds that arrived during 1957 (Penhallurick 1969; CBWPSAR 27). In Scilly's casc this involved one in

The Roads on 1 2th September and then a first-year fi»ur days later between Tresco and St Martin's. Since

that tilne it appeared increasingly and apparently always during autumn, apart fi-otn the exceptional record

ofa bird seen from Scillonian III on 23rd June 199() ( 199()). During thc 25 years 1975—99, it xvas
recorded in all but fi)ttr, ntllnbcrs varving from onc to a possible 18 in 1982, although, as with most

seabird species, keeping track of individuals proved problelnatical. Thc greatest nunlbcr reported on any
day, however, concerned 14 off T resco on I Ith ()ctober 2()()(), during a Inonth when 75, all allegedly
juveniles, were reported in Britain and ten in Ireland (Birding World 13: 394). Sighting dates largely fell

within the period late August to late ()ctober, with the apparent bias towards October perhaps reflecting
the species' vulnerability to easterly drift during severe Atlantic weather.

•roo published records involve aged individuals to make analysis of age groups practical, but a

significant proportion ofsightings reportedlv involved adults. However, reading the reports it seetns clear

that Sabine's Gull presents substantial problcuns in assessing thc validity of repc jrts. This apparently results

a conibination of factors, förcmost of which Illav bc thc tcndencv för birds to arrive in thc least

favourable viewing conditions, plus thc preponderance of similarly pillinaged first-M'intcr Kittiwakes Rissa

tridacnla about the islands during autumn.
()ut.side the breeding season, Sabine's Gulls arc prilnarily pelagic, in thc eastern Atlantic wintering

south to the Southern ()cean, Inost using this route originating fi•om Greenland and Canada, ivhilst those

ii•onn Alaska and Siberia winter in the Pacific (C :ratnp ct al. 1977—94).Greenland and Canadian birds reach
the coast ofwestern Europe via a transoceanic crossing of the North Atlantic, arriving on thc eastern side

between France and Morocco, and consequently it is largely a \vest-coast species in Britain. Breeding areas

are deserted from August or early Septetnber, adults mainly departing befi»re juveniles and the appearance
Sabine's Gulls in British and Irish inshore waters is largeiv associated with severe Atlantic weather

svstems, birds arriving ti•om mid-Augtl.st to mid-Novcmber. Cramp cr al. suggest that 72% arrive in

September—October, with 31% of adults but only 4% of juveniles recorded prior to 3rd Septe:nbcr. Off
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return passage is mainly evident during early Niav (Wernham ct al. 20()2 with thc absence of
Gulls fronl Europe-an inshore vcaters reflecting differences in North Atlantic xveather

at this tinus of year. No Sabine's Gulls have been ringed in Scilly and there are no recaptures fronl

here.

Bonaparte's Gull Larus philadelphia A BBRC 0.94%

rare migrant or vagrant, full written description required by the BBRC.
One t shot Scillv 16th December British Birds 38: 358

990 One St Marv's & St Martin's 21st March to 14th October British Birds 86: 489

North Alnerica, froin Alaska through northwest and central Canada south to central prairies.
yrv, wintering central coastal I-'SA south to West Indies and Mexico. Monotvpic.
of the first record för Scilly are contained in a brief note describing one shot lvhil.st Feeding 011

cxposed by a plough at an unspecified site within the islands on 16th Decenlber 1944 ( CBH'PSAR
•Ihis was fi)llowed after a gap of46 years by another, this time present at various sites throughout thc
during 199(), 21st March until last seen off Innisidgen, St Mary's, on 14th ()ctolncr. IVhen

II 'lind this individual was still in first-winter plumage but during its protracted stay progressed first
and then adult-',vinter plumage. It mostly frequcntcd St Marv's but during April spent timc on St

The first recorded date of the earlier individual is u nknowns theref( ire arrival dates are not charted.
here 'svere a total of 4() Cornish records up to and including 1999, the most recent of which was a

firs; •

ear at Drift Reservoir, west in Novetnber that vear. All sightings occurred between ()crobcr
'

xvith II in March being the highest cornbincd nnonthly total. Thc IBBR('. accepted 1()6 nationalanc.

during thc period 1958—99 and there xvcrc just II known records prior to that period ( BIBR(

Given Scilly's geographical position Illight perhaps bc forgiven för expecting to sec rather jrc

of species about thc i.sland.s.
l)' Inapartc's Gulls noovc south to the Pacific coast or southeast ti117 thc Great Lakes to

At I.EIVic coastal USA, snmllcr nunnbcrs utilising thc central flyway. Alltlllun passage is protracted,

mowng south during September—October, though later along thc Atlantic coast (Cratnp ct al. 1977—94 ).

Alu; as with several Nc jrth Anw•rican migrant passerines, the high incidence of alitunun European vagrancv
in villi species is thought to be largely attributable to an extension of thc initial southeast heading out of

.entral prairies and towards Atlantic coastal northeast North Atuerica, with sonic birds presumablvthc

overshooting or taking a transoceanic routc out into thc path of any autumn Atlantic depressions.citi!t

Biack-headed Gull Larus ridibundus A
Re?ülar migrant and winter visitor, one or more very old and probably unsuccessful breeding
attempts.

. northern and central Eurasia, fioni Iceland, Britain and Ireland, France and Iberia east to Kanuhatka
Åakhalin, fi•om tree-line .south to Mediterranean and northern Mongolia. Migratory in north and cast,ane
:.lllv so or dispersive rcnnainder of range, in Europc xvintcring south at least as far aspar:

It "iierranean. Monotypic. National 36% declinc 1994—99 (Bashford & Noble ). Upgraded fi•onn

to Anobcr-listcd in U K 2()()2: moderatc breeding decline over past 25 vears; 5()% or Inorc of breeding
'tilation at ten or sites (Gregorv ct al. 2()()2

• ine glance at thc 19th century literature in respect of this species and M'e are into the realtns oi

:rtainty. E H Rodd's co:nbined account of Iliack-headcd Gull in his Birds q/
•

Corn Ipnll and thc Scilly
D •Gs ( Rodd 188() vcas short and to thc point, describing it as occurring in winter and perhaps being thc

)nest gull, particularly on the sands at Havle, though these conuncnts pri naarily directed at thc

• ;ish mainland. He xvcnt on to say. hoxvever, that it might bc observed in altno.st anv Inonth and that he

of it having bred in anv part ot- ('.ornwall, 'although it used to do so iornnerlv at Scilli
Rodd eave no authoritv this last clailll but we arc able to glean a little more iniöv:nation

thc conuncnts of other writers and against this species in Rodd's appended list of birds observeG in

tin there appears the connnu•nt 'used fornwrly, to breed in some of the islands, but has ceased
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James Clark and co-author Frances Rodd, nephew of E H Rodd, drew attention to a note in the
margin of the elder Rodd's copy ofMontagu's Dictionary ofBirds (1802—13) (though not in Rodd's own
hand) stating that Black-headed Gull bred in Scilly in 1845 (Clark & Rodd 1906). These last authors also
stated that 'An unknown naturalist xvh() visited Scilly in 1841 speaks of two nests ofBlack-headed Gull he
saw on St Mary's', though unfortunately they too fail to provide any reference. Much later, H W Robinson
( 1925c) described finding a nest with tM'0 eggs in the Inidst ofa Common Tern Stcrna hirundo colony on
2nd June that year, though he too omitted the location. Bv 29th the nest was still intact and Robinson
assunned it had been deserted, but by 12th Jilly it had disappeared. This, hc explained, occurred after a gap of

some eighty years but the incident seems not to have been repeated as there was no nrntion ofBlack-headed
Gull breeding in Scillv bv the time ofa Inid-20th century review ofbreeding birds (Ryves & Quick 1946 j.

Returning briefly to the 19th century, Clark and Rodd considered it annually in xvinter,
occasionally appearing in flocks during late spring, also describing a flock of 14 on Tresco's Abbey Green
on 25th Mav none ofwhich were in breeding plumage. The sole reinaining 19th century reference
to what may have been this species conrs from E H Rodd, who quoted his nephew Frances's report ofa
strange gull he was unable to identify on the Tresco pools on Christmas Day 1864, the younger Rodd
describing it as rather larger than Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyl") with very pointed, white-bordered, tern-like
'blue' H'ings and very rapid flight: 'it might have been a skua, but I do not know'. E H Rodd suggested
Black-headed Gull, but it seems apparent that sonne doubt renvains, particularly as Francis must surely have
been fanniliar with this species.

Penhallurick added nothing further to the Scillonian debate but to thc IOSBR for the ten
years from 1999 .shoxvs a pattern of varving early year nunnbers, of fi•onn just a fexv to 2()0-3()(), most
departing by Inid-Marcln and leaving just scattered singles until late May. At this tinne there was normallv
cvidcnce ofa Sinall spring passage, though seldotn with rnore than snnall groups involved. June was usually
marked by the occasional sighting of-one to two birds bcföre a noticeable return passage got under in
July, ntllnbers at this tinu rapidly increasing fi•onn snvall to nwdium-sized groups to nearer I In some
years numbers continued ro increase into ()ctober, by which tinus individual flock counts in thc mid
h undrcd.s are on record. The only co-ordinated all-island counts involved 232 recorded during the two-
day late-January 1997 Winter Shorebird Survey, I (43%) ofwhich were on Trcsco and 9() (39%) on St
Mary's (I()SBR 1997 ). Little information is available on Black-headcd Gull fZscding behaviourin thc islands,
but on 3 1 st Julv 1992 a swarm ofetnerging ants attracted a fQ•ding flock of 1 5() or more over Hugh TOM n,
St Mary's (IOSBR 1992).

In western Europe, Black-headed Gull winters fronn Iceland, Faeroes, southern Scandinavia and the
western Baltic southxvards, .sonu• reaching Senegal or even thc Gulf of Guinea (Cramp ct al. 1977—94).
However, nnany British birds move only as thr as Iberia and are probably replaced in winter by birds froin
central Europc and thc Baltic states (Wernh•alll ct al. 2()()2). No Black-headcd Gulls have becn ringed on
Scilly and there arc no Scillonian recaptures of birds ringcd elsewhere. However, even bv thc lilid- to late
196()s Pcnhallurick ( 1969) listed 35 individuals fi)L111d in Cornwall having been ringed elsewhere in Europe.
Countric.s involved included Latvia (3), Estonia (l Lithuania (l Finland (5), Sweden (6), )

l)cnnmrk )
, Gcrnvany (7), Netherlands (4) and Belgitlln (4). This leaves little doubt that Black-headed

Gulls reaching xvcst Cornwall, and presunmbly also Scillv, originate substantially from, or at least pass
through, a nu Ilibcr ofcountnes to thc north or east ofBritain. Most birds were recovered betxveen Septenlber
and March, but included were individuals in June, July and August.

Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis A
Until recently an extremely rare micrrant or vaqvrant, now almost annual. Treated by the BBRC as a

national Scarce Migrant, full written description required by thc SRP.

11981

1982

1987
1 990
1990

()ne (second-H'intcr) St Nlarv's 25th Novell) ber (possibly fi•om earlv Novenlber) until at least
1 5th February 1982 |
One (first-year) St Marv's 18th ()ctobcr
()ne (first-year) Porth Heliick, St Marv's 12th & 13th Noveniber
()ne (adult) Porth Hellick & GolfCourse, St Marv's 10th Februarv to 31st March
()ne (first-vear) Porth Hellick & Golf (',ourse, St Nlarv's I I th Februarv until 8th ()ctober
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One (second-winter) St Marv's 22nd ()ctober to 20th Decennber
One (second-winter) St Mary's, & Tresco 22nd October to 20th December
One Garrison, St Marv's 20th September
One (first-u•inter) St Mary's & Tresco 12th Novennber until perhaps 15th June 1997
One (first-summer) T resco 6th to 10th Mav
One St Nlary's Golf Course 19th to 22nd April
One first-xvinter) Porth Killier, St Agnes 23rd April
One (first-xvinter) St Mary's 2nd to 8th November

central-northern North America, fronl British Columbia, Washington and Oregon east through
Great I-akes to Gulfof St TI.vo discrete populations, one western interior, the other Great Lakes

St Lawrence River area to coastal New Brunsvcick. Nc)rtherly populations migratory, wintering
into Mexico. Monotypic. Population increasing Bryant 1997). Rennoved from BBRC Rarities List
i 988 (Lansdovcn and the Rarities Conunittee 1987 ).Januar]

its presence on the islands for some three noonths, a individual seen bv Inanv
and well described tchiled to gain acceptance by the BBRC (I()SBR 1981, 1982, 1984). In the

xvh•at followed over the next two decades, however, this record is perhaps now worthy ofliuhi
At first glance, the apparent indiscriminate nature of the 12 accepted arrival dates and thc

proportion of individuals that remained than a day or two suggest that these were not migrants.

er, closer e.xanunation reveals a fhirly obvious pattern of autumn arrivals and
an cquallv obvious sprinkling of spring individuals during April and May. In this respect it is interesting to

notc (
rainp ct al. ( 1977—94) considered that the occurrence of long-stavintr sununering individuals

probabiy nvaskcd the truc pattern of British and Irish arrivals. In any event there seeins little doubt this
IS destined to become an annual visitor to the islands, iflndecd that is not already the case. Interesting,

too, v •as thc lni,x of ages involved in these 12 sightings, although only onc was an apparent adult.

rather situation exists on nminland Cornwall with an impressive 28() birds recorded since
thc sighting in 1979 ( (.'BWPSAR 69 )

, at an annual avcragc of 14 over thc 2() years. As a consequence,
it difficult to resist connparing the recent sightings in Scilly and Cornwall with thc suggested recent
Nort 00 Annerican population increase (Bryant 1997). Most birds in North America winter in coastal states,
thc thc two populations renmin largely separated. In the east ir winters New England south to

Indies, going as far as Columbia (Crarnp ct al. 1977—94). In autumn, birds connnwnccthc

ic•aving thc breeding grounds n)id-JL11y, initially dispersing across the Great Lakes. And
althouzll bv Septenlbcr few have reached further south, thc intensity of true migration then increases,

having left thc Great Lakes bv l)ccenlber. Interestingly, in view of thc two late-winter Scillonian
arrixai> evidence in the förm of I'lnging recoveries suggests that arrivals in southern USA peak during

Ring-billed Gull arrival dates

4

Jan Feb Mar A p r May Jun Sep Nov Dec

cicar indication of the recent level of increase in British and Irish sightings can bc gained fioni
( .ra;n ct Ill., bv 1983 were able to draw on a sainple of just 29 records, M'hereas by the late 199()s
Snav Perrins ( 1998 ) cited over 6()() such records. The last authors also dreM' attention to thc pattern of
latc'-a:-itunnn or winter arrivals in coastal USA and conMmented that this same pattern of late-vear arrival Nv-as

eviller •

. .11nong the 6()() or so British and Irish records. However, they too thought the presence of long-
stavi:u: sunnnwring individuals could be nvasking the fuller picture.
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Common Gull
Migrant and winter visitor in small to moderate numbers.

Larus canus A

Breeds northern Eurasia, from Iceland, Britain and Ireland east to Kamchatka and Sakhalin, plus northwest
North Alnerica. Mainlymigratory, in West Palearctic wintering south to France, Baltic Sea and Iran. Polytypic:
nominate camts occurs northwest Europe to White Sea; bcinci, or 'Russian Common Gull' western-central
Siberia; kamtscbatscbcnsisnortheast Siberia; bracbvrbyncbusor 'Mew Gull' northwest North America. Amber-
listed in V K: Inoderatc breeding decline over past 25 years; 50% or more of breeding population at ten or
iQwer sites; unfavourable European conservation status (Gregory cr al. 2()02 ). National 4% decline 1994—

99 (Bashford & Noble 2000).
There is some confitsion in the 19th century Scillonian literature between this species and Lesser

Black-backed Gull L. fuscus, Gilbert White apparently confusing the two, whereas W H Heaton though it
might breed in the islands. The former stated similarly under both species (in Jesse 1887) that 'a few
remain all the year round, the greater number leaving in the autumn and returning to their breeding

grounds in ApriP.These renmrks are now ideally suited to Lesser Black-backed but somewhat unsuited to

Common Gull. Heaton, on the other hand, wrote to the Zoologist in 1876 claiming to have Conunon Gull

eggs supposedly taken on Annet that same vear and posing the question 'Does the Conunon Gull breed in
the Scilly Islands?' (Heaton 1876 ). The journal's editor responded robustly remarking that Connnnon Gull

was not föund in thc islands during stilnnrr. He also pointed out that it ivas less common there in winter

than several similar species and that Penzance taxidermist Vingoe and 'Mr Rodd', presumably E H Rodd,
were equally certain it did not breed in thc Land's End district. In fact Vingoe's remarks were based on at

least one visit to Annet during thc breeding season, at which time no Common Gulls had been observed.
F, H Rodd had very little to say about this species in Cornwall generally and nothing at all in relation to

Scilly, describing it as by no means so plentiflll as Kittiwake Rissa tridactyl" or Black-headed Gull L.

ridibltndlts, although going on to state that it was nevertheless not a rare bird in Cornwall and was not
infrequently observed inland ik)llowing the plough ( Rodd 1 88() ). Reasons behind Heaton's belief that his
( :otnmon Gull eggs might have been taken on Annet arc unknown, but we do know that enc 'ugh experienced
egg-collectors visited the island.s during the 19th and carlv 2()th centuries for them to have noticed this
species had it been present. No other conmwntator apparently makes mention ofit and certainly Penhallurick
says nothing of even suspect nesting on thc Cornish mainland. Similarly therc is no mention of it the mid-
2()th centurv review of thc breeding birds of the islands ( Ryves & Quick 1946). Thc sole remaining early
comnnent conu•s ii•om James Clark and E H Rodd's nephew Frances Rodd, who thought small winter parties
seemed not uncommon, though 'great ntllnbcrs' appeared during autumn 1863 (Clark & Rodd 19()6).

Penhallurick too thought it both a regular passage migrant and winter visitor to the Cornish mainland,

believing its status little changed since thc previous century (Penhallurick 1969). Nonetheless, the same
author taund further analysis frustrated by the lack of published numerical data, though it clearly had a

rather patchy distribution throughout Cornwall, being seen in numbers of from one or two to as many as

25() or even though a count of at St John's l.akc, Plynu»uth, in mid-January was presunmbly
exceptional. Interestingl}' Penhallurick found thc situation on Scilly rather diflércnt, it being far less conunon,
with snmller nunlbcrs involved on migration and just single individuals rennaining during winter.

E.xmnining thc records ibr the ten years since 199(), wc find it was present in cvcry vcar, arriving in
aututnn between late July (earliest 24th ) and 6th ()ctober. Although difficult to prove, there was some
evidence of a slight early auttltnn passage, apparent in 1999 from 13th August until late ()ctober, after

it becanu• scarce and only three wintered. This last, though, was unusual and in several winters
single-site counts of up to 13—14 v•ere recorded, e.g. 14 on Satnson on 5th February 1996 and 13 on
Tresco on 25th January 1997. In spring sonne lingered on until as late as June (one in 1999) though most
departed by Februarv or Nlarch. A favoured location för this and other gull species is thc Morning Point
scnverage outlet on St Marv's, where stnall accunullations of feeding Common Gulls arc to be expected

under the right conditions. The only all-island surxey likely to have recorded this present species was the

1997 twq I-day late January Winter Shorebird Survey• which nevertheless failed to locate a single individual
and only one Conunon Gull \vas recorded on St Agnes throughout the whole of 1999, along with one
Ring-billedGull L. dcln Jparcnsis. A mounted skin in the Isles ofScilly Museum on St Mary's förm.s part Of

the on-loan Tresco Abbey collection and was presumably shot locally.
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No Gulls have been ringed on Scilly and there are no recaptures frojn elseu•here.

1k nilallurick quoted ten Cornish recoveries up until the mid- of Conynon Gulls ringed overseas,
Sweden 5), Norway (3) and Denmark (2 ) (Penhallurick 1969 ). But whilst this suggests a Scandinavian

•Qin for at least sonle C011Mnon Gulls wintering in Scillv, this is clearly nc)t the Full picture, as evident

from a bird ringed as a nestling in Co. Mayo, Ireland and recovered in Cornwall the following winter.

Nominate canuswinters primarily in the eastern-coastal North Atlantic, as as northern and xvestern

prance but including the North and Baltic Seas, srnaller nunnbers reaching the Mediterranean,particularly

xvith nu)St reaching the Baltic and North Seas by August or Septenflu•r, young birds initiallv dispersing
and moving south later than adults; Imain return nnovements occurr during March. In discussing

ringing recoveries ofEuropean Common Gulls Crannp ct al. thought a higher proportion ofSwedish
ti-„Ä-n Finnish birds reach Britain and Ireland and that Norwegian individuals head för the sanoe

In contrast, fewer nunlbers of Danish birds reach Britain and Ireland, a fZsature apparently
borne out by the small sanlple identified bv Penhallurick for mainland Cornwall. British and Irish birds

nnigrate, thou 'extensive internal dispersals' can be expected, prilnarily in a south or southwest
direction (Wernham ct al. 20()2). Little is still, about the seasonal Inovemcnts of the larger and
Ga:-ker bcinci froin western-central Siberia; although Inost are believed to M'inter froli) the Caspian and
Biac-k Seas south to Iraq and Iran, a few perhaps reaching the Mediterranean, Baltic or fill-ther west.
I-it "svever, as Gantlett ( 1998 ) points out, its status in Nvestern Europe is clouded by thc difficulty ofcertain
mcntification. Thc North Anu-•rican brachyrbvn c/ju.nvinters Inainlv in the western Pacific and on the face of
it an unlikelv visitor to Britain.

Lesser Black-backed Gull

Summer visitor, migrant and possible winter visitor.

Larus fuscus A

nyall)ly coastal western Europe and northwest Asia. Mainly liligratory,N\'intering castern Atlantic

illth to equator and West Afi•ica — Increasing tendencv to winter in Britain. Polvtvpic: aracllsii, or 'Western
I Black-backed Gull' occurs British Isles, Iceland, France, northwest Spain; intcrmcdilts, or 'Continental

Black-backed Gull' I)cnnnark, Netherlands, southern Norway; nonlinate .fitscus, or 'Baltic Lesser

Gull' northern Norway, Sweden; Dcugltni and taimvrcnsis further east, as far only as about
I ber-listcd in UK: 2()% or Inorc of European breeding population in U K, 5()% or more at ten or

sites (Gregory ct al. 2()()2 ).

T herc arc currently around breeding pairs on about 26 islands, though the bulk of these are on
five islands. Unlike the other two large gull species in Scilly, Lesser Black-backed Gull appears to bc
raining Its ntllübcrs.

There is some apparent confil.sion in the 19th century Scillonian literature between this species and
(ommon Gull L. canus, Gilbert White apparently confused thc two and conuncntcd silnilarly (in Jesse
y: 87) under both species that 'a rennain all thc year round, thc greater nunnber leaving in thc aurunul

a: id returning to their breeding grounds in April'. These renvarks suitably describe I,esser Black-backed

species seenls to be that of Janus Clark and E I-I Rodd's Francis xvh() thought it abundant
-ar-round and that it bred in nunnbcrs on Inost of the uninhabited islands (Clark & Rodd 19()6). Early

centurv accounts include that it bred large nunnbers annong other gulls on Annet (H W Robinson
whilst bv 1936 it was noted that outside thc islands Lesser Black-backs ere lillinerous than:911a),

Blerring Gulls L. argcntatlts 'in thc escort of drifters', Inside the islands their n Illnbers •vitilv

'sæcreased (CBH'P,SAR 6). This last connnnent almost certainly reflects thc situation still todav, Lesser
,iack-backs feeding lilainly out at sea and being by far the least comnnon of the three large gulls around St

:ary's. This last journal remarked the vear that Seunson held a 'huge' colony breeding anion gst
Bracken Pteridilflll aquilinium, M'lth a stnaller colony on Ibryher's Shipman Head ( („'BIVI)S'AR 7), bv

Rvves & Quick ( 1 946) veere describing it as a conunon breeder on all suitable islands.
Verv few eScillonian records nnake reference to racial characteristics of individuals involved,

;cal breeding birds should bc aracllsii, as passing niigrants Iceland. A goodly percentage of
',nigrants should also include intermedius and .fuscus, with the possibilitv even of birds fi•om further east
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occulTing. Difficult to interpret, however, is the 1940's allegation that 'a considerable proportion' within
a 'very large breeding colony' on St Helen's in 1946 were 'Scandinavian Lesser Black-backed Gulls'
C'BIVPS'AR 16), presutnably referring to the förm fusc-Its.TM'() years later a coinnnent appears in the saine
source

( CBWPSAR 18) noting that about 4()0 Lesser Black-backed GLIIIS 'svere exalüined — though
presumably not in the hand — during 24th—25th July, approxinyately 5% ofwhich were considered to have
Inantles darker than gracllsii. according to the au thor, A G Parsons, the appearance of thc spread

wing ruled out 'Scandinavian Lesser Black-backed Gull', though a silllilarity with the 'Danish strain'
remained. This remark presumably intended to attribute these birds to the intcrnlcdius, which
today breeds in southern Norway, Denmark and the Netherlands. Certainly, no such assertion appears to
have been published subsequently and doubt must be attached to these particular records.

The recent marked national trend towards overxvintering within Britain is not reflected in Scillv, it
being scarce in the islands durill(r winter, first returning birds beconning evident perhaps late Februarv,
though it is unclear if these are local breeders or on passage. Despitc initial impressions of chaos, there is a

great deal of order M'ithin Scillonian gull colonies. Herring Gulls being prinmrily confined to boulder
beaches plus sonle rocky outcrops, with Lesser Black-backed Gulls occupving areas above the beach and

further inland, a feature noted bv E H Rodd back in the mid-19th century Rodd 1880). Only in a fZ•w

notable exceptions does this order break doxvn and Lesser Black-backs extend down alnongst thc Herring
Gulls, as on Gugh south of Cuckolds Carn, or at Tresco's Gini ble Porth.

Islands
St Martin's

Tresco
Shil)lnan Head,
St Agnes
Gugh
Sanison

Annet
Gorregan
Rosevean

Sanlson
IBrvher

Nests

50
2

1123
I ()62

51 7

2

5

Islands

Gweal
White Island,

Puffin Island

Round Island

St Helen's

Great Crebawethan
Mincarlo
Maiden
Sciliv Rock

Tean & Pcdnbrosc
Northwethcl
White Island, St Martin's

Great Ganinick
Great & Little Arthur
Great Ganilly

Nornour
Mcnawethan

N ests

4

1 08

24

28

9

6

Locations of 3608 Lesser Black-backed Gull Nests — 1999 (Seabird 2()()() data)

For a gull that spends Inost of thc day out of

sight of land, Lesser Black-backs show a renmrkable

preference för nesting within, or cvcn beneath dense

ground cover, frequently dccp inside tangles of

bram blc R ubusand bracken Pteridium. Indeed, one
surprising feature revealed bv the Seabird 2()()() count

of 1999 Xtc-as I,csser Black-back's recent withdrawal
fi•onn areas xvherc vegetation had bcconu suppressed

bv weather or other actions, as on Annet, and their
accu nn Illation now on islands where vegetation has

Increased, with the consequence that 75% of the
population 2,715 pairs) nests on thc three

islands Sanuson, Gilgln and St Helen's. Interestingly,

of all islands utilised bv this species, these three

bance, but Lesser Black-backs seenl.s unconcerned,
being noore than capable of deterring the occasional

Lesser Black-backed Gull Breeding Distribution Nvandering hunvan! As with several seabird species,
— 1999 (data Seabird 2000) Lesser Black-backed Gulls arc absent fi•onn apparently
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sites in thc Eastern Isles and though reasons for this have still to be determined they nnay

bc. to recent levels of Brown Rat Rattus norpcqiclts infestation, which seenns certain to at least

. account for their recent desertion of Tean and St Martin's White Island.partiali:
lugin defending nest sites early in the year but egg-laying is normallv delayed until xvell into Mav,

and delayed even further in the event of cold easterly winds, the saine feature sonutitnes resulting

in desertion of newly laid clutches. In normal years there is a gap of around three weeks between the mean

laving för Herring Gulls and Lesser Black-backs. Clutch size is two to three eggs, with a nne•an of
.S. In most vears the nmiority of eggs laid hatch but in vears of serious food shortage, for whatever

aroura;
die either soon after hatching or subseq uently. As xvith other large gulls, cstinmting productivitv

for Black-backed Gulls in Scilly is hampered by high chick mobility soon after hatching, particularly

in and the most beneficial method may be counts of large voung around the time of fledging.

al. ( 1991 ) gave 2()5,()()() Lesser Black-backed Gull pairs for Europe ( apparently excluding the

two eastern förms) and 64,4()0 coastal breeding pairs for Britain and Ireland. In comparison, Stone
estimated the UK population at pairs, which is close to the Gibbons ct al. (1993)ct al.

,
• pairs for Britain. However, the British population increased bv 46% during the period

1994—+0 & Noble 2()()0), in which case it Inav ncnv be in thc order of to 12(),()()()

w.lirs. Though a reliable up-to-date figure will only become available once national Seabird 2()()()
coastal
result:. have been published.

ever, using the Lloyd ct al. 1991 figure of pairs, the 1999 Scilly Seabird 2()()() all-island

coun: pairs represents 5.6% of the British and Irish population, use of the Gibbons ct al. 1993

suggests 4.3%, whilst thc possible current upper lilmit of 1 pairs still nuans Scilly holds

,tav it seenns clear that Scillv holds a nneasurable proportion of thc llritish breeding total. GibbonsEither •

_
suggested that I,esscr Black-backed Gull is Kist disappearing as a breeding species in northct n/

in which case anv recent British increases seem likely to bc balanced bv losses elscwhcrc in Europe.Norvo as.u

ins based on the figure of pairs ( Heath ct al. 2()()()) for all European countries,

indic;uv Scillv nnay hold st)lne I .50/n of thc overall European breeding population
of breeding Lesser Black-backed Gulls recorded during various all-island surveys and on

Anne. are shc nvn in thc Charts, Annct totals arc nnainly based on nest counts whereas all-island counts

were alleged between-year mix of nest.s and pairs. Between-vcar variation in ntllnbers on Annet is

perhaps difficult to explain, but may partly relatc to vegetational changes, as in 1976, when a nvo-third.s

reduction in breeding pairs over two vcars was mainly thought attributablc to a loss of tall
. e.g. Bracken, resulting two particularly dry stilnnners (Allen 1976). Thc morc recent, latcplan 1 •

1990', reduction is perivaps explained by a redistribution of pairs cither to Gugh or St Helen's,

agai:: apparently attributable to a loss of tall vegetation caused bv winter wind and salt datuage (pers. obs. )

and not nairrored by comparablc reduction in the all-island total. Looking at thc all-island situation, it

.

• obvious that Lesser Black-backed Gull is its status within Scilly, regardless of marked
dcciincs in Herring and Greater Black-backed Gulls L. nmrilllts.

Inost recent winter count involved thc two-day late Januarv 1 997 Winter Shorebird Survey (Lock

xvhen 636 were recorded throughout the tnain islands. these, 328 (51%,) and 283 (44%)
l,ock suggested that thc January 1997 figures Illight bc'tivel\' xvcrc on S•atnson and Tresco.resl

inte s: l.ltion•aliv significant, the individual site criterion having since been set at 4()() individuals. I-lowcvcr,

the 'ir,ling of the 1997 survev nu:ans somc early returning birds nvay also have been involved.

total of I ,423 Lesser Black-backed Gulls had been ringed on Scilly up until 1999, 719 prior to 197()
'

704 since then. Perhaps more than any species involved in local ringing progrannnws, Lesser Black
ano
bae l.ui Gull detnonstrates the valuc of such in helping to answer difficult but nonetheless ilnportant

yns on iong-tel'lll population dynalnics. For exatnple, birds ringed by St Agnes Bird ()bservatorv

nvecrs as pulli on Annet in 1966 are known to have been alive and presunmbly breeding on thc sanic

lintil at least 1995, alnu»st 3() years later. More recently, young several islands, identifiable byisla:
ed coloured plastic rings, have detnon.strated a naarked and quite rapid first-xvinter dispersal to theenc

Portugal and Spain, sotne arrivinta befin-c thc end of August, at least one first-vear moving on
coastal Morocco by Novennber. Sonic, however, apparentiy go no tin-ther south than Brittany and

is even a strong suggestion many voting birds, perhaps even most, spend their first full sununcrthe:

arownci the coast of northern France. However, one probletn with colour-ringing in Scilly is the relative
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absence of any intensive gull-u•atching effort during sununer, plus obvious difficulties associated with
trving to prove the presence of rings on birds breeding in deep vegetation.

So far, birds up to three years of age have been sighted in Spain, Portugal and Morocco in
thoucll Fewer ofgreater age fro:n the study are available yet för reporting. In recent vears, limited attention
has been paid to July and August accumulations of Lesser Black-backed Gulls on Annet's xvest coast,
a nunlber of colour-ringed adults originating from the Bristol Channel colonies, presumably involving
birds Inoving south. Of considerable interest are the II Illnber of recoveries resulting fronn birds rill Qted in
Scilly during the earlv 20th century, first ofxvhich vcas a bird ringed on Rosevear in Julv 1914 and shot in
Portugal in Decernber that sanr year.

Western European populations, i.e. gracllsii and illtcr;ncdius, winter coastally south to the equator, a
fexv also enter the xvestern Mediterranean, fuscus nu)ves Imainly south or southeast,
overland to the Black Sca and eastern Mediterranean, some continuing into eastern Africa. VVestern European
birds begin leavinc the breeding colonies from late July, reaching Iberia by August, though most
movement occurs duri ng September. There is a Inarked tendency för British and Irish first-winter birds to

Inove further south than adults, and sonne 8()% ofAfrican recoveries involve this category
( ct m',

1977—94; cr al. 2()()2 ). This no doubt explains adults are able to comnnence reappearing in
Sciliv at least Illid-February. Interestingly, Baker (in CraniP ct al.) suggested that adults undertaking
a long migration are perhaps disadvantaged in their competition för nesting territories and are therefore
Nvintcring closer to the breeding sites. The is investigating reports of British fuscus records based

on recoveries of birds ringed in Scandinavia (BC) URC 2()()2a).

Recorded Lesser Black-hacked Gull pairs — Scilly

3608
2 97 3

3778
3070

Lloyd ct al. 1991; 1974 Allen 1974-77; 1977 = Allen 1974-77; 1983 = P HarveyData Sources: 1969
1983; 1987 = Birkin & Sn„ith 1987; 1997 = Wagstaff 1997; 1999 Seabird 2000 — unpublished data.

Recorded Lesser Black-backed Gull nests — Annet

1200

1000

600

400

| 000

541

90()

622 517

1 81

l„lovd ctal. 1991 • 1974 = Allen 1974-77; 1976 1974-77; 1983 =Data Sources: 1969 =

P J Robinson 1 992b; 1993— Birkin & Snnith 198¯• 1991 = VV Wagstaff pers. comnu1 983; 198 • 1992
J Robinson 1993; 1994 = P J Robinson 1994; 1995 = P J Robinson 1995a•, 1996 = Wagstaff 1996',

1 997 = WagstafT 1998 = P J Robinson 1998; 1999 = Seabird 20001997 — unpublished data.

Controls
5863

GG24625

Pul

P Ill

Slu )kholnn, Penlbrokeshire
9th J111\' 1975

Island,Skomer
4th Juiv 1987

Skonwr Island,

E45

Penlbrokeshire

Pembrokeshire

FD Annet 13th April 1982

FD Annet 25th Mav 1993
FR St Agnes II th June 19961985
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Pul

Pul
Pul

Skomer Island,

Skomer Island
Skomer Island

Selecæet Recoveries
Rosevear 1 6th

Pembrokeshire 1986

1984
1990

July 1914

Pill

Pul
Pul

Ptil

Pill

Pul

Pul

Annet 21st June 1923

Gugh 8th July 1924

Samson 2nd July 1959

Annet 26th June 1962

Annet 4th July 1966
Annet 7th July 1966
Sanoson 4th August 1993
Gugh 9th July 1996

Gugh 4th Julv 1994

Gugh 9th Julv 1996

Gugh 9th July 1996

( ;ugh 4th July 1994

FR
FR

Fl

FD

FR

GAO 7 —3—

GF41 308

Lesser Black-backed Gull Ringing Recaptures

He-ring Gull

Gulls

St Agnes 11th June 1996
Annet 17th July 1996
Annet 18th July 1996

Gull Point, Guch 28th July 1996

Fao, Minho, Portugal December 1914
Caperica, Lisbon, Portugal

28th September 1924

Aiguillon sur Mar,Vendee, France
9th Mav 1925
Olhao, Algarve, Portugal
12th January 1961
Linea de Ia Concepcion, Cadiz, Spain
10th January 1963
Annet 14th Mav 1992
Annet 6th Junc 1995
Sale, Morocco 16th Februarv 1996
Viana Do Catclo, Minho, Portugal

20th October 1996
Figueira Foz, Beira Litoral, Portugal

7th October 1997
Casablanca, Morocco 25th Februarv 1997
Ille de Re. France 3()th June 1997
Portes de Rc, France 30th June 1997
Ille de Re, France I I th Septennber 1997
IIIc de Re, France 15th Jtllv 1998
l.cs Portes dc Re, France 18th Julv 1998
Marrais Vendee, France
28th Mav 1998
Marrais Vendee, France
4th June 1998
Figueia da Fos, Portugal
19th ()ctober 1998
Beira Literal, Portugal

5th Noven)ber 1999

Larus argentatus A
Breeang resident plus probable migrant and winter visitor. A full written description is required by

the r,i'RC in the case of all smithsonianusrecords.

us Records
( .St Marv's 18th I)ecember 199¯ to at least 6th April 1998

British Birds 91: 479
(hit' islands 30th January to I rt/' Febr,'tit/?' Birding Il'in•/d 15: 52

rari01ts is/ands.ti•onl 0th Fclprttary, dead Tres"" 2811' Birding 15: 52
( rnrions islands 25th 28th Fcbruarv Birdina II 1 5: 52
()nt• l/irst-)l'intcr) Brvhcr 20th NorcJ11ber Birding HÜn•/d 1.5: 440

'!F3jpolar, breeding coastal \Vest Palearctic through central Asia to 1 E, also northeast Asia, Canada
•rtheast USA. Disper.si\Q', northern birds Illovc south in winter. Polvtypic: nonlinatc or

.
; Herring Gull

•

occurs Denmark and Scandinavia; Iceland, Faeroes, British Isles,
L I-rance and North Sea coasts to western Gernnnv: smirbsnnianns, or 'Anwrican Herring Gull'west
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probable pending split), North Alnerica and northern Siberia. Until recently Herring Gull was widely
accepted as conlpris•ing three groups, i.e. 'cachinnans', 'armcnicus' and nominate 'arqcntatus' (Cramp
al. 1977—94; Collinson 2()()1 b). Increasingly, however, authorities have treated cachinnans and armcnicus
groups as a full species, 'Yellow-legged Gull', but more recently this group too is being split even further
see Yellow-legged Gull Thc form smitlßonianus is undergoing consistent North American population
decline (Bryant 1997), as are western European forms. Amber-listed in UR: probably greater than
breeding decline over past 25 years; 50% or Inore of breeding population at ten or fewer sites ( Gregory ct
al. 2002 National 1 decline 1998-99 (Bashiörd & Noble 2000).

About 900 pairs currently breed on 34 islands, making this the second Inost widespread breeding
seabird in Scilly after Great Black-backed Gull L. marinus. Nevertheless, it has undergone a decrease
in Scilly generally since 1974 and an eleven-fi)ld decrease on Annet since 196(). Numerous bone remains
unearthed from the prehistoric site on Nornour in thc Eastern Isles were thought to include those of

young gulls Larus (Turk 1984b). And though they could not be identified specifically these presumabl,.
involve one or other of the three large gulls currentlv breeding in Scilly.

Herring Gull was not often referred to by early M'riters, E H Rodd's only contribution being mention
of his nephew Francis seeing a large flock on Tresco's freshwater pools on Christinas Day 1864 (Rodd
1 88() J. Gilbert White thought a few remained all year, though the greater nutnber during autumn and
returned to their breeding grounds in April (in Jesse 1887), a comment White nonetheless applied to
several gull species, nor all of which bred in Scilly However, by the start of the 2()th century, Jatnes Clark
and Francis Rodd considered it abundant vear round and breeding in great numbers on tnost uninhabited
islands (Clark & Rodd First published breeding account apparently involved H W Robinson's
191 1 observation ofa nest "'ith five eggs on Melledgan on 22nd May (H W Robinson 191 1 b), This was
fi)llowed some years later by a note of •a fZ•w' breeding on Shipman Head, plus 'a large colony' on
what was described as Stony Beach, Samson ( (,'BWPSAR 7). Nonetheless, by thc mid- 1 94()s it was being
described as an abundant breeder (Ryves & (Qilick 1946).

According to Lloyd ct al. ( 1991 numbcrs ofHerring Gulls breeding in Britain increased by an estimated
I 3% annually flom at least the until thc and Parslow ( 1967a) noted that it had

increased widely, especially during the preceding 2() vear.s. However, between the national surveys of

and 1985—87, nyany populations decreased by nnorc than this being reportedly more
pronounced in western Scotland and western England. Unfortunately, there is only one pre- 1974 Scillonian
Herring Gull count, though thc decline from that point on fits the national picture. Reasons ibr these late

century declines are coinple.x but arc mainly thought attributable to changes in the disposal ofhuman
waste, and to changes within the fishing industry, though Lloyd ct al. thought that human persecution
nvay also have played a role. ( )verall, though, numbers of Herring Gulls breeding in Britain and Ireland fell
by around 4()% between the two national survcvs (Lloyd al. 1991 I-10\vever, without knowing more
about the nujvctnents of adult Herring Gulls, particularly during winter, it Inay bc difficult deterjnining
what the controlling fhctors are in relation to the Scillonian population. Yet, although local changes in waste

disposal sceni an unlikely CatlSC, recent changes to thc Cornish fishing industry mav perhaps bc relevant.

IDuring the Seabird 2()()() survey, 9()3 pairs of Herring Gulls were [bund breeding on 34 islands or

rocks in 1999. Main concentrations were on Sanison
( 184 — 2().3%), Gugh ( 1 59 — 17.6%) and Trcsco ( 1()2

— I I .2%i, thc least nunlber encountered being single nests on bleak Maiden Bower and precipitotls Castle

llrvher. l.lovd ct al. ( 1 991 ) included that the Scillonian Herring Gull population connprised some 16% of

the total southxvcst England, but that percentage now have decreased.
As observed under I.esser Black-backed Gull L, jhscns, despite initial ilnprcssions of chaos there is a

great deal of inter-spccitic order within Scillonian gull colonies. Herring Gulls arc prinmrily confined to
boulder beaches, or occur on sonle rocky outcrops extending inland the beaches, Nvhilst Lesser Black-

backs mainly occupv areas above thc beach and fitrthcr inland. Even so, a few Herring Guli pairs are Often

mixed iVith Lesser Black-backs awav ti•om main Herrin•zGull concentrations, as on Annet, St Helen's

or Sannson, there is perhaps one pair of Herring Gulls in everv tivo or three hundred Lesser Black-

back pairs. This iZ•aturc is easiiy accom.nnodated during anv survev once observers are Kuniliar with diflZ•rences

in the calls of Herring and Lesser Black-backs, or with subtle differences in eggs of the two species.

l)uring the earlv 199()s, productivity checks carried out in the Herring Gull colony at Gull Point'

Gugh. Mean clutch size was f7)11nd to be in thc region of 2.7 eggs, whilst during an average year pairs

fledged about ().53 voun's-: per total ntllübcrot-nests, or just over one chick per successfill nest (P J Robinson
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Island
St Marv's
St Martin's

Tresco
Shipman Head, Brvhcr
St Agnes
Guch
Sannson

Annet
Rosevear
Mincario
Ilii.qvilgig
Malden Bower
Castle Brvhcr
Scillv Rock
G "'eal
White Island, Samson
Puffin Island

N ests

2

18

102
23

159
1 84
42

6

8

1

1
10

15

15

31

Island

Round Island
St Helen's

Tean & Pednbrose

Northwcthel
Foremans Island

Crow Island
Plum Island
White Island, St Martin's

Guther's Island
Great Ganinick
Little Ganinick
Great & Little Arthur
Ragged Island
Great Ganillv
Nornour
Great Innisvouls
Menawethan

Gulls

N ests
8

62
10

5

3

6

34
18

2

6

8

9

3

5

Locations of 903 Herring Gull Nests — 1999 (Seabird 2000 data)

io

unpublished data). From this it was assumed that

causes of any decline in Scilly were probably
unconnected to breeding success. Since at least 1995,

up to three or four pairs ofHerring Gulls have been

nesting or showing obvious signs of doing so, e.g.
copulating, undergoing sitc selection, and rudi-

mentary nest building, on rooftops in Hugh Town
on St Mary's, and young have been fledged in at
least two years, very possiblv more (Wagstaff 1996;
P J Robinson 1998). Thc level of such activity sccms
certain to increasc within Hugh Town, as indccd it

has at numerous other rooftop colonics throughout
Britain. The closest such sites to Scilly arc in St Ives,
Newlyn and Penzance, all in west Cornwall, in which

area large gulls were first recorded nesting on
rooftops from about 195() (Cramp 1971 ).

As with Lesser Black-backed Gull, little seems
Herring Gull Breeding Distribution — 1999 (data to have been published on thc racial status of Herring
Seabird 2()()()) Gulls involved in Scillonian sightings, except that a

nulliberof reports in recent vears have referred to the appearance in the islands ofyellow-legged individuals,

been and in recent vcars were confined to thc two-dav late Januarv 1997 Winter Shorebird Survey,
when a rotal of 1,765 would have omitted Herring Gulls away froin tidal areas (Lock 1999). The
species fåirly evcniv distributed over föur islands, Bryhcr, St Mary's, Tresco and Samson, these accounting
för 443 392, 366 and 352 respectively, whereas St Martin's and St Agnes scored I and I respectively.
( )thcr than this, counts have tvpicallv been as in 1994 plus were in Porth Cressa during
January, 3()() on St Agnes and 265 on Tresco during October, the St Agnes figure reducing to bv

midv Novennber. Thc greatest number recorded in one place, at least in recent vears, probably involved 5()()
or attending a trawler in The Roads for txvo davs during December 1995. Although such figures may
not particularly helpful in determining the size of the nan-breeding population, the species received
even less attention in some vears, to the point even of not being mentioned at all.

i.ittle, too, has been published on the feeding behaviour of Herring Gulls in Scilly, though a report of
thc:n eating swedes during the severc Nveather of earlv 1963 perhaps demonstrates their adaptability
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( 33). By nvainland standards, rubbish disposal sites are difficult to come by in Scilly now most
human waste on St Mary's is incinerated, a factor reflected in thc small number of Herring Gulls now

and up to about 50 regularlv frequent the Hugh Town area in search of food provided by islanders and
visitors alike. However, rhc vast majority of Herring Gulls in Scillv continue to feed along the intertidal
zone and in adjacent areas and therefore seldonn come into direct contact with humans. Young (1987)
described an individual Herring Gull that specialised in feeding on Rabbits ()ryctolagus cl'/liculits inside
Jersey Zoo, but this behaviour seems not to have been recorded in Sciliv, despite the presence ofa Widespread
Rabbitpopulation, including on some islands frequented by breeding gulls. However, it is noticeable that
on islands with high concentrations of breeding gulls, e.g. Annet, or Samson, Rabbits seem disinclinedto
show themselves during daylight, although if this is a consequence of gull predation then Lesser and Great
Black-backed L. marinus offer a more probable explanation.

An unusually dark first-xvinter smithsonianus or 'American Herring Gull' frequented St Mary's from
18th December 1997 until at least 6th April 1998 (see Table). It remained mainly in the Porth Mellon and
Dump areas and because its presence in Scilly coincided with the discovery in Hugh Town of •a putative
Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor, it was seen by Inany birders. The smithsonianus record was accepted by
the BIBRC as thc föurth for Britain, the subspecies having been added to the BOV's Category 'A' on the
strength ofa bird in Ireland during November—December 1986 (BOVRC 1992) and onto the British list
via a bird in Cheshire during February—March 1994 ( Ibis 139: 197). During February 2()()2, three reported

51, I 1()). First-winter 'Alnerican Herring Gull' plunnage is normally distinctive, but less obvious
individuals are nonethclcss liable to be overlooked and Millington & Garner (1998) emphasised the

likelihood of adult smithsonianus being overlooked alnong flocks of mixed-age large gulls Larus. The
northern or 'Scandinavian Herring Gull' nnust surely pass through thc islands, or even winter,
but if so thc topic secllls to have received littlc attention.

1500
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Recorded [l erring Gull nest Counts Scilly
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Data Sources: 1969 = Lloyd al. 1991; 1974 Allen 1974-77; 1977 = Allen 1974-77; 1983 - P Harvev
1983; 1987 = Birkin & Smith 1987; 1993 - P J Robinson 1993; 1999 Seabird 2000 — unpublished data.

Recorded Herring Guli nests — Annet

600

400
234

2110

Data Sources: 196() Allen 1974—77: 1974

31

= Allen 1974-77; 1983 P Harvev 1983; 1987 Birkin &
Sinith 1987,. 1992 = 1 Robinson 1993; 1994 = P J Robinson 1994; 1996I Robinson 1992b; 1993
Wagstaff 1996; 1998 - P J Robinson 1998; 1999 Seabird 2000 — llnpublished data.

Thc current national status of the Scillonian Herring Gilli population will only beconnc clear fi)llowing
publication of the Seabird 2()()() results. Htnvever, at the tiluc of the 1987 estinmte of 1 British and

Irish pairs (Lloyd ct al. 1991 Scillv held less than 1% of thc national population, "'hereas using Stone's

. In Britain, Herring Gulls areUR figure of 1 8(),()()() pairs produced a very silliilar result ( Stone cr al. 199"
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distributed both coastally and inland during winter, ringing studies revealing that a large percentage
of birds wintering south as far as the Home Counties are arucntatus from northern Europe (Wernham ct

Within Britain, birds gravitate towards main gull wintering areas (mostly coastal ) after breeding,
\Vith sonle southward drift among more northern populations (P Lack 1986 ). Ringing data show a clearly

increased tendency for birds from southwest England to reach northwest France during 'Winter than those
from elsewhere in England or Ireland (Wernham ct al. 2002). A total of 1,073 Herring Gulls had been
ringec: in Scilly up to the end ofl 999, the 854 (79%) prior to 1970 doubtless reflecting its greateravailabilitv
at that :iyne. The Table, which shows a selection of known Scillonian-ringed controls and recoveries but

iocal movements, suggests a south and east movement of Scillonian birds, though onlv as far as

or France, the single control from France involving a bird ringed in northwest Brittanv rhc
previous autumn. Some of thc controls support the known southward movenunt ofmore northerly birds,

though the Scillonian-ringed individual in Norfolk three vears later is noteworthv.

Controls

AJ2025
AJ96961

Recoveries
A F 32 7

A JS'S 102

AJ8X123

GF4129
GI-A 1212
GA()9929

Ad Brests France 1 7th October 1956
Pul Lundy, Devon 14th June 1958
Pul Bodorgan, Anglesey 5th July 1963

Pul Isle of Mav, Firth of Forth 1967

Pul Sanda Island, Kintyre 3()th June 1994

Pul Scillv 6th Julv 1952

Pul Annet 26th June 1962

Pul
Pul

Gugh 24th June 1963

Gugh 1st Julv 1964

Annet 12th July 1964

Annet 3()th Junc 1963

Gugh 3rd July 1994
Gugh 27th June 1994
Gugh 29th June 1998

FD

Fl

Fl

Fl

Selected Herring Gull Ringing Recaptures

Yellow-legged Gull

Scilly 17th April 1957
St Mary's 1 7th February 1963
St Agnes (spring) 1964
Porth Cressa, St Marv's
28th September 1977
Porth Cressa, St Marv's 8th 1994

Piriac, Penistin, Morbihan, France
23rd April 1954
La Barra de Monts, Vendee, France
3rd December 1962
Newlvn, west Cornwall
2nd December 1963
St Ives, west Cornwall
26th September 1964
La Turballe, 1,0irc-Atlantiquc, France
1st November 1964
()ld Great Yarmouth, Norfolk 27th
February 1966
Par Sands, Cornwall 20th February 1995
Hayle, west Cornwall 16th June 1995
Plynnouth, Devon 19th February 1999

Larus michahellis A
migrant or winter visitor, full written description required bv the SRI).

Still considered by sorne authorities as part of the Herring Gull L argentatus complex, this largely
jgnisable group I.S increasingly vie\ved as a species in its oven right (Collinson lb) and nvay perhaps
be further split. Breeds West Palearctic fronn France south and eastwards through Mediterranean and

Blac k Sea, Inigratorv or dispersive. Polvtypic: atlantisoccurs Azores, Madeira and Canarv Isles; Illic/yahcllis,

01' Gull' •ecestcrn France, western Iberia, Morocco and into Mediterranean •

or 'Arlnenian Gull' Arnwnia, eastern Turkey and Iran. ()pinion.s varv on of

inciuding cachinnnns, or 'Caspian Gull' and perhaps three additional förm.s of large white-headed
gtiiß, ( ( '-rainp cr al. 19 ——_94; (lollinson bj.

u•ted 1110St years and are nornnally accepted as J/licjmhcllis, or H'hat is now ecnerallv referred to as
'Nh estern Yelicnv-leggcd Gull'. Nevertheless, assessing nunabers of individuals involved is Otien contused bv
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long-stavers plus intcr-island movements, for example a total of about twentv sightings during 1999 were
thought to have involved perhaps just four individuals. However, it should also be borne in mind that a

minute percentage ofHerring Gulls do have yellow legs (Garner ct al. 1997; Jonsson 1998). A typical year
for Yellow-legged Gull sightings was 1996, comnnencing with one at the Tresco rubbish dump for two
days during early January and another at nearby Ginnble Porth on 24th March. These were followed by an
adult at Lower Tcnvn, St Martin's, on 2nd April, this same individual possibly accounting for sightings
from St Agnes and rhen Tresco's Great Pool on the 8th. Four morc Tresco reports followed, on 27th
April, 7th and 16th July and finally on 12th October, though the actual numbers of birds involved was
irnpo.ssible to ascertain. The form cachinnans is also a rare visitor to Britain most M'inters and so could
occur in Scilly (Gantlett 1998 A presumed mic/mbcllisu•asseen apparently paired with a Herring Gull on
Gugh early in spring 1992 (pers. obs.) but was not relocated subsequently. Early Scillonian records of
Yellow-legged Gull in Scilly include one to nvo on St I\'iary's during latc September and mid-October
1972 and what was prestilnably one of these two from 21st to 31st October.

Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides A
Regular migrant or winter visitor, full written description required by the SRP.

1 852
1884
1885
1 890
1923
1951

1 967
1969
1974
1974
1974
1980
1981

1981

1982
1 982
1983
1984
1987
1990

1 990
1991

1992
1993
1994
1994
1996
1996

199
199

1998
1999
1999

()nc (first-N\'intcr — shot) Bryhcr Rodd 1852b
()livcr's Castle, Tresco 1884 Clark & Rodd 1906
One T resco infant school 25th February Clark & Rodd 1906
()nc 'Scillv' 1st l)ecembcr Clark & Rodd
()ne St Marv's wintered until 9th Mav Penhallurick 1969
Onc (adult) St Marv's 28th April

()ne 'l resco 12th February
()ne (first-winter) St Mary's 3rd Noveniber
()ne (adult) St Agnes 8th ()ctober

()nc (first-year) Harbour, St Marv's February to mid-summer 1975
()ne (second-year) Harbour, St Mary's Februarv to end of May
()nc (adult) St Agnes 27th & 28th October
()ne Porth Hellicks St Mary's 3rd February
()nc (second-winter) Harbour, St Marv's 29th Januarv

Onc (second-vear) Burnt Island, St Agnes 24th May
()ne (second-winter) Bant's Carn & Porthloo, St Mary's 6th to 8th February
One Porth Cressa, St Mary's 'end of year'
()ne (second-year ) SE Mary's 6th to 27th Februarv
()ne (first-year) Sr Mary's 19th to 21st January (dead 22nd)
()nc (first-winter) St Agnes & St Niarv's 16th ()ctobcr
( (first-winter) Porth (urcs.sa, St Marv's 2nd & 3rd February
()nc (first-M'intcr) Porth Hellick & Porthloo, St Marv's 3()th & 31st December
()nc St N'iartin's & T resco 3()th Decennber to Februarv 199 1

Onc various islands 16th to 2()th October
()nc (first-winter) Annet 14th Mav
()ne irona RMV Scillonian III 1 3th ()ctober
()ne (first-"'inter) T resco & St Marv's 15th January to 16th May
()ne Hugh Town, St Mary's 4th to 27th April

()ne (first-winter) Porth Hellick, St Marv's 16th January to 4th March
()ne (second-summer) St Agnes & T resco 22nd Mav
()ne (first-winter) Porth Cressa, St Marv's 12th to 16th Februarv
One (adult) St Marv's 18th Februarv to March
()ne (first-winter) l)avmark, St Martin's 6th March
At least one (first-winter) St Marv's 2nd January to 8th Mav
()ne (adult) Porth Mellon & Porthloo, St Mary's 8th Februarv
One (second-winter) Rocky Hill, Airport and Porth Cressa, St Marv's 1st to 6th December
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'Rumlien's Gull' Records
1994 One St Mary's 30th March to 4th June IOSBR 1994
1998 One possibly two) St Mary's 2nd February to 19th March

IOSBR 1998; Birding World 1 1: 86

Breeds south and west Greenland and northeast Canada. Migratory or dispersive,movingsouth in Atlantic
during winter to line from British Isles to Carolinas in eastern USA. Polytypic: nominate glaucoidcs occurs
Greeniand and, recently, Novaya Zemlya; lunnlicni, or 'Kumlien's Gull' northeast Canada. Some authorities

closely related Thayer's Gull L. thavcri of central-northern Canada as forin of Iceland Gull L. q.

M'hilst some also consider lutmlicni a hybrid population between glaucoides and tbaycri (e.g.

Boertman — British Birds 94: 547—548).
First published nuntion of Iceland Gull in Scilly canu in E H Rodd's letter to the Zoologist of 1852,

entitled '()ccurrenceof Iceland Gull (Larus Islandicus) at Scilly', in which he drew •attention to the shooting

ofa specimen in thc islands during the latter part of May or beginning of June that year (Rodd 1 852b). He
later Inentioned that the bird had been in immature plumage and was shot by the Rcv J H Jenkinson,
describing the upperparts as 'dull white, with occasional broccoli-brown markings, thc smaller webs of* the
quill iZ•athers being also ofa pale brown; the rest of the plumage being entirely white' (Rodd 188()).
luainland Cornvc•all Rodd described it as reasonablv frequent in occurrence, though he kneiV of only four
or so specilnen.s obtained up until 1 88(). Clearly though, thc situation changed on Scilly thc close
ot-the 19th century, Janus Clark and E H Rodd's nephew Francis mentioning three more in the islands by
1 89() (Clark & Rodd also clarifying that Jenkinson's 185()'s individual had been obtained on
llrvher. First of the additional Scillonian records M'as shot by T resco gannekeeperDavid Smith near Oliver's
(lastlc at thc northern end of T resco Channel in 1884 and the next near Tresco infants school on 25th
February 1885, whilst the last, a probable adult, seen at an unnamed location on 1st December 189().

( lhccking through earlier records, Penhallurick ( 1969) fi)und just four 2()th century Scillonian records

up until the niid- 1 96()s and only för nminland Cornwall, suggesting, with apparent justification, that in

( h jrnw•all it was thr scarcer than Glaucous Gull L. bypcrborcus. Of thc two Scillonian birds that wcrc aged,
one vcas an adult and onc a first-vear, and only one of the Ebur possibly overwintered.

I-aking the ten vcars 199(), Iceland Gull was recorded in all except 1995, with the Inajority of

sightings falling in thc second period. However, during thc 15-year period prior to the 199()s it

arrived in only six vears and in substantially numbers. Thc Table shows all published Iceland Gull records
up until 1999 and clearly denlonstratcs nutch more frequent it has bee-onw since about 198(). Reasons för
this increase arc unclear and it may be nnore apparent than real,

among other things perhaps reflecting increased
observer coverage, apart which it may also reflect an increased interest in gull identification in Britain

generallv. Thc Chart incorporates all 31 recorded arrival dates plus the two 'Kumlien's Gulls'.

least twicc (possibly involving three individuals) in Scilly since 1994 (see Table the first British record
dating 1869 and involving a bird killed in Shetland in late November ( 1997; Palnwr 2()()()).

In addition, thc closely related North Annerican Thaver's Gull, sonic authorities, e.g. Snow & Perrins
( 1 098 treat as a förnn of Iceland Gull, L. {J. tlmycri, has occurred in Ireland (McGeehan & Millington 1998).
.So it is certainly u•orth bearing naind the possibilitv of these tivo förnl.s/specie.s M'hcn confronted by anv

Greenland populations ofthe low-arctic breeding nominateWaucoidcs arc Inainly liligratory, the naa)ority

('feastern birds probably NVintering along Iceland's northern coasts, where they arrive from late Septennber,
anci depart again their breeding grounds by late April (Cranlp CI ill. 1977—94). Hcnvever, each "'inter

in naore southeriv latitudes after thc adults depart in spring. The Canadian 'ktllniien'.s Gull' winters along thc

oi northeast North Anwrica, Hudson Bav to at least Long Island and inland as far as the Great Lakes.
Recent stragglers have been noted in Britain, Ireland, l)ennyark and Shveden (Snow & Perrins 1998 Thaver's

arctic Canada and "'inters prilliarily in \vest-coa.st North Anrnca south a.s far as California, though sonu
can be found annualiv in lilid-we.stcrn and eastern coastal states south to Texas and Florida. Interestinglv,
-

l'ha.ver's Gull breeds closer to Britain than Franklin's Gull L. pipi.vcnn, för which there 4() British

records up until 1999 ( NIcGechan & Millington 1998 ). Il'hll.s ali populations are likely to coine in contact
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Iceland Gull arrival dates

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Aug Sep Oct Dec

with cach other at some time. For further reading on thc identification of first-winter Kumlien's Gull see
Garner ct al. (2000). NO Iceland Gulls have been ringed on Scilly and there are no recaptures from elsewhere.

Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus A
Scarce annual migrant or winter visitor, full written description required by the SRI).

Circumpolar, breeding edge ofthe Arctic Ocean from southern Barents Sea east through extreme northern
Asia, Alaska and Canada to Greenland, including Iceland, Spitsbergen and Novaya Zemlya. Polytypic:
nominate hvpcrborcus occurs Eurasia and North America; barropimntsAlaska; pallidissimus eastern Siberia.
Classification ofpaler Icelandic and Greenland birds questionable, perhaps as separate lcuc.erctes or 'Greenland
Glaucous Gull' (Gantlett 1998).

E H Rodd Inade no mention of Glaucous Gull in rhc islands but knew it as an occasional visitor to
Inainland Cornwall at irregular intervals, pointing out that a 'fine large bird of this species' in his collection
was obtained in Mount's Bay, west Cornwall, during early April 1872 (Rodd 188()). According to James
Clark and F. H Rodd's nephew Francis, first and second Scillonian records involved a young fZ•nnale shot at
Pentlc Bay, Tresco, by veteran gamekeeper I)avid Smith in 1874, and onc shot by T A Dorricn-Smith at

(.arn Near, also Tresco, in 1885 (Clark & Rodd 1906).

Surprisingly, Penhallurick ( 1969) could trace only ten records of this species on Scilly up until 1967,

latest dates being 1 6th May and 16th Junc. Unlike nuniniand Cornwall, where all records at least until the

Inid-1 involved single individuals, on Scilly up to three birds had been recorded as being loosely

associated, as on T resco in May 1924. Thc most recorded in any one year appears to have been seven

during early 1967, the earliest being an inmaturc on St Mary's on 2()th January and the last two seen off

the Western Isles on 29th March.
Since thc luid- 197()s, Glaucotls Gull has bcconu• alrnost annual on Scilly, though occurring during

spring in just six of the ten vears since 199(), though in two cases birds still present from thc previous
atlttllnn were involved. In autumn, it appeared in seven years since 199(), with 14 birds occurring at an

though a first-winter individual on St Helen's för one day in mid-June 1999 was also presumably moving
through the islands. The earliest atlttllüll arrival date was 26th Septennbcr, though in some vears none
arrived until December. Interestingly, three out of four that arrived during Decenlber were thc only
individuals rennalning into the Ii)llowing vear — Decennber on St Martin's LIIItil February, 31st

December in Tresco Channel until 25th Januarv, and 14th Dccclüber in Thc Roads until 31st January.

()nly one individual was reported fronl thc RMV Scillonian Ill during routine crossings to and from

Cornwall, this involving an unaged bird scen on 12th September 1992. (hit of thc total of 22 birds, 73%

were aged as first-vear or first-winter, 4.5% as first-summer and 14% as second-sumtner (see Chart). An

adult "'as found dead on T resco on 12th March 1995 and remain unclassified, including the bird seen

Scillonian III. The lune 1999 individual was not unique, with at least two other June sightings

involving birds in flight over St Mary's Quay on 16th June 1947 and over Lower Moors, St Mary's on

16th June 1977; the silliilarity ofthcse dates is noteworthv. Nevertheless,at least two of these June individuals

were aged as first-vear or first-winter, which if true would have involved a fairly rapid departure from the

natal area and therefore the possibility of incorrect ageing renvains.
In thc West Palearctic, most Glaucous Gulls winter south only as far as limits set by winter sea-ice, or

ii)0d availability allow, though vagrants are known to reach the Mediterranean, Caspian and Black Seas•
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Glaucous Gull recorded ages

15

I st-Year I st-Sum

3

2nd-Sum Adult

Gulls

Unspecified

Adults leave the breeding areas before juveniles, the former commencing their departure by September.
This marked delay in the departure of first-years calls into question the ageing of the two recent June

Scill( sightings ( see above ), whereas many non-breeders remain south of the breeding grounds during
sumnu-•r, some as far as the British Isles.

Gantlett ( 1998) suggested that paler birds from Iceland and Greenland, sometimes referred to as

lcurcrctcs, or 'Greenland Glaucous Gull', probably occur in Britain as vagrants and that the darker and
longer-winged Alaskan barropianus might also occur. However, no observer appears to have commented
on the likelihoodof hybrid Glaucous x Herring Gull L. argentatusoccurring in Scilly, though they certainly

occur elsewhere in Britain and Ireland and the possibility needs bearing in mind when examining any
hyperborens-type gulls in Scilly. Nevertheless, Dean ( 1984) drew attention to apparent regional diffZ•rences

in the abundance of these hybrids within Britain and it may be that Scillv fhlls outside their expected
•range'.A comnu-•nt appears in CBWI'S'AR 17 regarding thc shooting of fintr Glaucous Gulls during
winter 1947, though no details are provided and it is unclear whether the early or latc winter period was
involved. A Inounted and cased skin in Tresco's Island Hotel presumably involves either one of these four

or one of two shot on Trcsco during 1874 and 1885. No Glaucous Gulls have been ringed on Scilly and
there are no recaptures of birds from elsewhere.

Great Black-backed Gull
Breeding resident plus probable migrant and winter visitor.

Larus marinus A

Breeds coastal North Atlantic, from northern France through Britain, Ireland, Fennoscandia, Spitsbergen,
Icciand and Greenland to northeast North Atnerica. Mainly migratorv in north but dispersive in south, to

about Monotypic. National 22% decline 1994—99 (Bashford & Noble 2()()()).

About 8()() pairs currently breed on 38 islands,

Inaking this the most widespread, though not the
abundant breeding seabird in Scilly. It has

experienced a decline since a mid- peak of
I pairs; large breeding conccntrations,neariv

parucularly on Annet, arc an irnportant feature of this
species in Scillv.

Earliest tucntion of Great Black-backed Gull in
thc islands seems to be North's ( 185()) observation
that it annually bred on the high rocks of Gorregan
in the Western Isles, though he provided no inför-
111.1! ion on nunlbcrs. Next mention was E H Rodd's

that it Ivas generally seen singly or in pairs
( 1k' and bv the earlv 2()th centurv Jarnes
( •.iark and Rodd's nephew Francis félt abie to describe
it 'resident but in limited numbers'. Their addit-

conunent, lunvever, suggested that it nnav
iåct have been extrenwlv lilllited: 'Eleven nests found
in including eight on Menawethan, one on Great
Ganillv, one on Little Ganinick and one on Inner
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Innisvouls. Several birds veere frequenting the Western Islands, but no nests were noticed' (Clark & Rodd
1906). By 1999 the first of these four islands alone held 63 pairs, with 2() on Great Ganillv, 32 on Little
Ganinick and 5() on Great (Inner) Innisvouls. Noticeably, Clark and Rodd made no mention of Annet,
at around 14() pairs nove holds the greatest local concentration.

It also seems clear from E H Rodd had to sa.vthat it was not frequent on mainland Cornwall during
the mid- 19th century, i.e. 'not a common species on the Cornish coast, one or two naay be seen at almost am,
season of the year about the cliffs and thc open sands'. He added that, unlike most other gtills, it was usually
observed singly or in pairs (Rodd 188()), and to further enlphasisc its precarious status, noted it only at Havle,
Nlarazion and Land's End in west Cornwall, plus Scilly, specimens also being procured in Falmouth Harbour.

According to Parslow (1967a), Great Black-backed Gull underv•ent a vcrv marked and M'idcspread
increase in Britain from about 188(), involving an almost threefold increase in sonne island populations
betwccn 193() and 1956, though thc same author (Parslow 1965c) thought this a possible underestimate.
Hc also suggested that the Scillonian increase conuncnccd from 1890, v.'hilst earlier C J King (1924)thought the 2()() pairs in the 1920s compared with just 2() in 1890. This last author mentioned two
colonies of over 50 nests cach and suggested that there were islands bv that time where Great Black-
backs did not now lili,x with other gulls Larus during the breeding season. And certainly by the mid- 1940s
Ryves & Quick (1946) thought it bred abundantlv.

Published all-island count data for Scilly as a whole are charted, an increase from 1924 up
until 1974, though with huge gaps in the data. However, from a peak of pairs in 1974, thc population
undenvent a 50% reduction by thc late 199()s, though Annet counts a post- 1974 decrease in the
order of64%; presunmbly indicating that losses here were greater than ii)r Scillv generally, or that there was
a redistribution of pairs to other colonies. Interestingly, thereförc, in 1978 the then Nature Conservancy
Council carried out a control of Great Black-backed Gulls on Annct, thc number of breeding pairs being
reduced by sonic 35% on thc preceding year 1978). It

sccms unlikely, however, that this action
was primarily responsible för thc subsequent long-term reduction 110 counts on that island, though at least
onc unauthorised control was carried out subsequently. In comparison, Lesser Black-backed Gull L.
nunlbcrs on Annet actually increased between 1974 and thc earlv 1990s. Lloyd ct al. ( 1991 ) listed just

eight British or Irish Great Black-backed Gull breeding sites in excess of pairs, of thesc only Scilly sites
wcrc south thc Scottish northern coastline. Innportantly, thc 1999 Scillonian population of 8()8 pairs
rcprcscnts scuncthing in thc order of 4% of thc recent UK estimate of 2(),()()() pairs (Stone ct al. 1997) and
3 ofthe total recorded during the 1985—87 British and Irish survey (Lloyd ct al, 1991 ). In European terms,
the Scillonian population comprises in the order of ().5% or less overall (Heath ct 111. 2()()()).

Island
St Martin's

Shipnmn Head, Bryher
Gugh
Samson
Annet
Mcllcdgan
Roscvcan
Rosevcar

M incarn
Illiswilgig
Maiden
Castle Brvher
Scillv
(Äveal
White island, Satnson
Puffin Island
Round Island
St Helen's

Tean & l)cdnbrosc

N ests

3

5

137
28

95

12

62

6

16

Island

Northwethel
Forenlans Island
Hedge Rock
Peashopper Island

Island

Half-tide Rock
Pernagie Island
White Island, St Martin's
Guther's Island
Great Ganinick
Little Ganinick
Little Ganillv
Great & Little Arthur
Ragged Island
Great Ganillv
Nornour
Great Innl.svouls

Little Innisvouls
Menavcethan

Nests
18

2

29

34
18

6

63
Locations of 808 Great Black-backed Gull Nests — 1999 (Seabird 20()() data)
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Great Black-backed Gull Breeding Distribution
- 1999 (data Seabird 2000)

Gulls

Although a few pairs still breed on M'hat E H
Rodd described as the highest rocks, as on thc east
side of White Island, St Martin 's, most are now
concentrated close to sea level, e.g. the I pairs

on Annet. Most Great Black-backed Gull nests on
Annet are currently distributed around the edges of

that island's northern portion, particularly the

western section south of Carn Irish, though formerlv
manv naore veere spread out across the Thrift
Arnit•rja Illaritillla carpet of the slilÅhtlv more
elevated northern plateau (C Nicholas pers. comna.

).

C J King discussed Great Black-backed Gull
fi:cding behaviour in the vicinitv of other breeding
seabirds, graphically describing how 'It makes havoc
arnong.sr thc Puffins ( Fratcrcltln arctica) and thc
Shcanvaters ( /)11.f.fiJllts), and at thc end of
the nesting season leaves the whole district in a

repulsive condition, strenvn thc dead bodies of
birds which it has slain and partly consumed' (C J
King 1924). He also described how, apart fit Great

-back'.s behaviour with prey, he had witnessed them dropping recently captured Puffins ontoPilau.
roc , ironl 'a couple of hundred feet (6() nn )'. Thc sanu• authoritv quoted local lobster fishernwn as having

thenl attacking and taking Razorbills Alca rorda froni thc surihcc of thc vcater, though could
clainn to have seen this hilli.selll Likewise, the author has never seen or heard of this happening within

thc islands Illorc recentlv. However, a noticeable feature of Annet and Rosevcar during latc sununer are the
large nunlbers of young Shags Phalacrocorax arisrotclis killed bv Great Black-backed Gulls,reruatns ot

birds oi even this size being turned inside out with apparent case. Nevertheless, perhaps only a feu' 'specialist'

are Involved as Vhe predation usuallv appears confined to discrete groups Of Shag nests. And in anv
on Annet, as elsewhere in Scilly, Shags have apparently adapted to black-backed gull predation, theevent,

vast nyaiortvv breeding within thc boulder beaches, or in holes at the base of Scilly's iow Clift'. Thcsc nest
sites usually have only a single entrance, which thc adult Shags appear nnorc than capable of defending against
atuanpted gull predation, nu»st losses secnlinglv involving mobile or unattended young close to fleduino.

\ •ariotl.s writers besides King conunented on Great Black-backed predation of Puffins, Manx Shearwaters
and Petrels I-Il'drobntcs pclnaicuson Annet, expressing concern over possible adverse cffccts on
loc.il populations of these Ihrec species. Interestingly, although Gurney, visited Annet in Mav 1887,
conunented at length on the shearwater poptllation, he nvacie no tnention of Great Black-backed Gull
predation, regardless or his attention ro all other details. In contrast, several earlv 2()th centurv connillcnt-avors,

W Robinson (191 1 a), Wallis (1923 1 924) and Walpole liond 1937) all at length on
they saw as the undesirable consequences of observed ievels of Great Black-backed predation shotlld
allowed to continue.

I 'ar.slow pointed out that Greav Iliack-backed Gulls were first recorded killing petrels on Annet in June
19 i 4 ( Ifildliti• 8: 269—279 observers finding a snnll nunnbcr 01 petrel renmin.s annong a jar greater
ntltnber of Puffin and Manx Shear\vater (Parslow 196.5c). Parslow aiso suggested a direct correlation on
Annet Inenveen an Increased nutlilber of gull pellets containing Stortn Petrel reniains and the increase oi
breeding Great Black-backed Gulls on that island, not111C in particular its spread to the southern half Of
Annet during the 1 adjacent to some of thc main petrel breeding beaches, Although Parslou•
tiH 'light there no evidence that Great Black-backed Gull predation call.scd thc extinction of petrels
irq thc snaall island of other possible explanation connes to Illind or fits the iQts so xvell'

if so \verc
published, and thc 19th centurv concept of this as rhe rnalll Scillonian breeding site nvay have been

crcnvs froin the Bishop Rock Lighthouse lived on Rosevear ii)r some ten vears during thc
Illid- 1 and bound to have had an adverse effect on any breeding petrels. Therefore, argunwnts
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that Great Black-backed Gulls caused declines in any breeding seabird species in Scilly have yet to be
established, although this has not prevented the occasional individual or group visiting the breeding islands
and carrving out impromptu culls. ()rganised egg-pricking 'parties' were another regular feature of the
not-so-distant past, with an apparent high proportion of the human population of the islands also involved
in the collection of eggs for domestic use (Vyvyan 1953). Species involved including thc other two large
Larus gulls and perhaps even other seabirds.

A 1976 Great Black-backed Gull winter count produced a total of 1,200—1 individuals (I()SBR
1976 J. However, the only recent co-ordinated all-island non-breedingseason count involved the two-dav
late January 1997 WinterShorebird Survey, when 656 were recorded, being fåirly evenly distributed
between Tresco, Bryher and Samson, at 186, 185 and 158 respectively. St Mary's had the next highest
total with 84, whilst St Martin's held 38 and St Agnes just five. Ijnportantly, in exanlining the significance
of wintering wader populations in Scilly, Lock ( 1999) suggested that populations of wintering Great and
Lesser Black-backed Gulis might also be nationally important, thc individual site criterion för Great Black-
backed Gull having more recently been set at 5()(). And in the absence, yet, of thc national Seabird 2000
results, thc current breeding season total Of around 8()() Great Black-backed Gull pairs amounts to over
4.2% of thc stated British population of pairs quoted by Lloyd ct al. ( 1991 ). However, if account
is taken ofa more recently estitnatcd 22% British decline (Bashford & Noble the Scillonian figure
advances to perhaps 5.4%. Similarly, the figure of 1 pairs suggested by Stone ct al. ( 1997) för the UK
as a whole also suggests that Scilly Inay hold something in the order of4.2% of breeding UK Great Black-
backed Gulls.

2000

500

Data Sources: 1924

Great Black-backed Gull — pairs Scilly

1200

700

= Allen 1974—77; 19, 3 _

2-

-Allen 1974-77; 1946

992

Pcnhallurick 1969;
al. 1991,• 1974 = Allen 1974-77; 1983 - P Harvey 1983; 1987 - Birkin & Smith 1987;

2()()() — unpublished data.

Great Black-backed (iull nest counts - Annet

400

300
200

200

100

Data Sources: 1963 - Allen 1974-77; 1965

352

231

137

= Allen 1974-77; 1974 = Allen 1974-77;

1969 = Lloyd
1999 Seabird

1977 = Allen
1974—77; 1978 = 1978; 1983 =

P Harvey 1983; 1987 Birkin & Stnith 1987; 1990-92 = P J
Robinson 1992b; 1993 _ J Robinson 1993; 1994_95 = P J Robinson 1995a; 1996 Wagstaff 1996;
1997 = Wagstaff 1997: 1998 = P I Robinson 1998: 1999 Seabird 2000 — unpublished data.

Great Black-backed and thc two other British large gulls breed on buildings as close to Scillv as Newlyn
and St Ives, both in west Cornwall, but although sonle 3—5 pairs ofHerring Gulls L. argentatus now do so
regularly on St Mary's, no Great Black-backs have yet bred there. Nevertheless, 1—2 pairs have recently

shown signs of doing so in the near fitture, e.g. in the vicinity of the Town Hali (pers. obs.). A pulli spirit

288

| 924,
duritu
likelih
111),

a sout
capab

Scillv

and n
ringe•

Franc
indivi

areas
coast
nortl

sunw
tend(

in El

Irela
in ea

Recc

41 7?

425

425

rr:.



Gulls

1924. is attributed to H W Robinson, who carried out work on this and other seabird species in Scilly
during the very early 20th century. Compared to the other two large gulls occurring regularly in Scilly, the
likelihood of confusion with other species is limited. Nevertheless, Pineau ctnl. (Birding World 14: I I O—

111 drew attention to the presence in coastal North Africa ofthe closely similar kelp Gull L. dominicanus,
a southern species vchich now breeds in West Africa north at least as far as Senegal and which is thought
capable of penetrating well into theWest Palearctic. This species therefore has an outside chance ofreaching
Sciliy and should be kept in mind.

total of I
,254 Great Black-backed Gulls had been ringed on Scilly up until 1 999, 856 prior to 1970

and most as pulli. There are no controls from elsewhere but the Table shows eleven recoveries of Scillonian-
rinucd birds, involving a fairly random dispersal of first- or second-winter individuals, as far as Spain (I
France Kenr (l ) and southwest Ireland (2), plus two more locally. In the absence of any ringed
individuals from elsewhere, there is little to indicate whether all birds within the islands belong exclusively
to the local or whether mixed-age wintering or summering flocks include birds from other

areas. Northerly populations are more migratory than those further south, birds reaching as far as the
coasts of Spain and Portugal, young birds tending to travel furthest (Cramp ct al. 1977—94). In the more
northerly colonies, post-fledging dispersal commences from August, adults moving south from September
or October, and although return passage occurs from March or April, many, perhaps most, immatures
sununer coastally between wintering and stilnmering areas. Like Herring Gull, this species shows a clear
tendency for more birds from southwest England to reach western France during winter than elsewhere
in England and Ireland (Wernham ct al. 2()()2). A proportion of birds wintering in western England and
Ireland are thought likely to originate from the Faeroes or Iceland, whcrcas Inany,perhaps most, wintering
in eastern England come from arctic Norway and extreme northwest Russia (Wernham ct al.

Recoveries
AJ32280

41787.3

42568()

423744

Pul

Pul

Pul

Pul

Pul
WI 34298 Pul
WIT)2044 Pul

125 Pul

Pul

Rosevcar 3()th June 1961

Roscvear 28th Junc 1962

Rosevear 22nd June 1964

Annet 27th June 1964

Rosevear 22nd June 1964

Rosevear 29th Junc 1966

Annet 4th July 1967
Annet 7th July 1994
Annet 12th June 1996

Gweal 2()th June 1996

Illiswilgig 19th June 1996

FD

SH

Great Black-Backed Gull Ringing Recaptures

Kittiwake (Black-legged Kittiwake)

Summer visitor, migrant and winter visitor.

St Guenole, Finistere, France
21st December 1961
Minster, Isle of Sheppey, Kent
2()th February 1963
Ilc de Sein, Finisterc, France
2nd •()ctober 1964
Pennmrch, Finistere, France
1 5th ()ctober 1964
St Gucnolc, Finistcrc, France
4th November 1965
Lc Lock, Finisterc, France
19th January 1967
Fucnterrabia, Spain 6th January 1968
Praa Sands, Cornwall 9th January 1996
North Siob, Wexförd, Ireland
13th October 1996
Raven Wood, Wexförd, Ireland
16th April 1998
Newlyn, Cornwall 1st May 1998

Rissa tridactyla A

Breeds North Atlantic, in Iberia, France, Britain and ircland, Russian Arctic islands, Greenland, northeast
Canada, Newfoundland and Gulf of St Lawrence, also North Pacific. Dispersive in winter, occupying
North Atlanticsouth to about plus North Pacific, pre-breeders largely pelagic. Polvrypic: nominate
tridactyla occurs North Atlantic; pollicaris North Pacific. Upgraded from Green- to Amber-listed in UK

50% or more of breeding population at ten or fewer sites (Gregory ct ill. 2()()2
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Less than 3()() pairs currently breed on five islands, three of which are inhabited, birds are also seen in
varving nunlbers at other times.

Surprisingly, E H Rodd Inade no Inention of Kittiwake breeding in mainland Cornwall, though he
considered it did so 'in numbers' on Scilly's cliff'. Nevertheless, he thought it the conunonest seabird on
thc Cornish coasts after Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundns, both adults and subadults entering harbours
and estuaries during autunnn (Rodd 188()).

Far morc helpfill is thc summary by Janws Clark and Rodd's nepheu• Francis (Clark & Rodd
who pointed out that since 19()1 it iåilcd to breed in thc islands, though it förnwrly did so commonly.
They also attention to fijrmcr large breeding nunnbers on Menawethan in thc Eastern Isles, as detailed

in a letter Jenkinson (presunvably the Reverend J H) of 1852, birds gradually relocated to
expo.scd Gorregan in the Western Isles. This last renvained the favoured breeding location in Scilly until
just three nests could bc [bund in 1 up to I having been previously recorded there, though numbers
steadily diminished fi•otn the Interestingly, Clark and Rodd were nonetheless of the opinion that
snnall flocks were seen from tinw to tinw during summer, suggestive perhaps of breeding elsewhere, ending
with the conunent that it svas often seen during winter but that at all times of the vcar it secuned conunoner
between Land's End and Scilly than within thc islands.

Earlier doubts over the presence of breeding Kittiwakes in nyainland Cornwall seen) to have been
unjustified. Penhaliurick ( 1 969) pointed out that even by the late 183()s Yarrell knew of active colonies,

whilst by thc l,ord knew of sitcs on the south coast. And it appears to have been present in

thc county ever since, with an cstitnated 515 pairs at three or nu»re sites in 1999 ( (,'BWPSAR 69).
Exactly when Kittiwake reconunenced breeding on Scilly rennins unclear, though in 1938 G H Harvey

and others observed six nesting pairs on rtlgged Man-a-Vaur in the Northern Isles, noting too that at least

one nest contained eggs. Bv 1949 birds were present at three sites on Gorregan plus a party of non-
breeding Kittiwakes were observed on isolated Hanjaguc at Scillv's eastern extrelnity, where they had not

previously been recorded ( CBWPSAR 18), though nothing seetns to have conie of this last incident. By

the mid- birds were nesting annually on both Gorregan and Men-a-Vaur and wc have the benefit Of

one tilll count on Men-a-Vaur, Ron Sinltnons recording 258 nests in earlv JIliv 1958, usefullv pointing out

too that although none contained three eggs, about one third did so the previous vear (,'BIVPSAR 28). In

1959 c•.une a report of a new site on the north face of St Helen's, facing nearbv Men-a-Vaur, nests on
Gorregan being seemingly down in nunlber that saine vear. With the notable exception ofGorregan, most
pairs up until the luid- 1 were concentrated in the north of the island group, ti)llowed by a period

during which colonies were spread throughout the islands, before the Kittiwake centre of gravity shifted to

thc Iniddlc of the archipelago.
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Men-a-Vaur
St Helen's
Davmark
Annet
Whitc Island
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112
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94
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75

166

95

9

55

76

96

6

56

77

15

74

97

Gulls

57 58

P 258

78 79

20

75

98 99

1() 27

1 00 206
8 46

Tresco Gimble Porth

115 1 IO 109 125 118 119 145 182 136 155

68 116 F 82 57 43 39 25 21 13
8 13 32 22 37 23 28

3 8 20 35 42 56 48 54

Numbers of Reported Kittiwake Nests in the 20th Century by Island/Year. P present; F site failed;
D colony deserted, + no published count but reported increase; - no published count but reported
decrease; ** White Island, St Martin's
Note: lack of data reflects a lack of annual published infortuation and does not necessarily itnply absence

the sitc.

As apparent from thc Table, most Scillonian breeding sitcs lack long-term stability and though rcasons
this arc unclear it seems largelv linked to annual sitc sUcccss or failure. New sitc occupation normallv

cornplctc failure of an existing sitc and is seemingly triggered by thc sarne-vcar relocation of f.hiled
breeders, some apparently building basic rcplacennent nests, reoccupation of thc new site the

Nevertheless, a lack of colour-Inarked individuals within thc Scillonian population creates difficulties
deternlining post-failure nest structures are in fact 'frustration nests' built bv failed adults, or thc
ci iorts of pre-breeders.

Reasons for annual sitc fåilures vary, but are perhaps nnostly duc to M'catherand/or food-related causes.
nvcver, also involved have been nest predation bv Brcnvn Rats Rattusnorpcqicns ( P J Robinson 1992b

Black-backed Gull Larus nmrinus ( J Robinson 1993), cats Fclis catus (P J Robinson 1998) and,
allegedly, Carrion ('„rcnvs Corpus corollt• or Ravens C. corax

( I()SBR 1984, 1986). In addition, a contributing
at sotne sites nvay be their geological unsuitabiiitv. Anorhcr factor blanu•d för breeding failure is

disturbance bv birchvatchers and photographers, M'hich allegedly facilitates predation bv Herring Gulls L.
1971 J, although, interestinglv, daring the nine vears 1991—99 not a single known

Incidence of Herring Gull interaction was recorded at any Scillonian Kittiwake nest. Nevertheless, there
a .snmli nunnber of incidents of Great Black-backed and, possibly, Lesser Black-backed Gull L. _/hscus

predation of both eggs and voung. known cat predation ofKittixvake nests during the ten vears from 1991
as confined to Guzh, one or more aninmls gained access to the upper ledges of the colony during

!998 (P J Robinson 1998) and perhaps 1999.
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Kirtixvakcs can be scen occupying their breeding ledges from Februarv onwards, particularly during

good iveather. The Gugh site suffers serious rat predation during some vears, a situation not helped by the

ease which these animals can gain access to the numerous earth and rock ledges. In an attempt to limit
rat access and to also test thc tz•asibiiiry of providing Scillonian Kittiwakes with additional, or alternative,
less accessible nest sites, a small number of artificial ledges were excavated by the author on a vertical earth
cliff in the Gugh colony during early 1992 and 1993. One of these ledges was occupied by a prospecting
pair of Kittiwakes in Julv 1992 and over thc following three years all were occupied by pairs that subsequently
reared voung.

The Chart incorporates all known kittivcake counts and reveals a clear long-term increase fronn its

reappearance in the islands in the up until thc late 1960s, folloxved by a more rapid decline, to
around 3()() pairs bv 1999. Reasons for these Scillonian changes are still poorly understood, but Lloyd ct

al. (1991 ) considered the long-term national increasc attributable to a cessation of both human hunting

pressures and egg-collecting, though they thought fi)0d supplies undoubtedly also played a part and
suggested links with the parallel expansion of the fishing industry around Britain and Ireland during the

1 94()s. Hcnvcvcr, thc sanne authors drew attention to the problems of over-exploitation of British sandeel

Ammodytcs stocks since the 1980s, which they knew to have resulted in and greatly reduced
Kitti\vake productivitv, particularly in northern Britain. On thc other hand, reductions in thc number of

breeding Kittiwakes in .southeast Ireland frolü thc 197().s werc thought attributable to declines in local

Herring Clupea harcngus stocks (Lloyd ct al. 1991 ) and each of these theories fits the timing of the

Scillonian Kitti\vakc increase and decline. Thc 1987 total of 585 pairs/nests amounted to approximately
I ()% of the population of southwest England (Lloyd ct al. 1991

Since 1991 , a proportion of Scillonian Kittiwake nests have been individually marked för comparative
study using numbcrcd plastic labels, mostly on Gugh, Samson and Tresco. All Scillonian Kittiwake nests

are positioned on the relatively iow earth and boulder cliffs and perhaps for related geological reasons are
mostly positioned above boulder beaches, which in turn arc mostly above the reach of high spring tides.

These same boulder beaches also usually accommodate breeding Herring or, less oflcn, Lesser Black-

backed Gulls. ()wing to the lilnitcd height of Scillonian cliflk almost all nests arc accessible for annual
inspection, most without thc use of a ladder. Indeed, nests arc often positioned just a metre above the

surface of the boulder beach and not infrequently thc same distance fronn thc nearest Herring Gull nest.
Approximatelv 8()—9()% of nests are positioned on protruding boulders, rather than earth ledges,

presunnablv because they providc a nujrc suitable support and whilst most arc constructed substantially of

seaweed, there arc at least two recorded sightings of birds visiting Trcsco's fi•eshwater pools to gather nest

material. The first of these was in June 1958 when Hilda Quick saw four to fivc individuals around the

edge ofAbbev Pool apparently plucking weed, though thcy were not seen to fly away with it (CBWPSAR
28 Thc second incident occurred two vears later, the observer witnessing 'much carrving of mud from

involving 'quite a noticeable traffic' (C,'BWPSAR 3()). Although thc Kittiwake colony orAbbev Pool'
colonies invoivcd were not stated, only nearbv St Helen's and Men-a-Vaur and the much more distant

Gorregan were recorded as active breeding sites that year (see Table Eggs arc laid in thc maioritv of nests
that are built.

In thc single observed incident ofGreat Black-backed Gull predation, a subadult was observed removing
P J Robinson 1993), though large gulls also suspectedeggs from nests thc Sani.son South colon\

of predating s•nvall to mediunl-sized Kittiwake young at a Samson sitc in two vears. In 1991, most nests,

alreadv containing voung, were washed off the clifft bv torrential overnight rain during July.

Sannson has been rat-free since the removal of these animals during winters 1991—92 and 1992—93 (P J

Robinson 1992c ). Hcnvcver, on Gugh, which throughout the 1990s held the greatest Kittiwake breeding
concentration, Brown Rats were kept in check bv the limited application of proprietarv rat poison ( warfarin).

Any absence of both adult.s due to difficulties in obtaining adequate supplies apparentlv leaves even

quite large young vulnerable to predation

First-laying date varies between vears, perhaps advancing during a run of' successful years, or being

earlier at larger colonies. Coulson & White ( 1958) suggested a figure of 70% two-egg clutches för their

study colony and, as most Scillonian fénnales lay two eggs, that mav not be far off the Scillonian figure'

mean clutch size being around 1.6 to 1.9 (P J Robinson 1993; P J Robinson unpublished data). The

remaining ctnnprised a mix of one and three-egg clutches, the latter being something of a rarity
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During the ten years 1991—99, three-egg clutches were not recorded until 1993, one each on Gugh and
Samson (P J Robinson 1993), with none in 1994 and never more than seven in any year. Coulson and
White found three-egg clutches were laid by older, more experienced females, the percentage involved

being used to measure the 'health' ofa breeding colony. Thc same authors pointed out that although the
average clutch size laid by any given species normally results in maximum productivitv, three-egg kittiwake

clutches produce I .5 times more young, regardless of their scarcity. The apparent anomaly is explained by

the fact that only experienced female Kittiwakes lay three eggs, whereas both experienced and inexperienced

individuals lay two. Interestingly, even in the 1950s, Hilda Quick thought that Scillonian Kittiwake laying
dates were much later than on mainland Cornwall, e.g. at Morvah ( CBWPSAR 22) and others have expressed
similar views (e.g. J Coulson in litt.). There is, too, wide variation in the annual level ofproductivity, both
between years and between sites (P J Robinson 1993, 1994, 1995), from close to or perhaps even complete
failure, to approaching one young per total number of nests involved. Any between-year variation in
productivitv tends to reflect events during the nestling phase as most eggs hatch in most years.

0

Island
St Martin's

Tresco
Gugh
Samson
St Helen's

Nests
27
54
155
38
7

Locations of 281 Kittiwake Nests
(Seabird 2()()() data)

_ 1999

Kittiwake Breeding Distribution — 1999 (data

Seabird 2000)

Post-fledging dispersal conunenccs from July—August, ringing data revealing that the extent ofatltumn
dispersal from coastal European waters increases with age up to three years, though birds remain mostly
v, ilhin the north Atlanticand adjoining waters. Birds move I km on average during their first autumn
but reach 2,8()() km by year three, then drop to 8()() km by year fi)ttr, comparable with adult dispersal.
Birds first enter thc breeding colonies from around year three, most males returning to the natal colony,
anci nnore than males Inove to new breeding sites, though established breeders rarely if ever move
to a new colony (VVooler & Coulson 1977, in Cramp ct al. 1977—94).

A total of 1,282 Kittiwakes had been ringed on Scilly up until 1999, 1,154 (9()%) since 197(), Inostly
as pulli and most since 1991, largely explaining just two pre- 199() recoveries. The six controls and nine
recoveries provide an interesting overview of Scillonian Kittiwake movetnents, with several patterns
detectable. Most obvious is the exchange ofbirds with colonies in northwest France, [bur hatched in Scilly

later tound breeding in Finistere, one för perhaps at least two years, whiisr three hatched in Finisterc
v,

ere discovered in Scilly, one of which was apparently breeding. Sinlilarly, two birds ringed as pulli in the
Sorthumbrian Farne Islands were later föund breeding in Scilly, one on White Island, St Martin's, in 1975

one on Annet in 1991 . In addition, two colour-ringed individuals seen briefly in colonies during the
late or early 199()s were believed to have originated fronl Norvcay (pers. obs.).

Prime contender, however, for Scillv's most Illiförtunatc Kittiwake was the bird ringed on Tresco by
the author in June 1999 and [bund entangled in fishing line in St Peter Port. Channel Islands, two Inonths
later. Having been released from this predicament its remains were eventually found in a marten's Mnrtcs
nest in the roofofa Danish bungalow. Anmzingiy, Scilly's second l)anish Kittiwake record came in August
that same year. Given Kittiwake's tendency to wander widely outside the breeding season the recoverv of
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birds in eastern Scotland, southwest Ireland, Dcnnmrk and off the west coast of North Africa are not
unexpected, even the first of these, way back in 1939. The most southerly Scillonian record came from
aboard ship between southern Morocco and the Canary Islands and on the facc ofit seems rather far south
för this largely North Atlantic species. However, Cramp ct al. (1977—94) point out that there is both a
north-south and age-related North Atlantic distribution, birds reaching their southernmost limits during
their first year, with British birds showing a more southerly distribution. Although British and Irish-reared
Kittiwakes disperse randomly outside the breeding season, as far as Greenland, Newfoundland, Iberia and
the North Atlantic islands, such movements are more marked among immatures (Wernham ctal.

In addition, British or Irish-reared birds have been recovered in subsequent breeding seasons from northern
Norway and through Demnark south as far as northwest France.

Quick (CBWPSAR 22) remarked on the presence ofat least one shot individual among several dead
Kittiwakes noted on Gorregan during 1952 and the annual destruction of an unknown number ot-seabirds
is known to have been a problem formerly, though hopefullv this is no longer so. Worthy of nwntion, too,
is the occasional presence in Scilly, as elsewhere, of Kittiwakes displaying red legs and thought to involve
first-summer individuals (J Greenwood 1963 At least one such bird is mentioned in thc literature (P J
Robinson 1991 b), though David Hunt reportedly also saw one about 198() (W Wagstaff pers. comm.).
Both Kittiwakes and Little Gulls L. millittlts have been recorded iQeding in company with Razorbills Alca
torda (R E Scott 1972; Jones 1975 Scott gained thc impression that Little Gulls were taking advantage
of small fish driven to the surface by the auks. In Scilly, one to two Kittiwakes are occasionally seen
associating with Razorbills, but it is difficult to know whether they arc intent on robbery, or arc
nwrely [Ceding off thc (pers. obs.). R Harding ( 1959 ) described Kittiwakes apparently attacking
feeding Grey Seals Halichoerusurypus, but dcspitc a health\' Grey Seal population in Scillonian vcatcrs, no
such Kittiwake behaviour has been noted.

(hitside the breeding season, Kittiwakes occur in and around the islands in greater or lesser numbers,
single-day autumn, or spring counts nornnally remaining around or less, though this can varv
tremendously, as in early April 1978 when 3,5()() to were recorded 1978), or in mid-
Januarv 1998 when about I prcsutnably stornyblown birds were in Thc Roads ( 1998 ). However,
reports of per hour passing various vantage points, e.g. in ()ctober 1984, could have involved even
greater numbers had the duration of the seawatch been stated.
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Recorded Kittiwake nest counts - Scilly
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1999 Seabird 2()()() — unpublished data.

Farne Islands 5th Jtllv 1969
Farne Islands 4th Julv 198()

An Aotertou, Finistere,

France 17th June 1983
Farne Islands 16th June 1984
(jape Sizun, Finistere,

France 9th luiv 1991

Brittanv 1 998
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White Island, St Martin's 4th April 1975

Annet 28th Junc 1 991

Samson 24th Mav 199()

St Agnes 25th Mav 1988

Daytnark, St Martin's 13th July 1992
Men-a-Vaur 8th June 1999



Recoveries

ES10828

ES21279

1-•.'1' 0598

ES' 19816

Ad

Pul

Pul

Pul

Pul

Pill

'Scillv' 22nd Mav 1938
Gugli 31st July 1986

Saruson 4th Jiliv 1995

Gugh 30th June 1997

Guzh 2nd Julv 1993

Tresco 8th Junc 1999

Gugh 9th lulv 1996

AS

CT

Fl

Gulls

St Andrews, Fife 11th August 1939
Cape Sizun, Finistere, France
14th April 199()

Glenbeigh, Co. Kerry, Ireland
19th August 1995
El Laåvoune, Western Sahara
14th April 1998
Point du Raz, Plogoff, Finistere,
France 9th Julv 1998
Point du Raz, Piogoff, Finistere,
France 26th June 1999
Point du Raz, P logoff, Finisterc,
France I lth March 2000
Point du Raz, Piogoff, Finistere,

France 27th Januarv 2()()1
St Pctcr Port, Guernsev, Channel
Islands 1 7th August 1999
Sommerland, Nissunn Fjord, Jylland,
Denmark 15th February 2()()()

Gugll 25th June

Sani.son 4th July

1996

1995

F R/ IIR Karrcg Korn, Goulien, Finistere,

France 28th May 2()()()
F R/BR Karreg Korn, Goulien, Finistere,

France June 2()()1

FD Nr Douarncncz, Finisterc, France
1st August 2001

FR Bulbicrg, Jylland, Denmark
19th August 2()()()

FRI/ 1BR Point dc Raz, PlogofT, Finistere,

Kittiwakc Ringing Recaptures

Ivory Gull

France 3()th June I

Pagophila eburnea A BBRC
Extremely rare vagrant, full written description required bv the BBRC.

1917 ( )ne (shot) Scilly January Penhallurick 1969

Iirccds high Arctic, in Greenland, Spitsbergen, Russian Arctic islands and central ( anadian Arctic. l)cspite
perhaps deserting breeding areas in Winter, rclnain.s iargciv within confines of pack ice. Monotypic.

[here is just the single old record involving a bird shot on Scillv in January 19 17 ( Penhallurick 1969
sexed as a presumably on dissection, and the tuounted skin placed in the elrcsco Abbev

44 liriti.sh and Irish records during the period 1958—99 but there veere 76 prior to that time. Therc[orc,
tlli%, classic arctic gull appears to have become less frequent as a M'lntcr \'lS1tor to Britain during the latter
hail c if thc centurv.

are still poorly understoc there is support for the theorv 01 sotithxvard autunon nnigration
eastern Greenland involvinu birds ironl thc Eura.slan Arctic islands, these perhaps on to Labrador
northeast North Anurica, as apparentlv also happens xvirh other seabird species, e.g. kittiwake Rissa

nuinctvla, Ih-linniclfs Guillemot [iria Ion,'l'ia or Littic Auk Allc nllc. This .sanu• Inovcnnent is considered at
least partly responsible tar the high incidence of Ivor v Gull records in thc Faeroe Islands and in Britain and
IÆtuand, in contrast its rarity elsovhcrc in Europe (Granip ct al. 1977—94
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Gull-billed Tern Sterna nilotica A BBRC 1.8%
Very rare migrant, full written description required by the BBRC, a mid-19th century claim of ithaving bred in Scilly seems unsupportable.

1852 One (adult — shot) Tresco May or June Rodd 1870a; Clark & Rodd 1906
[1967 One Tresco 3rd June] Accepted by BBRC but subsequently withdrawn British Birds 76: 500
1980 Two Tresco 16th May British Birds 74: 475
1980 ()ne St Agnes 1 7th May British Birds 74: 475
1994 One Gugh 3rd May British Birds 88: 52()
20()() One Lowcr Moors, St Mary's 10th April British Birds 94: 478
2001 Onc St Mary's 3rd Scptcmbcr Birding World 14: 360

Widespread around central latitudes, European populations winter Africa. Polytypic: nominate nilotica
occurs Europe, North Africa and Middle East to Manchuria; arcncn and three additional forms North
America. Formerly classified as single-species genus Gclochclidon, but reclassified as Sterna by BOURCJuly 1996 (BOURC 1997).

In his A Week nt the Land's End, Blight (1861 ) named this as one of several tern species thc eggs of
which could be found 'in other places, and generally in the sand or herbage about the shore'. However, noother 19th century writer suggested that Gull-billed Terns bred in Scilly and thc circumstances described by
Blight seem wholly unacceptable, as does his claim that Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrid" also bred. Of the
five pre-1999 records, one is very old and onc was withdrawn by thc observer after acceptance by the B BRC.

First mention of Gull-billed Tern in Scilly is contained in E H Rodd's short note to the Zoologist
entitled '()ccurrencc of the Gull-billed Tern (Stcrnn Anglica) at Scilly' (Rodd 1852a). In this he credits
thc shooting of thc bird to thc Reverend John Jenkinson, near T resco Abbey, either at the end OfMay orthe beginning of June 1852. Rodd later aged the bird as an adult (Rodd 1878b) and later still James Clark
and Rodd's nephew Francis gave thc month as May (Clark & Rodd E H Rodd also mentioned oneshot near St Just, west Cornwall, on or about the I lth July 1872. Next on Scilly, however, and over onehundred years later, was a bird scen over ()ld Grimsby, Tresco, in Junc 1967. This was described by David
Hunt ( CBWPSAR 37), but although his description was accepted by the BBRC, David later withdrew the
record, even though no explanation was published (British Birds 76: 5()() ).

Gull-billed Tern arrival dates

4

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Sep ()ct NOV Dec

Thc föur remaining arrival dates fbr accepted records up until 2()()() (five birds) were all in spring and
disregarding the 19th century incident, for which there is no information, all Scillonian arrivals were
present for just one day. These occurred too early tor post-breeding dispersal and seem likely to have
involved either overshooting migrants from French or Iberian populations or displaced nnigrant central-
European individuals, presumably ofthe nominate nilotica. According to Cramp ct al. ( 1977—94), migration
routes are still poorly understood but spring passage is believed to be rapid and to involve a broad-front
crossing of the Sahara, with 25% of' European birds passing north through thc Iberian Peninsula. Peak
passage in central Europe occur.s during April or Mav. As Gantlett 1998 ) pointed out, the slightly smaller
North American arenen lüight be expected to occur in Britain, in which case Scilly seems a likely place to
look it. A total of216 Gull-billed Tern records were accepted by the BIB RC during the period 1958-
99, with 52 prior to that time, the accepted Scillonian individuals therefore represent 1.8% Of the
national total. As of sununer 2()()2, the report of a Gull-billed Tern seen brieflv on St Marv's on 3i•d
September the potential first autumn sighting the islands, was still under considered by the
IIBRC. The nearest breeding colonies are in Denmark, Germany, southern France and Spain.
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Terns

Sterna caspia] A[Caspian Tern
No accepted records, full written description required by the BBRC.

1 962 Two off Tresco]
Cosnujpolitan breeding distribution except for South America, West Palearctic populations winter coastally

south to Africa north of equator and east through Iran to India and Bangladesh. Monotypic.
The only docunlented account likely to have involved this species is contained in CBWPSAR 32 för

1962 and is repeated herc in full:

Julv 22nd. My sister and I saw two large red-billed terns hawking off Tresco, we
identified as Caspian from their heavy build and flight, shortish forked tail and all-red,

noticeably heavy bill. Conjmon Terns were also present, so we were able to compare the
size, build, etc. The Caspians flew lower over the water rhan the Commons, and quartered

thc area verv methodically, diving with less ofa splash than the smaller birds, and at a slant,
not straight down.

Thc report, from a Miss Blount, is accompanied by no editorial comment and is not in squared brackets,

but v,as presumably never submitted for scrutiny. However, the editors were all knowledgeable ornithologists
and appeared to accept the record, in their introduction listing ten species new to the islands in 1962,

excluding Caspian Tern, followed bv nine '()ther records of interest' including Caspian Tern. From all of

this it appears perhaps that not only did the report editors accept the two Tresco birds, but M'ere also of the
opinion Caspian Tern had previously occurred in Scillv. Penhallurick also seems ro have accepted thc

record (Penhallurick 1969). However, Miss Blount's description fails to mention some obvious
and in any event perhaps fails to eliminate thc possibility of other large, red- or orange-billed terns having

been Involved.
A total of 231 British Caspian Tern records were accepted bv BIBRC during the period 1958—99,

M'hilst there were just 3() prior to that period.

[Royal Tern
Various islands I2000

Sternamaxima] A

Breeds coastal Pacific and Atlantic North America plus Caribbean Islands and northern coastal South
Aincrica, also coastal West Africa. Migratorv or dispersive, wintering coastally in Americas, Caribbean and
western Africa. Polvtypic: albididorsalis occurs West Africa; nominate maxima elsewhere.

A large orange-billed tern scen by various observers at a number of locations around the islands during
2()()() was rcportcdiy believed to be this species by observers obtaining the best viewsvear

though none saw it adequately enough to convince thc BBRC that it was indeed a Royal Tern. Thc
north',vcst African population is migratorv, most south coastallv as as Angola. Five records

accepted by the l} IIRC
•

up until 1999 could have involved Afi•ican or Nearctic individuals.

Lesser Crested Tern Sterna bengalensis A BBRC 12.5%

Extremely rare migrant or vagrant, full written description required by the BBRC.
2nd to 4th August British Birds 9(): 48¯()nc ( adult) Skirt Island, T resco1 996

lh-ecds coastal North Africa, Red Sea, Persian Gulfand Indian ()cean cast to coastal Australasia, nilgratorv
Polytypic: nonunate bengalensis occurs Red Sea, East Africa and eastern India; torrcsiior partiallv so.

Afi•ica, Persian Gulf, Pakistan, New Guinea and Australasia.

( confirlned record of this attractive and elusive tern involved a bird keeping companv M'ith Sandwich
fi•onl late evening on 2nd to Inid-S. sundriccnsis in the area of Skirt and Green Islands, Tresco,

nil »rning on 4th August 1996. ()ne fZ•ature noted \vhilst thc bird stood anujng.st the Sandwich Terns
tilt.' Inanner in which it periodically held its bill pointing verticallv downvcards, as if displaying to the other
birds, though if this •was the case no response was detected. The call vcas noted as quitc distinct fronl that

o: Sandu•ich Tern, falling rather between that species and Common Tern S. hirundo.
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Given the similarity of dates involved, it may be no coincidence that an unidentified medium-sized,
orange-billed tern was seen on two or three occasions between St Mary's and Tresco for a few days from
28th August 1994 1994). However, without the benefit of adequate views the possibility of
hybrid Lesser Crested x Sandwich Tern could be discounted (Steel & McGuigan 1989), or even the
possibilitv of Elegant Tern S. clcgans. A total of just eight records ofl„esser Crested Tern were accepted bv
the BBRC during the period 1958—99, though it is conceivable that as few as two individuals may have
accounted for all or most of these (Palmer 20()0), thus the Tresco bird represented at least 12.500 of the
recorded national total. For a useful account of the problems involved in separating Lesser Crested from
silliilar tern species sec Dubois (1991 ). Thc North African rorrcsii population vacates the Niediterranean
basin during autumn to winter in coastal West Africa, possibly providing an explanation for vagrant Lesser
Crested Terns seen in Britain and Europe.

Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis A
Formerly up to perhaps 100 pairs bred but now less than annual and becoming scarce, though
annual and sometimes numerous on passage during spring and autumn.

Breeds central West Palearctic and eastern Central Annerica. West Palearctic populations winter southern

Europe east to Caspian Sea and south through Africa to Antarctic Ocean. Polytypic: nominate snndpicensis

occurs coastal western Europc through Mediterranean to Caspian Sea; acu.f7apida, or 'American Sandwich
Tern' North and ( •.cntral Alncrica; curvgnatha, considered by some authorities as separate species, South
America, Included on Annex I of' 1979 EEC 'Birds Directive'. Amber-listed in UR: 5()% or nun-e of breeding
population at ten or fewer sites; unfavourable European conservation status (Gregory ct al.

Earliest reference to Sandwich 'l ern in Scilly secnns to bc in E H Rodd's List enthc Birds of Cornn•all in
thc Zoologist (Rodd in which he pointed out that 'a féw pairs' were observed in the summer
months and that it bred annually on some islands. He wrote again to thc Zoologist in 1879 having heard
from T A Dorricn-Smith that therc were now 'heaps ofSandwich Terns on their eggs and nests' on various
islands, though naming Guther'.s Island in particular ( Rodd 1879c). However, just a year later he commented
on how only a few pairs might now bc annually observed and not in such numbers as fornu•rly (Rodd 1880).

As with nyany species on Scilly, it rcll to thc cvcr rcliablc Jannes Clark and E H Rodd's nephew Francis
to succinctly describe Sandwich Tern's status at the close of thc 19th century, these two pointing out that

in 1841 more than 1()() pairs reportedly bred among thc islands (Clark & Rodd 19()6). They quoted A A
Dorricn-Slnith to thc efféct that up to 4() nests wcrc annually fi)und on the southern end of Annet's
northern half, though this site seems to have been deserted from around thc mid-188()s. Clearly, though,
Dorrien-Smith could not have comc bv that information first hand as he was born in 1876 and it seems
likely this description of thc early Annet Sandwich Tern colony was handed presunnably his

T A Dorricn-,Sn1ith. During thc or so years froin thc just single nests were to be fi)und

about thc islands in some vcars, though in 19()3 two pairs unsuccessfully attennptcd to breed on Guther's.
Nonetheless, at least onc brood was successfully hatched in 'a less frequented spot' that sanic year.

Pcnhallurick ( 1969) added to thc picture by mentioning Saunders' fhilure to find evidence of breeding
during thc likewise noting that H W Robinson no such evidence during 191 1

Bringing thc situation nearer the present time, Penhallurick made mention of up to 4() on passage ofT

the Cornish mainland during the 196()s, though he considered together nearer thc lilliit Scilly,

"'ith 1 3th ()ctober thc latest recorded dare. There appears to bc no mention of even attempted breeding
during thc early to Illid- 1 9()()s and certainly Allen found none during his comprehensive seabird surveys

Of

1974 and 1976, although in 1978 six to seven pairs were said to have bred successfillly on Green Island,
Sana.son {Birkin & Sinith 1987). Ir then continued to breed up until 1981 and again from at least 1987,

H'hcn 2() pairs were again present on Green Island. Birkin and Slilith attributed any Green Island breeding
failures to possible disturbance from passing tripper boats but gave no additional information. However,

nnorc recently inundation by spring tides has proved problennatical för breeding terns at this last site (pers.

obs. ) and seems a more likelv explanation tor past failures. Subsequent to 1987 the Illost successful year

u•as 1991, when 15 pairs laid eggs annong Common S. hirundo and Roseate Terns S. dongallii on the

stillitnit of Samson's North Hill, though this activity was brought to a conclusion by thc attenti011S Of

Brown Rats Rattus norpcaicus (P J Robinson 1992b), the only subsequent known breeding attempts
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Ving three pairs in 1993, again on Samson's Green Island and a single pair there in 1998, both ofinvol
uthicjl failed.

Terns annually pass through the islands on passage to and from Atlantic-coastal Africa
(lVcrnha111 cr al. 20()2), creating difficulties in spring determiningwhether birds are intent on breeding.
Likeu•ise, late stillimer adults may appear with and be seen feeding young seeming hardly capable of sustained
flight, though the absence of local breeding evidence suggests these originate from colonies ]nuch further
afield. e.g. southern Ireland. Cramp ct al. ( 1977—94) commented on the rapid dispersal of young from the
breeding colony, quoting sightings of birds 65 km the colony three days after fledging, whilst
Fernandez-Cordeiro and Costas commented on Sandwich Terns fC•eding juveniles in migration off thc
coast Of Spain (Fernandez-Cordeiro & Costas 1991

Earliest birds appear from early to mid-March and they arc rarely seen after late Octobcr, though
dates during thc period 199()—99 ',verc 2()th February and 14th December, both in 1997. Autumn
substantially outnumbers spring passage and normally commences from early to mid-July.

Deterinining numbers of birds present at anv onc time is confused by inter-island movement, but roosts of

up or more were recorded post- 1 99(), plus at least onc fZ•eding concentration of over I individuals
over St Martin's Flats in 1992. More usually, though, daily totals of 1()—4() birds occur during autumn with

in spnng. Main roost sites include Samson's Green and Stony Islands, Tean's rocky shoreline and, sonnerimes,
Green Island, Tresco. All these sites are situated within the shallow-water areas to thc south of St Martin's and
Tres•co and cast ofSamson which are so Inuch favoured by Sterna terns in Scillv. Importantly, Sandwich
Terns ringed as pulli in Britain and Ireland arc regularly fi)und breeding in other British, Irish or Continental
colonies (Wernham ct al. 2()()2), thus proving the potential för eventual recolonisation of Scillv.

'Illere is already one British record of thc slightly srnallcr North and Central American acttf7apida,
involving a dead ringed individual in I-lertfijrdshire in 1984 (Gantlctt 1998 )

, so it
may be worth c.xalnining

birds in Scilly M'ith this possibility in mind, particularly perhaps during autlllnn, though field identification

may bc problematical. Initial dispersal of European breeding adults and fledged young appears to bc
by latc Septcnlber Inost arc nnoving south, with return nnigration conunencing as early as Februarv.

Roseate Tern
Sumrncr visitor and passage migrant.

Sterna dougallii A

Fraenu•ntarv world breeding range, including southwest Europe and Azores, East Africa, Western Atlantic,

southern India and Australasia. European birds winter coastal West Africa south to Equator. Polytypic:
nonlinatc douqallii occurs Atlantic ()cean and Caribbean; bangsi Arabian Sca, coastal East Africa and
( :cntral Pacific; korustcs Bay of Bengal east to Burnm•, aracilis Australia and South Pacific. Included on
Annex I of 1979 EEC 'l Birds l)irecrive . Red-listed in UR: rapid, greater than 5()% decline over past 25
years and greater than 5()% range retraction within sanic tinu-•scalc; 5()% or more of breeding population at

or fevcer sites; unfavourable world conservation status (Gregory ct al.

Allegedly bred conynonly up until the early to Inid- 1 9th century but then declined rapidly, since M'hcn
it has renv,uned either scarce, rare or absent. Roseate Tern did not breed or attetnpt to brccd Ili Scilly fronl
1 904 until at least 2()()1, though a nntllti-agency recover v progranune is now in place.

resident D I'V Mitchell visited thc islands in Mav 184(). E H Rodd explained Mitchell's presence
in Scill\' as 'Investigating the ornithological resources 01' the islands during thc nesting season' though
Niitchell nevertheless able to obtain as nyany eggs as he required ( Rodd 1 88() ). Unsurprisingly,perhaps,
ntnnbers (and indeed those of other tern species in the islands) then verv soon declined, to the point where
Jenkinson presumably the Reverend J H) [bund only one or two pairs of Roseate breeding bv 1 854 (Clark

Clark & Rodd pointed out that in 1867 Francis Rodd, or his csteenned uncle E H Rodd,
a in their fijrnwr breeding haunts' but thar xvas the last recorded presence in the islands up until

least 19()6. Surprisingly, Clark & Francis Rodd tnake no mention of the breeding sites involved in the
I 'hh century, though the elder Rodd natued Annet in at least two sources (Rodd 1878b)
interestinglv, though, the latter's reference to additional breeding sites tncrelv as 'a SciJlv rock and some
other locations' hints at sonle effin-t on his part to conceal their exact xvhercabouts away trolli Annet
Rodd 1878b), perhaps in response to egg-collecting.
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Roseate Terns returned to the islands in 1920 after an absence years, at which tiluc C J King ( 1924)
knew ofat least two pairs among Cornmon Terns S. hirundo, though Penhallurick later put the number at
3—4 pairs (Penhallurick 1969 . Sotnething ofa chequered history followed, birds probably being present
al:nost annually through to the earlv 1990s, though with never more then 20 pairs involved and frequently
less. The Table and Chart show minimum recorded numbers of pairs, the former including records up until

1949 and the Chart showing the subsequent situation; records ofa 'few' were taken to imply a minimum
Of three pairs and high and low estinmtes were averaged to the nearest half pair. As with most breeding
species in Scilly, Roseate Tern recording suffered from a lack of dedicated long-term interest, which reveals

itself through the lamentably inadequate dataset on the nulüber, distribution and success of breeding pairs.

Within the islands there is a clear history of Roseate Terns breeding Common Tern colonies, a

situation that persisted right up until the final few pairs during thc eariv 199()s. However, reasons for this
association are by no means clear and Roseates were undoubtedly disadvantaged in Scillv by the near
annual fragmentation ofthe Common Tern breeding population, most Roseate nests being situated towards
the edge of Common Tern colonies, often but by no means always within or under peripheral vegetation,
e.g. Iow Bracken Pteridium aquilinunl (Biair 195()). British and Irish Roseate Terns winter off thc West
African coast south as f.hr as the Gulf Of Guinea (Wernham ct al. 2()02) and though the precise spring
return route through thc western approaches is unclear, birds from sites in eastern Ireland seem likely to

pass close to Scillv, as nnay those fronn any North Sea locations.

Year
1 84()

192()

1921

1923
1924
1940
1943

1 946
1947

1948
1 949

NO. Pairs
'conunon
'few'

'recolonisation
5

Site
Annet?
Annet?
Green Island, Sannson
— Guthcr's Island

Green Island, Saln.son
— Guthcr's Island
Annet
Annet — Green Island,

Samson?

Two unnamed sites

"Ewo unnanud islands

Reference
Clark & Rodd 1906
Clark & Rodd 1906

C J King 1924; Penhallurick 1969
Penhallurick 1969
Penhallurick 1969
Penhallurick 1969
Penhallurick 1969

CBWPSAR 1

CBWPSAR 16

CBWPS'AR 17

CBWPSAR 18

CBWPSAR 19

Numbers of Recorded Roseate Tern Pairs — Scilly pre-1950

('.onnnnencing with the 1991 breeding season, timber nestbo.xcs were deploved at a selection of tern
breeding sites known to have previously held Roseates, e.g. Samson's North Hill, Merrick Island, Apple
El rec Banks, Tre.sco and nearby Green Island, Tresco. At the last of these, to two pairs titili.sed boxes in

1993, one laving a clutch of rwo eggs inside a box, whereas two chicks fronn an exposed clutch moved into

a box as soon as thev hatched (P J Robinson 1993). Nevertheless, thc eventual loss of breeding Roseates
Scilly probablv nnainly attributable to frequent failure of the nun-e nunwrous ( Tern

colonies, in turn was attributable to a varietv of factors, not all ofwhich operated at the sallie time.

However, there IS sonic evidence that Roseate Terns lilav bc more site-fliithflll to historical sites in Scilly

recoverv progrannnu• vcas underxvav, anned at establishing a viable nnulti-species tern colony at the lilLlCh-

favoured site on the .sununit ofSalnson 's North Hill, this particular site being bevond the reach ofeven the

plus a controlledhighest tides, at least sorne protection from the attentions of large gulls I,arus,
visitor presence, but perhaps importantly, on an Island now cleared of Brown Rats Rattusnorpcgicus•

The basis of the recoverv effin-tt paft of the National Roseate Tern Species Recovery Progranune, is the

pre-season provision of both nestbo.xes and artificial C,ommon and Roseate Terns, supported bv the constant

playback of Ini.xed-tern colony calis using a portable CD player pc»vcrcd by a miniature solar panel. UP

1

c
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-'001
, C.onunon Terns vcerc responding well, with a Illinimum of25 pairs laying eggs at the sitc andunti2 —

lesser number of young reared (Robinson & C.0101übe 2()()1 ),

Thc reported rapid decrease in the Scillonian breeding population during the early 19th century
corresponds with thc known national decline, just as the eariv 20th centurv recolonisation reflected a

national i:nprovement in the species' distribution and nunlbers (Parslow 1967a However, interestingly,

even by 1968 thought thc national population \vas beginning to decline again, a view since confirnud

in the eastern Atlantic, where the number of British breeding pairs from 7()() to 64 during the 30 years
flBatten ct al. 199()•, British Birds 94: 369 J. Caution may nonetheless be required in interpreting

reported Roseate Tern breeding numbers in Scilly, as evident, fV)t• exanlple, fronl thc clailll Of no
breeding in 1969, vchereas Cramp ct al. ( 1974—77 quoted a fizure of 2() breeding pairs. Siluilarly,
the lists as fi-•w as two pairs the five years 1969—73, Lloyd ct al. ( 1975 produced a

figure of pairs ibr each of these years. In addition, throughout the 196()s and only very scant

infiu•ination xvas published on even the presence ofbirds within the islands. The St Agnes Bird Observatorv
mainiy reported only •what was viewable from that island, thus thc mainly mentions only birds
breeding in the vicinity of Annet.There also appears to be some confusion within the various reports over
the ciitlércnce between failed breeding and the absence ()fany attennpted breeding. It must bc appreciated,

too. that whilst gaps in the Table or Chart show the absence of published införmation, this may not

necessarily prove an absence of breedin" Roseate Terns.
Estilnating lillinbcrs of Roseate Terns present in and around the archipelago is frustrated by feeding

and, sinlilarlv, calculating precisely how many breeding or potential breeding pairs may be

is complicated by thc apparent inter-sitc movcnwnts of f.hilcd pairs, as is aiso true ibr ( •.omtnon

Terns. Nevertheless, there sceni to be recorded counts involving nun-e than the local Roseate Terns, NVith

nocks of during the earlv 1 thc apparent highest counts. Indeed, the suggestionthree roosting
tha; Roseate Terns from elsewhere tnav pass through the islands on passage gains support from thc t.hct

that recorded sightings decreased in line with the recent reduction and eventual loss of breeding birds, to

thc point' xvhere just two and birds vcerc seen during the whole of 1 998 and 1999 respectively,

Recorded Roseate Tern pairs Scillv

Data sources: tnainlv C.'/IIV/'SAR and

Common Tern

IOSBR

Sterna hirundo A
Annual summer visitor and mierrant, breeding pairs or less represents a 50% decrease on the

early 199()s.

lirt:cds tnainly '11th of Arctic Circle, from central and southern Europe through central Asia to Ranichatka

Bering Sea, also central northern North Alnerica. Migratorv, Nvinterin•r on coasts of Inost landluas.se.s

to Southern ( )cean. Polytypic: longipcnnis occurs eastern Siberia south to northern China: tebctann

central-st Asia; nonninate hirundo retuaincicr of range.
North 1 85() recorded ( lonuuon "iZ•rns in Scilly along with Sand" ich S. sandl'iccnsis, Arctic S. paradisncn

'I-ern S. ali of which he said bred on sand, shingic or grassv banks on islands,

tia tugh especially on Annet. Ily present standards, late 19th centur•, assessinellts of the status of ( ,01nnnon
•

i status in the islands surprising, E H Rodd considering it less nunwt•ous than either Roseate or
Arctic ( Rodd 187Sb J, though he did agree it was an annual breeding visitor, as was aiso the case in nuiniand

nrnwall (Rodd 188() l. Even by the early century, Rodd's nephew Francis and latne.s Clark thought
not nearly so abundant as tornwriy, though it is still iveli represented in the breeding season' (Clark &

30 1
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Rodd 1 ). Sadly, however, they attached no population estinmtc and we still have no real idea how manv
Common Terns, or other tern species, were breeding in Scilly during the 19th and early 20th centuries.

However, some things clearly have not changed, Clark and Rodd lamenting that Common Terns were
inclined to nest at sites frequently inundated by spring tides. In their assessment of terns generally, these
tv.'0 thought they had been much more abundant fifty years beforehand, noting too that even by 1854
Jenkinson (presumably the Reverend J H) thought terns had all diminished in nulübers over the previous
fV)ur years, i.e. 1850—54. There seems little doubt, though, that things were in a quite rapid state of
change, for aithough E H Rodd considered Arctic more numerous than Conmnon during the 1880s, bv
1 9()6 Clark and Rodd thought Arctic u•as greatly outnunlbered by C.onunon Tern. The only other reports
prior to the century are contained in the CBWP.SAR för 1937 (No. 7 from which we see that

Island, Tresco.
Common Terns have a chequered 2()th century

breeding history in the islands, characterised by years
Ofe.xtreme successes or extreme Khilure. Cataloguing
this occupies much space and in the event proves
little, save to show how adaptable the species is in
the face of combined adversity. Similarly, a list of
islands formerly or currently holding breeding terns
would be unnecessarily extensive and in itself would
prove little. However, it would reveal an obvious
preference för the sha110M' sandy waters surrounding

Tresco, Bryher and Samson, with mostly small
gatherings or isolated pairs elsewhcrc, e.g. on St

Agnes, or St Martin's. Typical years were 194546
when birds bred or attennptcd to breed at 15

locations from Annet cast as fhr as Guther's Island

and Whitc Island, St Martin's. If all-island counts

were conducted prior to 1969 they apparently went
Common Tern Breeding Distribution — 1999 unrecorded, although such counts were carried out

in 13 of thc 31 years to 1999. Thc Chart shows that(data Seabird
since at least 1973, numbers rose to over 2()() in thc

early to mid- bcföre declining to an end-ofcentury level of under 1()() pairs in 1999.
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d.Island
.St Agnes — Killinnv
.St Agnes — Browarth
Peashopper Island
Great Cheese Rock
Old Man ofTean
Samson — Green Island

Merrick Island
Fresco — Apple Banks
Tresco — Green Island

Annet
l} rvher — ( :olvel Rock

Castle Imnvn
— North Hill

Total Number of Nests

Nests

5

7

13

II
96

Flush Count Count Date Extra Birds Involved

48
31

80

6()

31/5

10/6
14/6
15/6
22/6
22/6
23/6
24/6

7/7

34

Distribution of Scillonian Common Tern Nests — 1999 (Seabird 2000 data)

Causes of this recent decline are untested but would seem to bc probablv related to poor productivity,
driving törces behind recent coionv failures are varied and not alwavs associated. Foremost among
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hoxvever, is the inability of Scillonian Conunon Terns to agree on a preferred breeding site, thethelü,
resultant fi•aglnentary attempts leaving small, isolated breeding groups vulnerable to predation of eggs by

( -.arrinn Crows Corpus corm,'ü, or of-small young by gulls Larus. Other causes of f.hilure include high spring
tide, disturbance by humans, predation by Brown Rats Rattus norpcqicus or loss of eggs during heavy

Conunon Tern colony on the sununit of Samson North Hill, a site long favoured by terns but

trotlbied by Broxvn Rats until their recent removal fronl that island. This site is beyond the reach of high

and has at least sonw protection the attentions oflarge gulls, plus human acce.ss can be controlled,
it is still too sot to assess results.

Til? Table and Map slunv the distributionof96 Conunon Tern pairs recorded during fieldl,vork carried
ir, 1999 as part of the national Seabird 2000 survey. Also shown are flush-counts ( Scnbird nun/ itorill/l

Britain nnd Ireland 1 995) and numbers of additional or 'spare' birds believed to have been

present at each .site. Interestinuly, both Sainson's North Hill and Samson's Green Island scored highest in

ternns of additional birds and it has long been suspected that these two locations attract birds from thilcd

sites elsewhere in the islands, the difference between them being that Green Island is susceptible to tidal
anl,son North Hill is not. Several snmll rocky sites, e.g. Merrick Island, Tresco's Greeniding, vchereas

Island or Great Cheese Rock, are devoid of vegetation or other cover and so are vulnerable to various
of failure. Effin-ts during rhe mid- 1 ai;ned at reducing clutch losses by pre-sanding thesc sites
extrenu•ly succcssiill, numbers of pairs increasing fioni jive up to 4(). However, the resultant increased

ntllliioers ot-young, combined with thc lack of-suitable protection attracted the attentions of'large gulls and
it v, as considered sator not to encourage use ofwhat are, in reality, only peripheral breeding sites. Up until
the '-•nd of thc 2()th century, thc recently introduced Hedgehog Erinaccus curopncns was confined to the

island of St Mary's, where terns and other seabirds do not breed. However, the potential spread of

, active ground predator to other islands, e.g. St Agnes, Tresco or Smnson, represents a serious threat tothis

tern'. and other ground-nesting seabirds in Scilly.

Vhe closest breeding Common "I'crn.s to Scilly arc on Chesil Beach in south Dorset, along Ireland's

liern coastline and in northern Brittany in northwest France, all of these being at a distance ofat least

| kill. Penhallurick recorded evidence of' Common "l'crn passage through west Cornwall in spring from
tnid- April to late May, and ibund it to be always lighter than in autlllnn, though a single-day count ot-over

500 was recorded off St Ives. Although autunnn nunlbcrs wcrc higher, off St Ives during a gale was
nexærtheless exceptional and several httndred per day scenicd nmore usual (Pcnhallttrick 1969). Scilly,

anv
( :onunon Tern passage is clouded by thc presence of local birds and so thc situation is less easily

assessed. Consequently, Conunon Tern movements have mostly been poorly recorded and tar Inanv vears
the suggestion is of little or no Inovclncnt through the islands at cither end of the year. And certainly what

sightings ranged bet"'een 1st and 26th ()ctober in nine out often years, a bird on 17th Decernber (dead
) proved thc exception. Maximtlln single-day spring counts were in the range but whilst
totals "'ere broadly silliilar, there was a high on 27th Juiv. The only report of birds showing

'

par,'lnndicn'-typcplunnagc icature.s during thc ten-vear period involved tivo in Tre.sco Channel on 1st July

Recorded Conunon lern pair counts - Scilly

1 40
1 00

175

124

-

I-he majority of the VVest Palearctic population winter.s offcoastal West Aii•ica, .snmlier numbers staying
as far as Iberia (C ct 1977—94). Niore northerly populations Inove iUrthe.srsouth and British
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and central European birds winter mostly off West Africa, with ringing data showing that birds from the
Baltic states also pass through Britain (Wernham ct al. 2002). A total of229 Common Terns were ringed
in Scilly during the late 2()th century, 145 (63%) since 1970. The only two recaptures are shown
both of which fit the West African pattern. However, it is worth recording that as long ago as 1911 H
Robinson ringed 191 young terns on one island in Scilly (Penhallurick 1969). A pulli spirit specimen
prepared by Robinson on 23rd June 1923 resides in the British Museum (Natural History )

number 1924.6.25.

Recoveries
SX'06437 Pul Merrick Island 3rd July 1991

SX37862 Pul Merrick Island 13th July 1992

Common Tern Ringing Recaptures

Arctic Tern

CT

AS

Cape Three Points, Ghana
2nd December 1991
Offihore, Guinea Bissau

3rd January 1994

Sterna paradisaea A
Scarce migrant and former summer visitor, reportedly bred as recently as 1973.
Breeds edges of Arctic Ocean, extending into North Atlantic as far as Britain and Ireland and extreme
northeast USA, and into North Pacific to Sea of ()khotsk, Aleutian Islands, Alaska and northwest Canada.
Long distance Inigrant, wintering south into Antarctic ()cean. Monotypic. Included on Annex I of 1979
EEC 'Ilirds Directive'. Amber-listed in UR: moderate population decline over past 25 years (Gregory ct al.
2002

According to E H Rodd, Arctic Tern was the conunonest migrant tern in Cornwall and Scilly up until
at least the 188()s, thc same authority noting that although it bred in Scilly it did so in flu• numbers
than previously (Rodd 187()a, 188()). In a similar vein, by the early 20th century Janu•s Clark and Francis
Rodd were lamenting the fact that although it had greatly outnunlbered the ( Tern 2()—25 years
beforehand, it was now in the minority (Clark & Rodd 19()6). Unsurprisingly then, by the
century Arctic Tern \vas believed to have disappeared fi•onn the islands as a breeding species (Wither-by ct al.
1940; Ryves & Quick 1946), thc last recorded breeding perhaps having occurred in 1924. Nevertheless,
in his review of changes among British breeding species Parslow found no evidence ofwide-scale declines

during the late 19th and early 2()th centuries, though local fluctuations ••,vere known to have occurred
(Parslow 1967a).

Most subsequent refi-•rcnces to Arctic Tern in Scilly involve random sightings ofwhat were assumed to
be passage birds, mostly in very small numbers, e.g. four together on one of the two Green Islands on 6th
June 1947. Nonetheless, the possibility of it lingering to breed remained, as evident A A Dorrien-
Snlith's 1948 report that •a pairs attclnpted to breed' (CBWPSAR 18). However, far Illorc frequent
were comments such as 'heavv spring passage, but no evidcncc of nesting .

In fact, in 1961, an observer,
having located a single Arctic Tern on Tresco on 16th August, saw the need to provide a description för
what was indeed the oniv individual record in the islands that vear.

During the ten years from 199() it was recorded in all but 1994, but in surprisingly low nunlbcrs —

though doubtless the odd individual escaped identification anuyng the tar greater of Common
Terns. A total of 67 passage Arctic Terns were recorded during the nine vears, two-thirds of these in

15 of those in

autunul, and two in 1993 was the lowest annual total.
All of this makes it difficult to understand claims that 3() pairs ofArctic Terns bred on Annet in 1945

CBIVP.SAR 15), Pius 12 pairs on the sanu• island in 1963 and pairs the fi)llowing year
1963—64), with the illi'ther suggestion that a few pairs may have bred on T resco during 1973 (

1973) and 1977 1977). Reactions to such clailns are mixed, many taking the viev.• that birds
involved were incorrectly identified Common Terns. However, during the late 196()s and early 1970s,

Arctic Terns bred in Dorset and around Ireland's southern coastline, with other outlying groups in Kent,
Stiffk)lk and Norfi)lk, a situation that persists to the present time (Sharrock 1976; Gibbons ctnl. 1993 In

addition, sonic of the observers involved in Scilly were particularly reliable, the 1963—64 Annet pairs being

304
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seen By observers from the St Agnes Bird Observatory. BLit in anv event, such issues are not easily reassessed

at distance in tinr and nnuch reliance must be placed upon the integrity of both the observers involved
and any editorial and vetting staff. Morc recently, a single Arctic Tern was witnessed among Ccnnnnon
Terns above Green Island, Samson during a survey by the author and W H I'VagstatFon 15th June 1995,

though no nest could be attributed to this bird and it was not recorded subsequently IOSBR 1995
uch Arctic Tern passage occurs offkhore, prestnnably explaining the paucity of Scillonian sightings of

a rniu:-ant species that breeds in substantial numbers in Ireland, northern Britain, Fennoscandia, nortluvest
and adjacent Arctic islands. Ringing recoveries shou• that many birds both shores of the Baltic

Sea routinely pass through Britain (WVernham cr al. No Arctic Terns are recorded as having been

ringt-'Qi on Scilly and there are no recaptures from elsewhere.

Bridied Tern Sterna anaethetus A BBRC 5.5%

Extremely rare vagrant or migrant, full written description required by the BBRC.
991 One T resco & Crow Sound 6th July to 13th August British Birds 85: 1()7, 531

Fraenu•ntary distribution,breeds Caribbean, Central Annerica, tropical West Africa and Indian and Pacific

()ccans. Migratorv or highlv dispersive, nminly offshore. Polvrvpic: mclanoptcrn occurs West Indies and
West Aii•ica; nelsoni (.entral Aincrica; antarctica Red Sea, Persian Gulfand western Indian ()ccan; ncnninatc
anacr/yctus eastern Indian ()cean and southeast Pacific (Cramp ct al. 1977—94).

j one occurrence of \Vhat re:nain.s an raritv throughout thc v.'holc of thc British Isles, with
the i} I} RC accepting iti.st 18 British records within the period 1958—99 and with only three records prior

to that. Thc appearance of the 1991 individual, an adult, coincided with the arrival of an cxtrcmc low-

pressure weather s•vstclll, M'hich renlaincd centred over thc islands för rwo days during early Jilly and svas

Inarked initially by a prolonged period of extrcnnely heavv rain. During its 39 -day stay thc bird mainly
frequented thc shallovc vcater and sandy beaches around the southern ends ofTrcsco and St Martin's, and

During at least one such occasion it was heard to called repeatedly as it back and ibrth low over the

colonv on Tre.sco'.s southeast corner (pers. obs.).

Birds reaching the British Isles seem Inost likely to originate fronl West African, Caribbean or Central
Anwrican populations (Cranip c,' al. 1977—94), though as Gantlett (1998) pointed out, thc BOUR(
currentlv asstnnes all records arc antarctica, based on a bird fi)tllld dead in Kent in 1931. I)vnnond ct al.

if not all, birds arrived in Britain and Ireland between mid-April and the last1989' slunved that nnost,

\veek of ()ctober, with a verv obvious concentration in southwest England,

[SootyTern Sterna fuscata] A
Exrrcruely rare vagrant or migrant, full written description required by thc BBRC.

1 883 ()ne Trcscol Clark & Rodd

Fr.! 'Inentarv breeding Atlantic, Caribbean, indian Ocean, Persian Gulf, tropical and southern
'üC1fic. Migratorv or dispersive, Inovenwnts poorlv unelerst( )0d. Polvtvpic: nonunate /hscatn occurs

( ..',ribbean and Atlantic; illtbi/osa Red Sea, Persian Gulf and Indian Ocean; five Inore in Pacific.
i .ike thc previous species, there is iLi.st a single clanncd record, but in this case it is quite old and

perhaps not as reliable as Illight wish, originatingas it does ironl a tinu when the only certain raritv

a one. Janus Clark was certainlv sufficiently cautious about this record in his list of 77m' Birds e/
•

(
,orn 10 enclose the entry in squared brackets (Clark 1 9()2 J. The incident occurred ailer publication of

Rodd's landinark T/yc Birds o/
•

( and thc Scil/v Islands (Rodd 188() and is sununariscd bv

Clark and F. I-I Rodd's nephexv Francis Rodd in their norlnallv dependable Zoologisl review 01' VThc
of Sciliv' Ciark & Rodd Here They explain that in 1 883 veteran Ire.sco ganwkeepcr David

Snfith sau• a strange bird ha\vking flies over the freshwater pools. Because he v.'as still recovering a

ere illness, Sniith asked a friend to shoot the bird, but the shot lilissed and the bird flew off and vvas

er seen again. Slilith was subsequently 'shown the plates in Gould', whereupon he allegedly identified

bird as Sooty Tern. only pre-1 883 Gould publication containing a Sooty Tern plate appears ro be
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his 1848 Birds gf,A1tstralin, which also contains a plate ofBridled Tern S. allactbctus(E Warr in litt.), thusdemonstrating that Slüith had a clear choice between these two look-alike species. However, in preparingthc Zoologist text, Clark appeared slightly less cautious about this record than he did years earlier.Nevertheless,
the record is square-bracketed here in view of the known possibilitv of confusing these two species, plus
the lack of any knovcn written description. It does not appear in the 1971 Checklist (Snow 1971 )

A total often British Sooty Tern records were accepted by the BBRC during the period 1958—99, with 16prior to that period, perhaps suggesting that thc species has become less likely to be seen in the British Islesthan iV)rlnerIy, allovcing för the increased number ofobsevers. European records attributed subspecificaliv
are thought to have involved .fitscara (Cramp ct al. 1977—94). Clark and Rodd nvake no mention of the
tilliing of the Tresco incident, and although Penhallurick (1969) gave it as autunlll hc too provided noadditional information. In their review of century British and Irish Sooty Tern records, ctal. ( 1989) iOund that all occurred between late May and mid-August, though several older records fall',vithin thc period March or April through to October (Witherby cral. 1940 i. These last authors also made
no mention of the claimed Tresco sighting.

Little Tern Sterna albifrons A
Scarce migrant, mainly now in spring. There seems no reason to doubt a claim that single pairs bredin and 1919.

Breeds Caribbean, Central and North America, central and southern Europe, central and eastern Asia and
Australasia. Migratory, west European population winters coastal West Africa to eqtlator, perhaps
south. Polytypic: nominate albifi•ons occurs Europe to central Asia and south to North Africa, Iran and
India; vqnincac VVcst and central Africa; at least fivc additional elsewhere include thc North and
Central American antillnrum or 'I east Tern'. Included on Annex I of 1 979 EEC 'Birds Directive'. Amber-
listed in U K: nnodcrate population decline over past 25 years; 5()% or nujrc of breeding population at ten
or sites; uni.hvourablc world conservation status (Gregory ct Ill.

E H Rodd knew it as
' I-esser Tern Stcrnn minutn' and described it as far from rare along the Cornish

coast, though as Ihr as he knew it did not occur in Scilly during summer ( Rodd 188()). Nonetheless, James
(',iark and Rodd's nephew Francis Inade mention 01' one in imnvature plunvage shot on Guthcr's Island on14th Septetnber 1857, the latter having also seen seven between Tresco and Saruson in ()ctobcr 1863,
three ofwhich were shot. ()nc also spent several weeks in the area ofTresco's Great Pool in Julv 1 877 and
another was present in the Bryhcr area in April 1 (Clark & Rodd 19()6). These records apparently werethc sum total of published Little Tern reports up until the start of the 2()th century.

Penhallurick revicnvcd the status of Little Tern up tliltil the 1 pointing out that yrding to
C J King, hc and F W Frohawk ibund a Little Tern nest on Tcan in King also nmking Inention ofa
nest at Pelistry, St Mary's, in 1919 (Penhallurick 1969). However, Penhallurick also drew attention to
King's confession that he once n)istook an exceptionally small clutch of(lommon Tern S. hirundoeggs for
those of Little Tern (C J King 1924) and on that basis suggested King's records were perhaps suspect.

King was quite clear this nnisidenrification took place on Guthcr's Island in 1923 whilst he was
acct)lnpanicd by his son, not by Frohawk and the error was corrected at the tilnc, therefore there seemsnothing in these remarks to cast doubt on thc earlier record, though, unibrtunately, King provided no
additional iniörtuation on the St Mary's record. Penhallurick considered Little Tern a scarce migrant in the
islands at least by the nminiy in autumn, and drew attention to the tact that thc earliest published
2()th century account of it atter Clark and Rodd's Inention of one on Brvher in 19()4 concerned a bird
Inoving sotitluvest past St Agnes on 2()th August 1952 ( 22 Sightings ranged between mid-
August and early October with eight the Inost scen together and there vccre iust two sprinu records.

Exatnining thc situation ibr the ten years from 1 99(), we sec a slightlv different situation to that described
by Penhallurick, with 33 Little -IQ•rns arriving in eight years in spring, whereas just 21 appeared in five years
during autumn. However, the spring figure is inflated by an excessive 16 during 1991 and once that countis disregarded overall totals för the ti\'O periods arc similar. Sonu• authorities suggest a fall-of}' in nunflners
in recent vears, but the situation described diftQrs little fi•onl the 13 preceding years, when none were
recorded in at least tivo years, but with 19 in 1983 described as 'more than usual'.
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closest breeding Little Terns to Scilly are in Dorset and southeast Ireland (Gibbons ct al. 1994
and in northwest France (Guermeur & Monnat 1980). In western Europe, post-breeding movement

cornmences froin early July and continues through into October, some travelling in falüily groups, which
presumably accounts for a juvenile seen being fed bv adults in Pentle Bay, Tresco, on 13th August 1995.
N lost passage south to the I'Vest African wintering areas (Wernham ct al. ) occurs along the coasts and

is solnetime.s rapid, return spring movement being less well documented but thought to commence from
passing north off European coasts during April and May (Cramp cr al., 1977—94). GantlettApril.

| 998 ) identified the possibilitv ofthe perhaps recognisable East African forni Ultincac occurring in Britain

and there are already British claims of the North and Central American antillnrmn. No Little Terns have

been ringed in Scilly and there are no recaptures from elsewhere.

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida A BBRC 0%

Extremely rare migrant, full written description required by the BBRC. An early claim of breeding
is unsupported by published detail and seems extremely improbable in any event.

1851 ()ne (immature — shot) Tresco 2nd August Rodd 185 ld; Clark & Rodd 19()6

Frat—quentarv southern Eurasian breeding distribution, frorn Iberia and France east to China and south to

East Afi•ica, Madagascar, India and Australia. Migratory, European populations winter mainly tropical

West' Africa. Polvtypic: nonninate hl'brida occurs Europe, North Africa, Middle East, northern India and
southern Siberia and China; further forms eastern and southern Africa plus Australia 2()()2b)

In his A Weck at tbc Laud's End, Blight (1861) nannes this as one of several tern species the eggs of
which xvcrc to bc fijund 'in other places, and generally in the sand or herbage about the shore'. However,
no other 19th centurv writer stiggested thatWhiskered Tern bred or even occurred in Scilly apart fi•onl thc
one obtained specinu•n and the circunnstances described bv Blight seem wholly unsatisfactory for what is
principaliy a Inarshland species.

he single old Scillonian record involved a bird shot on Trc.sco in August 1851 In a note to thc
Zoologist entitled '()ccurrence ofWhiskered Tern at Scilly' and dated 2nd September that sarnc year, E H

'dd reported that 'a bird which I have no doubt is an immature specimen was shot near T resco Abbcv a

days since' (Rodd 185 ld). Rodd later reconfirmed the record in his classic Birds ofCornn•aI/ and thc
Sci/h' Islands, pointing out too that as far as he knew it was still the only record för Cornwall and Scilly
( Rodd 1880 In preparing the latter book, either thc printer or James Harting (who was charged with
cotuplcting the publication fi)llowing Rodd's untimely death) mistakenly gave the year as 1857. Certainly
Janu•s Clark and Francis Rodd knch\' of no other on Scilly by the rinne of their own review, connnwnting
that a 'fine exannpic in innnnturc plumage' was shot on T resco by Augustus Pcchcll on August 2nd 1851

(Clark & Rodd 1906).
the record is not in doubt the precise date remains questionable, prinnarilv because E

I-I Rodd is unclear on thc point. In their rcvicw Clark and Francis Rodd gave thc date as 2nd August
it must be assumed thev were quoting fronn the TrescoAbbev records, with which Francis would have

iu•cn fanliliar and which ought to have been reliable. Hoxvever, although E H Rodd's Zoologist letter of
I 1 supports thc view that it shot in August, in later vears he appeared to settle on an unspecified dav
ir (Rodd 1870.1, 1878b, 1880).

A total of I records svcre accepted by thc BBRC during the period 1958—99, compared with just 2()

to that time. Birds reaching the British Isles are presumably of the torm hvbridn and certainly T A
I borrien•S111ith (1 951 ) Inade that assunnption in the case of the T resco individual.

Chlidonias niger A
Scarce miorant in small numbers, mostly in autumn and not annual.
llreed.s southern Europe and central western Asia east to Kazakhstan, pill.s central North Anurica. Nligratory,

I-.ara.sian populations xvinter coastalWest Afi•ica south to Nannibia and upper Nile Vallev. Polytypic: nonninatc

occurs Eurasia; surinmncnsis North America.
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Black Tern was known to E H Rodd as a rare autumn visitor to mainland Cormvall, where it main lv
occurred over rivers and freshwater pools. In April 1866 he received three summer-plumage specimens
shot on a large pond near Land's End and he knew of others seen or obtained near Falmouth during
October (Rodd 1880). Although Rodd made no mention of Scilly, his nephew Francis and co-author

Janus Clark put right that situation soon after the start of thc 20th century, pointing out that it was 'Seen

everv now and then on the pools of Tresco in immature plumage in the autumn, and sometimes in August'.
They also mentioned an adult obtained some time during April 1877, whilst on 10th April 19()3 a flock of

seven were watched feeding over Porth Hellick Pool on St Mary's, and on 26th April 19()5 were
.silüilarly feeding over Tresco's Great Pool (Clark & Rodd The infi:rencc is that these last were
exceptional records and that autumn birds were more frequent. Interestingly, Clark (in W page 1906)
thought there had been a slight increase in Cornish nunnbers or frequencv post-1901, though the onlv
prominent earlv 20th century report concerned two seen feeding over Porth Hellick Pool for seven days

from 12th April 1925 (H W Robinson 1925b).
Scillv is largely positioned outside the main migration path of this species, though numbers annuallv

pass through the Somerset Levels to the east. Exanlination of records for the ten vears from 1990 supports
earlier suggestions that this species was more frequent in Scilly during autumn, though spring arrivals arc
not unusual. Autillnn records involved 39 birds in 25 sightings in all but one year, at an average of 4.3 per

year, whereas birds in spring involved eleven sightings in only five years. But although this last suggests
an annual spring occurrence of six birds per year, 21 of these arrived during spring 1994 (groups of 15 and
6), giving an annual arrival rate of just 2.2 för the renmining fi)tll• years. The great majority of sightings

involved birds recorded on just a singie day, thc earliest spring arrival being 3()th April (fijur years)(90%)
and the latest 1 8th June, whilst thc earliest in autunlll was on 7th August and the latest thc rather extreme
date of' 2nd ()ctober. Thc latest ever recorded in the islands may have been the bird found dead on St

Marv's on 26th November 1967.

Black Terns brecd regularly no closer to Scilly than thc Netherlands, with other populations in IDenmark,

northwest Germany, central and northeast France and Spain (Hagenlcijcr & Blair 1997). Within thc West
Palearctic, autunnn migration comnu•nces from late June or earlier, most adults moving before juveniles;
initial juvenile movements taking the fk)rm of random dispersal (Cramp ct al. 1977—94). The Netherlands

has been identified as thc probable prime autumn staging post for all northern and eastern European
populations, plus possibly those in wcstcrn Siberia, most birds thcn continuing south through France and

Iberia (Cramp ct al. 1977—94). As evident even from Scillonian records, the volume of between-year

passage through Britain and other south\vcst European counties varies, being exceptionally hcavv some
vears. Return spring niigratiofi begins from latc March, birds passing through southern and central

Europe during May. A substantial percentage Of birds pass through thc Strait ofGibraltar and follow thc

Atlantic coast northwards to reach Britain, Ireland and cvcn Iceland.

Thc recentlv adinittcd the North American surinamcnsisto thc British List on the strength of

a juvenile at Weston-super-Marc, Avon, 3rd—I Ith October 1999 2()()2a; Birding World 12:

416—418). Consequently, and given the relativc scarcity of Black Tern in Scilly, any bird föund should be

examined with care, especially perhaps during autunnn (Gantlctt 1998 T A Dorrien-Snnith scelns to have

attributed all pre- 1951 records to Iligcr (T A Dorricn-Smith 1951 ).

White-winged Blacl< Tern
(Wh ite-winged Tern) Chlidonias leucopterus A BBRC 0.13%

Extremely rare migrant, full written description required by the BBRC.
— shot) Great Pool, T resco 14th May Cornish 1882b; Clark & Rodd 19()61882 ()nc (adult

1933 ()nc Great Pool, T resco 17th April (.'BWPSAR 3 (A A Dorrien-S111ith)
1995 One (juvenile) St Agnes & Tresco 17th ()ctober ( Hayle, Cornwall 1 8th) British Birds 89: 50

Breeds intermittently west and central Europe but more consistently eastwards through central Asia to

Mongolia and south to Iraq. Migratory, West Palearctic populations winter Africa south of Sahara, where

probably joined bv birds flit-ther east. N'lonotypic.

The first of three acceptable Scillonian records involved a bird in full sunnmer plunnage shot by
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ganu•keeper David Sillith on Tresco's Great Pool on 14th May 1882 (Cornish 1882b; Clark & Rodd
i. The skin of this individual is allegedly nov,• in the Tresco Abbey collection. The next, again on

Tresco Great Pool but solne fiftv years later, was reportedly seen in flight in April 1933 and unusuallv for

Scilly up until that time, was not shot (CBWPSAR 3). Most recent was a first-winter individual initially
seen on Tresco on 17th October 1995, before relocating to Perigiis, St Agnes and leaving the islands later
the same day. Interestingly, what was almost certainly the same bird was present in the Havle Estuarv, west
Cornu•all, on the 18th ( CBWPSAR 65), before leaving in an easterlv direction and verv possibly also

accounting for the sighting of a first-winter individual at Greater Westhay Moor, Somerset, from 23rd to

27th CBWPSAR 65 The nearest recorded breeding colonies are in Poland and Hungary Hagelncijer &
Blair 1997).

4

0

White-winged Black Tern arrival dates

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep ()ct Nov Dec

An unusual 'nmrsh-tern' seen fi-•cding off Tean on 24th June 1969 could have involved this species but
thc description left roonn substantial doubt that something Inore exotic may have been involved, för

according to thc obscrvcr thc bird was jet-black with white shoulders and white tail, reddish legs, yellowish
bili and was watched flying low over the water and feeding by dipping rather than with thc splash of a

Guillemot (Common Guillemot) Uria aalge A
Smnmer visitor, breeds in small numbers at a few 'ancestral' sites, smaller numbers are evident in

Scillonian waters during winter.

Breeds northern edge ofAtlantic and Pacific ()ccans, in North Atlantic mainly Britain, Ireland, Norway,
Iceland and Newföundland. Dispersive, northwest Atlantic populations winter south as fhr as coastal Iberia.
Poivrypic: nominate aalgc, or 'Northern Guillemot', occurs North Atlanticsouth on eastern seaboard to
northern Scotland; albionis, or 'Southern Guillcnnot', remainder of Britain, plus Ireland south to Iberia;
bvpcrborcn, or 'Arctic Guillennot', northern Norway and adjacent Arctic islands; californica and inornatn
North Pacific. Alnber-listed in UR. 2()% or morc of European breeding population in UK (Gregory ct al.
2002

Earliest evidence of Guillennot presence in thc islands came archaeological sites on Samson, Mav's
Hill on St Martin's and Nornour in the Eastern Isles (Turk 1973, 1984a, 1984b). Bone rclnains at May's
I-iill originated [I-om between 17()() and 1()()() 1K: and the 3rd and 4th centuries AD, whilst a tibio-tarsus
ii•agtnent fronn Sain.son dated around 11(:. Unusually in a British context, Razorbill Alca t,orda,
Giliilen10t and Puffin Fratcrcula arctica are the commonest bird species (in that order) found at
archaeological sites in Sciliv, although Guillemot renvains were not found at thc Halangv Down site on St

despite the presence there of Great Auk Alca impcnnis bones (Ashbee 1999
Nineteenth- and earlv century accounts of Guillen10t on Scilly are as rnucln concerned with piu Inage

location, Besley'.s Handbook (Anon,tvpe as nunlber.s or 19th centurv undated) describing both

'Cid considered it a well-known seabird either singly or in snyall parties around coastal Cornwall, where,
c•pccially at Scillv', it resorted to the clifils in Mav 'för the purposes of nidification' (Rodd 1880). Rodd
diso that the bridled fornl, 'obtained occasionaliv on the Cornish coast', was generaliv
regarded as 'merely a varietv of the common species'.

More informative, however, •svas James Clark and Francis Rodd's earlv centurv account, these txvo
pollitinu out that xvas never as abundant in Scilly as Razorbill, though it formerly 'nested in
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great profusion' (Clark & Rodd They also noted that during the late 19th century it had 'sadly
dilllinished',so much so that on Scilly Rock in 19()3 only a single (broken) egg could bc found, whilst on
Gorregan, described bv Clark and Rodd as one of its 'recent strongholds' only three eggs were discovered.
Meanwhile, on Mincarlo, in the Northern Isles, no nests were found, even though King had described
nine or ten eggs three vears beforehand. However, it was still breeding on Men-a-Vaur in small numbers
and was also thought to do so on Hanjague in the east. Clark and Rodd concluded with the observation
that it vcas 'nowhere prominent'. Sadly, we have no means now of knowing just what Clark and Rodd
meant when they described Guillemot as förmerly nesting in •great profusion', though the inference elsewhere
is that perhaps not nmny were involved. In addition, although breeding persist still at three or

morc of the above-mentioned sites, Iliany pairs are what can best bc described as subterranean, though we
have no means now of assessing whether this was formerly thc case, or, if so, whether these went unrecorded
by early visitors to these remote sires. Innportantly, Smart ( 1885—86) named only Men-a-Vaur, Hanjague
and Scilly Rock as breeding sites, putting the total population even at that time at thirty pairs or less.

Penhallurick f 1969 ) noted that precise details on early distribution and numbers ofbreedingGuillemots
in Corn\vall were lacking and though it clearly bred at sites than Razorbill, overall numbers of these
two were believed to bc similar. The same author highlighted what appeared to have been substantial
Cornish Guillemot reductions during the first halfofthe 2()th century, though thc timing of-publication of

his Birds q/' thc Cornish Coast made it difficult to assess any of thc 1967 Torrcv Canyon disaster. On
Scilly, King thought Razorbills outnumbered Guillemots by about 2():1 during the earlv 2()th century and
suggested perhaps five breeding sites (C J King 1924). However, sonw eariv 2()th century reports
only confuse the overall picture; for exalnple, according to Penhaliurick, Harvey saw fZ•w on Mincarlo in
1938 again according to Penhallurick, Wallace had föund many in 1923. In addition, whereas

source who ibund that in 1946—47 nutnbcrs on Men-a-Vaur and Gorregan were 'too large to estimate'.

Nonetheless, no co-ordinated early to century all-island count appears to have been carried out,
though by the latc Penhallurick suggested a total ofc. 5() pairs, with 25 on Men-a-Vaur, 8 on Scilly
Rock and 1 7 on Gorregan. He flirthcr suggested that breeding may have ceased on Mincarlo and Hanjague
and that by then most Scillonian Guillenu)ts nested beneath boulders, whilst confirming this behaviour

had not been recorded prior to 1923. Nonetheless, solnc still apparently bred on Mincarlo up until 1952
at which tinw the island was visited fronn the mainland by active egg-collectors (Cole & Trobe

The fi•agluentary distribution of breeding Guillemots in Scilly, thc isolation of sites and relatively brief

period when birds arc present at colonies, plus difficulties involved in gaining access, all severely limit
count data. Certainly since 1990, no Guillenu)ts have bred on Hanjaguc in the Eastern Isles and thc only
indication of possible breeding on Mincarlo involved a single bird seen leaving the site during the Seabird
2()0() count. Therefore, thc current known Scillonian breeding sites arc litnited to Gorregan, Scilly Rock
and Men-a-Vaur, plus possibly Mincarlo. Despite earlier observations of breeding on Rosevcan in the

Western Isles, none have been noted ashore there since 1974.

The Table shows all-island Guillenu)t survey totals plus associated individual site counts together with
sources 01 infornmtion. The loaded oil tanker Torrey (',anvon struck the Seven Stones reef to the east of

Scillv on 18th March 1967, but regrettably there arc no all-island count data ibr years prior to that rime.
I-lowcvcr, results ofa post- Canyon survey of Scilly and the Cornish Inainland during sunnnner 1967

revealed less-than-expected reductions in 1110.st mainland auk colonies. However, at least one Scillonian
Guillcrnot site, Gorregan, vcas believed to show a nmrked reduction, based partly on thc known (snnll)

nunllu•r of birds previously ringed at this site, plus the percentage [Ound oiled during 1967 (Parslow
1967b), but also upon the knowledge that an cstinyatcd 5() breeding pairs had been present at this site five

years befbrehand. The Chart shows the pattern Of all-island Guillenu)t count totals since 1967 and reveals

either a recoverv thc losses of 1967, or even a pt )ssibie increase, and whilst the true island situation

remains unclear thc national population is known to be increasing.
Survey nuthods used in past all-island Guillemot counts are not always entirely apparent blit thc 1999

counts involved all birds leaving the main area ofthc breeding colonies but not adjacent 'roost' areas, these
results then being nutitiplied by ().67 (Walsh crnl. 1995 ) to give the figure shown. It should also be noted,
110M'ever, that there was strong evidence, in the torm of birds counted away ii•om the colonies, that 1999
represented a better than average vear tor this species in Scillonian waters.
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Mincarlo
196T
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1999*

Total

50
36
104

109
1 30

Gorregan

10

27

26 (39)

Scilly Rock
8

6

20+

26 (39)

Men-a-Vaur

78 (117)

Auks

Parslow 1967b

Allen 1974-76
Harvev 1983

Birkin & Smith 1987
P J Robinson 1999c

Guiliemot Breeding Distribution by Island r Seabird 2()()() data [adjusted figures, full-count data

in brackets])

X Lillibcrs of vcintcring Guillemots in Scillonian waters arc less well understood, as demonstrated bv

the tQ-t that the only birds recorded during thc two-day late January 1997 Winter Shorebird Survev veere
off St Mary's. Doubtless most individuals retnain further out to sea and are therefore less visible from

the islands. Although most observations seem likely to involve birds passing the islands during migratory
or Heather-related Inovcnlents, most go no further south than the Bay of Biscav (Wernham ct al. )

ot- records för thc ten vears fronn 199() reveals little refZ•rence to winter sightings, most of

breeding season there arc just a random sight records, thc two verv obvious exceptions being reports
of up to 5() an hour passing the islands betveccn 5th and 27th ()ctobcr 1997 and 45 past Peninnis, St

Mary•s, on of 22nd ()ctober 1998 ( 1997, 1998); neither account stating the direction of travel.

Island
Gc n•regan

Rock
Men-a-Vaur
Mincarlo

Pairs

39
117

.12,

Guillemot Breeding Distribution — 1999
(Seabird 2()()() data)

Guillemot Breeding Distribution — 1999 (data

Seabird 2()()())

l"he local nlbionis population plus the siightly larger and darker ncnninatc nn(ljc seclu most likclv 10
för anv winter sightings in Scillonian ',vaters. I-lourever, although the more northerly

/J.vprrbort•n nnostlv no further south than coastal Fennoscandia, sonoc arc knovcn to reach southxvcst
I-.il'*iand and although perhaps nor readily identifiable in thc field all tide-line corpses should be c.xannincd

(C •.r:unp c,' al. 197¯—94; Gantlett 1998). Parslou• attributed declines at Guillemot colonies in
southern England to oil pollution, though he thought predation iroln large gulls Larus and ibod-rclatcd
factors also played a part. A snvall number of nminlv dead ) oiled Guillenujts arc washed ashore in Scillv
cacil winter and as breeding adults nnost\y remain closc to their colonies at this tinu that particular form of

nesting aniong It reportedly connmenced flom the luid- 1 correlates closelv vcith
colonisation and spread of Great Black-backed Gull Larus mnrl/llts in Sciliv. Indeed, both Shact

nrisrotclis and Ray.orbill 110M' silliilarly nest altuost exclusively beneath large boulders. Fogden
& Greenn•ood 1965) Guillennots breeding inside a natural chamber on Cape Clear Island, Ireland,
in 1965, and pointed out that thev knew then of just one other such example, in Norwav, and attributed

behaviour to natural necessity brought about by the local gcoiogy at both sites, concluding that
'aciaptive radiation has produced a wide range of nest-sires in the auk fanlily'
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A total of 1()7 Guillemots have been ringed in Scilly as adults or pulli, prior to 1970. The small
nunflner of recoveries shown here demonstrates that at least some local first-winter birds move south to the
near limit of Guillemot's range in the eastern North Atlantic, whilst not all adults remain close to
the islands outside the breeding season. In addition to those shown, two out of tiour ringed as breeding
adults on Gorregan in 1962 were recovered in April 1967 as a consequence of the Torrc.vCanyon incident
one on St Mary's the other on thc Cornish mainland. There was a marked difference in the mean age of
recovered compared to Razorbills, the mean age of the four Scillonian recoveries being one
year and eight months — or just over three months ifthe single long-lived individual is discounted, whereas
thc mean agc of the seven Scillonian-ringed Razorbills vcas three vears seven months, only one of which
died in its first winter.

120

100

Recorded Guillemot pair totals — Scilly

Data sources: 1967 - Parslow 1967b; 1974 = Allen 1974-77; 1983 P Harvev 1983; 1987 = Birkin &
Smith 1987; 1999 Seabird 2()()() — unpublished data

Controls
AT1860J Ad

Recoveries
Lundv Island, Devon 9th Julv 1954

Men-a-Vaur 4th Julv 1958

Scilly Rock 3()th Junc 196()

Gorregan 29th June 1961

N'Icn-a-Vaur4th July 1958

St Mary's I Ith February 1955

A J32243

Pul

Ad

Pul

Ad Fl

Guillemot Ringing Recaptures

Razorbill

Pasajes, Guipuzcoa, Spain
2()th November 1958
Fort-Illoque, Mobihan, France
23rd August 196()
()ff Pasajcs, Guipuzcoa, Spain
7th November 1961
Rade dc Brest, Finisterc, France
1 8th April 1964
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Summer visitor, breeds on about 14 uninhabited islands and in greater numbers than Guillemot
Urin aalgc. Probably fewer than at the start of the 2()th century, smaller numbers are evident in

Scillonian waters durincy winter.

Breeds northeast and northwest North Atl-antic, fioni northern France, Britain, Ireland and Fennoscandia
west through Faeroes, Iceland and western Greenland to Newföundland and Nova Scotia. Migratory in

north of range, dispersive in south, in eastern Atlantic wintering south to coastal North Ati•ica and

Mediterranean. Polvrvpic: nominate torda, or 'Northern Razorbill' occurs north and vvest•, islandica Iceland,

Faeroes, Ireland, Britain and Brittani,L Annber-listed in U K: 2()% or more of European breeding population

in UR, or more at ten or icwer sites (Gregorv al. 2()()2
in Sciliv canu• trolli bone rennins unearthed fromLike Gtiilien10t, earliest evidence of Razorbill

archaeological sites on Nornour in the Eastern Isles, at Mav's Hill on nearbv St Niartin's and on Samson

Turk 1973, 1984a, 1984b I. Bone rernains at the Mav's Hill site date ti•om between thc Earlv Christian
period and 1 whilst on Nornour it was the conunonest bird species unearthed and was [bund in almost
all levels. Untisuallv in a British context, Razorbill, Guillen10t and Puffin Fratcrcula nrcricn are the
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cotumonest bird species (in that order) found at such sites in Scillv, for though Razorbill remains are

conunonly found in kitchen middens in northern Scotland, they are seldom found at English sites (Turk

1 984a). Interestinglv, Careu• (1602) mentions thc use of 'murres' as food in Cornwall, this term being
applied to both Razorbill and Guillemot in the county, though in west Cornwallmore probablv to Razorbill
(Penhallurick 1969

There arc few early reports of this species in Scillv, E H Rodd briefly describing it as common in the
late 19th centurv, 'son)etilnes appearing in small parties in Mount's Bay, and all round the coasts, especially
at Scillv' Rodd 1880), whilst elsewhere in the same volume he mentioned that it bred in Scilly's cliffs.
I-iou•ever, as so Often is the case, the most descriptive conninents came from James Clark and E H Rodd's
nephew Francis, who at the start of the 2()th century observed that it 'Breeds in extraordinarv numbers,
especially in the Western Islands, and those to the north of Bryher' (Clark & Rodd 1906). Whilst it may be
tempting to think there was perhaps a measure of exaggeration involved, the same authors described how
4 i Razorbill eggs were found on thc eastern section of isolated Scilly Rock in less than half an hour on

Mav 19()3. These remarks must bc viewed against a total of perhaps 1 5 surveyed pairs at the sanie site
in 1999, Clark and Rodd's inference being that not all eggs were found in 1903.

Few published accounts provide an insight into the whereabouts of this species in Scilly during thc late
19th and early 2()th centuries. The Reverend Smart ( 1885—86) noted that it bred 'in countless mnnbers'

on various rocks, specifically naming Hanjague in the Eastern Isles, Men-a-Vaur in thc Northern Isles and
all thc Western Isles. F W Frohawk described climbing 'one of thc loftiest stacks' on 3()th June and

upon reaching the (42-metre) summit found himself in the midst ofa Razorbill colony (Chatfield
1 987 ). Froin the description this sounds verv Inuch like loflv Men-a-Vaur, which remains a main Razorbill
stronghold today. H W Robinson and Uren both included this species among lists of seabirds found
breeding on Annet (Uren 19()7; H W Robinson 191 1 a) and thcrc is morc rccenr mention of a few on
Brvhcr'.s Shipman Head, though on Mincarlo in thc Northern Isles it was said to occupy 'Every available
crack and crevice' (CBWI)SAR 7). Finally, hundreds, or more, were said to be breeding on Rosevear up
until at least 1914 (H W Robinson 1923) and a mid-2()th century account of birds breeding on Mincarlo

'taws two mainland egg-collectors visited in 1952 and saw both breeding Razorbills and
( colc & Trobe 2000

Penhallurick ( 1969) demonstrated that in mainland Cornwall Ravzorbill is almost exclusively a bird of

the north coast, though occurring in similar numbers to Guillemot. This situation is noticeably different
fioni Sciliv, whcrc Razorbill currently outnunlbcrs it close relative bv about 3:2, rather less than the earlier

suggested ratio of (C J King 1924). The Chart includes counts from all-island century survevs,
though it should bc borne in mind that counting methods varied between surveys and that periodic single-

vcar counts run the risk of encountering either successfill or poor breeding seasons. Distribution is noticeably
different that of Guillemot, birds being recorded breeding on at least 14 islands in 1999, but with
N i en-a-Vaur, Mincarlo and Gorregan berwccn them holding about 8()%. No Razorbills arc currently known
to breed on anv of the five inhabited islands.

Razorbills in Sciliv breed exclusivelv beneath boulders and Inost sires arc inaccessible, Inaking it extrcnnciv
ciifiicult basing a survev on numbers of apparently occupied nest sites, and though chicks can be quite

u jcal, determining nunlbers of adults involved using this is fraught with difficulties. Most counts,

then, are based cither on nunlbcr.s of birds exiting from below ground, or on numbers of birds in thc
inuncdiatc vicinity. As Guillctnot, the 1999 Razorbill count part of thc Seabird 2()()() national

survev, and, like counts involved all birds leaving the breeding colonics but not adjacent 'roost'
areas, multiplied bv ().67 to produce the figure shown, to the nearest pair (Walsh ct al. 1995). The 1969
total of pairs represented in the order of' of the south',vest England population ( Lloyd ct al. 1991 ).

Par,slow ( 1967a) recorded nnarked and widespread decreases at Razorbill colonies in southern and
)Lltinvest England, conuncncing about the earlv 1 and continuing until at least the

Nvrlters have attributed these declines to oil pollution, but doubtless other factors, e.g.
:uailabiiity, also played a part. More recently, populations appear to be increasing (Mead 1993), though

lack of previous all-island counts create difficulties deciding whether this is also the case in Scillv.

Gantiett ( 1998 ) attention to the possibilitv of the slightly larger nominate torda occurring in coastal
Britain during M'lnter, pointing out that there aireadv a ringing recoveries, Inostlv ft-onl Nonvav,

case particuiar attention should perhaps be paid to tideline corpses in Scillv, as ciseM'here.
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Razorbill Breeding Distribution — 1999 (data

Seabird 2000)

Island

An net

Melledgan
Gorregan
Rosevean
Rosevear
Mine-ario
Illiqvilgi'*'
Castle Brvher
Scillv Rock
Men-a-Vaur
Ragged Island
Men,mvethan
Hanjague

Nests/Pairs

( 64 )

7 (11)

47 (7())

15 (22)

68 (101)

Distribution of 201 Razorbill Pairs — 1999
(Seabird 2()()() data [adjusted figures, full-
count data in brackets l)

A total of298 Razorbills had been ringed in Scilly up to the end of 1999, 243 prior to 197(). the

eight recaptures, at least were recorded as oiled and perhaps as Inany as six died from this cause. Thc
bird ivcred in Norwav is notable, partly because it was shot but Inore innportantly bccatl.sc it was so far

north, though long-range displacelncnts arc not unusual in first-year Razorbills of thc southern islandicn
(Crannp ct al. 1977—94). Significantly, thc mean age of thc seven Scillonian recoveries was three vears

and seven Inonths, unlike Guillemot thc mean age of the recoveries was just one year and eight
months — or just over three months if the single long-lived individual was discounted. However, as Cramp
ct al. point out, this and other Alcidae may be under-represented by ringing data in the southern parts of
their range and over-represented in areas where thcy are still shot, or entangled in fishing nets. It as

no surprise, thereiöre, to lind thc jnaioriry of first-vear Razorbills winter south as far as coastal Morocco
and the xvestern Mediterranean, most renlaining well south of Britain during their first sumnu•r; "'hereas

Inost adults reunain close to the breeding areas during winter (Wernhann et al. 2()()2

Recorded Razorbill pair totals Scilly

177
1 98

sources: 1967 = 1967b; 1974 - Allen 1974-77;
Sinith 1987; 1999 = Seabird 2000 — unpublished data

1 983 l' Harvcv 1983: 1 987 — Birkin &

Controls
Ad

Recoveries
PillAT69151

AT691 Ad

Pul

4th Julv 1962 Skonner, Pcnlbrokeshire

Annct 22nd June 1961

Annet 18th june 1961

Men-a-Vaur 4th Juiv 1958

3 14

Ol

S Fl

01

Tresco 5th Februarv 1963

Scottning Lighthouse, Hordaland,
Norwav 5th ()ctober 1962
Pendower, Vervan, Cornwall
16th Februarv 1964
Siouvillc, Manche, Normandv, France

June 1964



1 86

Ad

Ad

Annet 9th Julv 1961

Annet June 196()

Minu-ark) 13th June 1996

Gorre=ran 17th June 1996

Ol

01

IQzorbill Ringing Recaptures

C, reat Aul<
extinct,mav have bred historicallv.
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katxviik, Zuid-Holland, Netherlands
7th Februarv 1963
Muzillac, Morbihan, Brittanv, France
1 7th Septenlber 1 966
Chesil Beach, Wevlnouth, Dorset
21st Februarv 1997
Sarzeau, Morbihan, France
31st Decennber 1999

Pinguinus impennis B

_•urred boreal to subtropical latitudes in east and \vest Atlantic, breeding Netd'föundland, Iceland, Scotland
( Kilda, possiblv ()rkncy and probablv Faeroes, possibly (,alfofMan; extinct since c. 1844. Prehistoric

iLicncc of presence south to Mediterranean and coastal Florida probabl\' indicates lilliit of winter range.
British record probabiv 1 84() on St Kilda (Fisher & Lockley 1954; ( Iralnp c,' al. 1977—94).

or so bones froin a:nong 1()5 excavated froin thc I-lalangv Down archaeological site, St12

were identified as this species, having been uncovered betivecn 195() and 1977 (Ashbee
Thc I-lalangv I site connprises a cluster of stone structures on a steep, west-facing sli at the

corner of Sv Marv's, it being deenu•d largely irnpossible to attribute bones and other arteiacts to

historical periods owing to thc unstratified nature of the nyatcrial under exatnin•atlon. I-lowcvc:•,

li•.' dates bciOrc 4()() and a third of the bones iverc 3rd centurv Iniddcn deposits, xvith
cil.sturbed levels. Great Auk renialns appeared to ori"inate ironl at leastrenninint_' 7()%

iduals, one ofxvhich only just Silliilarly, an as vet unidentified large avvan bone excavated
sanist 1

, perhaps involving a 6th 10 9th centurv Ali site ('Furk 1 973 could conceivablv
this species.

Although the discovery of a past Great Auk presence in Scilly xvas a surprjse, It ought not to have been
v, unexpected given Scilly's position 45 kill out into the Atlantic. In addition, of course, there would

been an obvious Incentive eat-iv island occupants to exploit whatever resources erc available
It seclus generally accepted that thc last sighting 01 this species M'ithin thc British Isles St

in 184() (reputcdiv killed as a witch! and there arc reports prior to that 01
•

birds in Ireland in 1 834
i rish Rare Birds ( Jonnnurtec 1998). Yet these are still very recent thc bones on Scillv
! the fact that the latter represent thc southerlv British and Irish should pose no barrier to

acccptancc, particularlv as Great Auk rennains have been fi)llnd even Into the Mediterranean (Fisher
. ißjcklev 1954). I-lcnvever, not too nnuch can be read into the apparent recent oi one oi the I-laiangy

prt 'Cess, as

Urin and Razorbill Alca ltn•da still I'herelorc, a recentlv fledged voting Great
i Sciliv have originated fronl a site iurther north: Fisher and I.ocklev thought that thc

fin•lner breeding sitc Inay have been thc (Jal!
•

of Nlan, though there is nothing 10 prevent us
that Great Auk once have bred in Scilly. explanation, hoxvcvcr, was given by Ashbee

raised thc )ssibilits oi carcasses or bc havi11Q' been 'light 10 the islands in xvith trade.

Eétack Guillemot Cepphus grylie A
crennelv

Q) 47
1 970
994

rare mvvrant or vv'lnter visitor.

( St N 14th April

) St Aunes 0th April

One dsununcr piurnaue south of Sanvson Februar\

Ireland and
•c n nn ark , l.c.ss dispersi\ c and less oceanic than other Palearctic Alcidae, l,vitll northerly populations

-
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most Inovcment. Poivtvpic: nonlinate .qr.vllcoccurs Baltic Sea; arcticus North Atnerica, southern Greenland,
British Isles, Sweden, Denmark, Norway and White Sea; fncroccnsis Faeroes; islandicus Iceland; mandrii
arctic North America, west and east Greenland, and remaining Arctic islands east to Siberia and northern
Alaska. Amber-listed in UR: unfavourable European conservation status (Gregory ct al. 2()()2 ).

This remains a prinne requirement species för Inost birder's Scilly list, just fV)tll• records ever denunnstrating
thc extreme rarity of this species so far south. The presence of the 1947 individual, plus its unexpected
three-month Stay, may well have been connected with the exceptionally cold European weather during
early 1 947, which had obvious proföund effZ•cts on so many bird species throughout Cornwall and Scilly
CBII'PS.AR 1 We know little about the 1976 individual other than it was seen off St Martin's on 14th

April. The third arrival involved a surprising tivo together in .sununcr plutnagc off Horse Point, St Agnes,
on 6th April 1994. More recently, a sumlner-plumaged individual, the fifth for Scilly, surfhced briefly next
to the boat during a crossing to Samson in early (pers. obs.).

Black Guillemot arrival dates

Jan Mar Apr May Jun Aug Sep ( ) c t Nov D CC

These sightings (of five individuals) represent extrelne movements of this relatively sedentarv
species, the British and Irish population being least inclined to move among those in the West Palearctic
(Crarnp ct al. 1977—94). VVcrnharn ct al. (2()()2) showed a small nunlber of Fair Isle and Irish ringing
recoveries to have nnoved south as far as Essex and southern Ireland. 1-10M'ever, fewer birds Iceland or
thc Faeroes seen) likeiy to have been ringed and these areas Inay be under-represented an)ong ringing data.
As Gantlctt ( 1998 ) suggested, iciandicusand ./hcroecnsis, both ofwhich are smaller than arcticus, might be

expected to occur off the British Isles in winter but it unwise to speculatc on where these Scillonian
records may have originated.

Little Auk Alle alle A
Scarce winter migrant or vagrant, full written description required •by the SRI'.
High-arctic species breeding Greenland, Arctic islands north of Eurasia and Ellesluere Island. Niigratory
and dispersive, regular south to British Isles stnall nunlbers but Inore during Inaior irruptions, perhaps
then reaching western Mediterranean. Polytypic: nominate alle occurs Island, Greenland, Iceland,
Jan Maven, Bear Island, Spit.sbcgan and Novaya Zenllya; polaris, or 'Franz Josef Land Little Auk' Franz
Josef I and. Racial identity of birds in northeast Asia and North Pacific unclear

F. I-I Rodd nu•ntioned Little Auk as a M'inter visitor to ('.ornxvall in parties of ten or so, which soon
broke up and dispersed, single individuals then finding their vc•av into harbours and estuaries. Thc saine
authority noted that birds occasionally picked up sonw distance tronn thc sea afier strong Minds,
though he Inade no specific tncntion of Scillv (Rodd 188()). However, Clark and Rodd's nephew
I-rancis Inentioned I.ittie Auk in their subsequent Zoologist review ot Birds of-Scillv', attention
to a single record of a bird dead on St Agnes in though they thought the species

perhaps overlooked in the islands (Clark & Rodd
Thc next Inention of Little Auk in Sciilv apparently in 1963 anci involved onc picked up unharmed

in a St Agnes garden on 20th l)ecclüber; the bird was ringed and then released. Following this, thc very
0b',ious pattern vcas either no birds at all or only one to three per year through until the though
reasons thc apparent dranmtic increase in records that tillie are perhaps difiictlit to explain. Part Of

anv explanation mav be that earlier Bird Reports were often quite selective in what they contained, the auk

species sonwtilnes getting no nun tion at all in sonic years. In addition, ofcourse, sonle earlier dealt
only with St Agnes and its surrounds and in any event there were then fexver observers. However, quite
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. Auks canie to attention because of the unusual circumstances involved, like the bird in a uarden
in Town in February 19¯3, or one swimnling in a puddle at Porthloo, St Mary's, in February 1988

veere found dead, or discovered in an e:naciated condition and died later, though one record

Little Auk arrival dates

Jan Feb Mar Apr Sep Oct Dec

1 996 199¯ and 1998 Ivere especiallv productive, particularly the last \Vith 12 sightings199 1

to 42 individuals, including one flock of 17. Exanlination of all published shoxvs a broad
of first-siuhting dates spanning the period, the earliest during the second week of ()ctoberspl

nnost birds having departed by earlv March, though two lingered into April. Given the
severe uanter weather and thc limited anuntnt of pre-arranged inter-island boat noovennent at that

a surprisingly hit-rh percentage of sightings in thc period Novennbcr—Fcbruary, though itveat•,

•:rtheless seclus reasonable suggest that Ilianv Inore u•ent unrecorded. in addition, there mav also be

recent bias towards ()ctobcr sightings resulting, Ii•om thc increased interest In auttllnn bird\vatching

Scillv. Thc Chart shows all recorded annual first-sighting dates, Gantlett (1998) suggested
ati•.A11ion IO tideline corpses in case individuai.s can bc attributed to the larger polaris, or 'Franz Josef Land

Auk'.

Puffin (Atlantic Puffin) Fratercula arctica A
Sununer visitor breeding on eight or so uninhabited islands, in the range 1()()—2()() pairs.

nc jrthcrn North Atlantic, France, Britain and Ireland north and vcest through Novava
Iceland, Greenland, Nexvü)tlndland and Nova Scotia. Dispersive, in eastern AtlanticSpitsbergen,

south to Azores, ( :anarv islands and hvestern Mediterranean. Polvtypic: nonnin•ate 11 rcncn, or
'

Northern Puffin' occurs Iceland, central and northern Norway, Bear Island, southern Novava Zenllya,
jilt Invest Greenland and northca,sv North France, southern Norway, Britain, Ireland and

northxve.st and eastern Greenland and northern Novava 7ucn11va. Alliber-
in UR: 30' or illore of breeding pt l)tliation at ten or ie\ver Sites; unfavourable F,urc conservation
t Gregorv c/

Scilly 'Ids thc distinction of being thc iirst recorded Pilfiin breeding site Ilritatn. Q ;urncv ( 192 1

when thc islands xvere leased bv F.dxvard Ill (as Earl ofthat cariie.st nu•ntion \vas in

- nunvall ) to Abbot Ran Iliphus of Iliancnunster, ior thc costl\' annount ('f six shillings and eight pence, or
I 'Ilffins'. Sufiern ( 1939 hoxvever, drexv attention another also 1 337 thereabollts

and contained in rhc lillblic Records ( )fiices' I)cscriptirc ('.ntn/ogjltc o/' Ant-icnt Thi:,Ill
•

lillient apparently witnesses thc subletting bv Ranulpli cie Blaunclunin.ster ( prestilnablv the sanu• Abbot
nujst Scillv John de Aliet, bv ivav of 'knight-.scrvice and by service of keepingall or

: •ntllphus castle in thc said Isles a certain titne'. I-lcnxæver, the agreeinelll appears 10 have gone even
'the said Ranuiph has released and quitcl.lllned ior self and heirs, tohers ior also iind that John and

heirs 1 hc icc of keeping thc said castle ever'
john appears haxw• neec itialcd a rent of thirteen shiliinus and fijur pence, or 1 puffinsFor his part,

in the event of his default, being eranted rhc right to take pullins ( 'poffonis' at a

xvas quite conunonplace a.s earlv as thc 2nd centurv AD. More recenthu entries such as thesepuffins'

been Ilitcrpreted as reicrrillk' to the (.onunon or AtlanticPuffin nrcr.;cn, thc truth
•puffin, •ptifllinc'that the
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supplies coming fi•onl Scilly and the Calf of Man, in particular. As evidence of the origin of the word
'puffin', cites the shearwater's scientific nan)e Puffinus, the name Puffin only later being attached
to Fratercula arcrica, perhaps through the close association of both species at breeding sites such as

where both tiequently occupy thc same burrow (Walpole Bond 1937). However, there nmy bc some
doubt over the exact timing of thc above historical events as Penhallurick 1969) described an ('flicial
inquiry of November 1 (during the rei'srn of Edward I ) concerning rent of six shiliings and eight
pence, or 'ptlfli)ns' payable bv Scillonian tenants to Launceston Castle on mainland Cornwall.
Penhallurick 1973) thought it reasonable to assume that such rents had been paid to all thc earls of
C.ormvall beginning with Richard in 1225, or as early even as a Richard de Dunstanville in 1 141.

Earliest physical evidence of Ihifiin in Scillv is contained anu)ltg bonc rctnains unearthed thc

Age 10 Earlv (',hristian period at archaeological sites on Nornour in the Eastern Isles and at Mav's
I-lill on nearby St Martins ('I-urk 1984a, 1984b). Unusually anion's' British archaeological sites, Razorbill

Alca Guillenlt)t Uria and Puffin were the three nuyst frequently encountered species (in that
order ) Scillonian 1M deposits (Turk 1984.1 Penhallurick ( | 969 ) speculated on "'hen the culture

eating seabirds Inay have ended on Scilly, pointing out that an 1818 inquiry into thc hardships of 01B

island lite revealed no evidence of it continuing.
Given "'hat has already been said about this species in Scillv durin•-: thc 14th century, it conrs as no

surprise to find a large anu of early historical iniörtnation available. In his "'riting.s of about 147(),
Ilotoner noted its present on Tresco Botoner 1478 ' , and around 1533 1.ciand ( Hearne 171 thought it

abundant about thc islands, whilst, interestingly. in the 1 8th century, Heath ( 1 75() ) was perhaps lilistakcn
in iistill'.-y it species occurring in Scillv during Ilorlase visited Scillv 1752 and recorded the

lh1fTin situation in considerable detail (Borlase 1 756), noting thev 'verv nuruerous', that thev 'build
upon the deserted rocks. and are of a fishy taste', though he personaliv saw 'but fexC and assunwd they

'hatching or attending their young'. He ais•o rennarkcd, logically, that as Crown Rent had been paid

31
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at', thc he 'evas perhaps \vrong in assttllling they were valued noore their ficathers than their

flesh .

hundred vcars later, E H Rodd it onlv occasionally observed on the Land's End clim in
-Cornu•all, pointily—y out that its favourite haunts u•ere he described as some of the precipitous
of Scillv (Rc idd 188() i. Predictablv, the carlv 2()th century Zoologist account of 'The Birds of Scillv

1m )Alnes Clark and Rodd's nephew Francis paints the clearest picture (Clark & Rodd 1906), stating that

Annet it bred in 'thousands' alon•srside Manx Shearvcaters and providing a graphic account of an island

H'ith burro',vs of both species •that in walking across one Sinks to the knee everv tvco or three
Through thc caving in of the roofs'. Clark & Rodd also pointed out that on Scillv Rock in the

in the Eastern Isles, it normallv laid its on the bare rock.•'iu•rn Isles and on Men-a-Vaur
they also listed a nunaber of other sites xvhere Puffin bred up until at least the late 19th centurv,

.
. ?.osevear and Melledgan in the Western Isles, Niincarlo, Castle Bryher and Round Island in the Northern

other of the Innisvc in the Eastern Isles. ()thers noting theand Great Ganinnick and one or

ence and abundance of Puffins around this tinne, but particularly on Annet, include F A Walker ( 1 871 )
,pres•

1907 and H W Robinson 191 la).

ünnbcrs of Puffins declined drannaticallv in Britain during the earlv to centilrv, greatest

.
tians occurring in England during the period 192()—5(). Parslow ( 1967a ) considered thc Annet decline

; he range of irotn birds in to belou• 1()() bv the This sanu• situation was
110 other areas, e.g. on Lundy Island in North l)evon they decreased flom 'incredible nutnbers' in
just 93 pairs bv 1962. blanned introduction of Brown Rats Rattus norpeaicus ibr lillich of

hritisln decline, particularly at island colonies, though he thought oil pollution and increased gull

predation also partly responsible, whilst other authorities thought in availability
.

' have played a nnior role. Certainly in Scilly, the huge of pilchards Sardinopsii)lVluerly caught
during thc 1 were no longer apparent by the early to though thc tinning of their

rnav have preceded that of Scillonian Ihiffins.
to various reports, ntllnber.s of Pilfiins varied during the eariv to centurv, one

being thc 1938 Illention breeding pairs on Annet, Niincarlo and Men-a-Vaur, though only in
((.'/}IVP.SAR 8), an estimated 2() pairs being present on thc first o: these three islands

( Blair 1945 ). I•lowevcr, by 1946 it was being described as •greatly dinninishcd'cn vears later
colony' still on Annet bill only one or two pairs on Men-a-Vaur. Nevertheless, bv 1959 'good

vcerc rcp( evident around Annet, and during June and July could be seen sitting in H nvs at

burri entrances, several also breeding in the Eastern Isles. Ilv 1961 nun)bcrs in thc islands were
and ibr thc first [line hear ofan increasing colony on St Helen's, their recent

ironn Round Island was thought attributable to thc presence of one or nnore lighthouse cats Felis

Breeding Distribution — 1999 (data

Particularly helpiill is thc 1965 account o:
pairs' Puffins breeding on Menaxvcthan and

Great Innisvoui.s in the Eastern Isles and on Castle
Brvher, Mincarlo and St I-lelcn'.s in the Northern
Isles, though thc Annet colony allegedly anlounted

vo than all of these put together.
Folloxvinu, ).selv behind thc 1967 wreck of the

M \
'

('anvon, just to the east ()i' Scilly, canne
the results of the first st ructured all-island Puffin

survey, which betvceen 9() and 140 pairs

on nine islands ( Parslou• 1967b). The lack ofprccisc
earlier data created difficulties deciding "'hether

spilled oil thc 70rrcv (ürnvon caused further It

l) ufiin Parsioxv thoueilt 1967

nvav have been down bv 10-2 on past

years. I-I(nvever, no local birds '.verc prc have

died as a result of the oil spill and 196" could
conceivablt,' have been a naturally poor breeding

seas(
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1974
5 3 ¯ 57

87_91

Western Isles

Annet
Rc 'sevear

Melledgan
Gorregan

Northern Isles

Castie llrvher
Niincarlo
Scillv Rock
N! en -a-Vaur
St Helen's

Eastern Isles

Great Innisvouis
Menawcthan
Total Pairs

50—1 ()()

12

4

1

8

8

—141

3

II

6

8

1983
5 5—79

6-10
6—1 ()

93_142

1987

4

6

12

92

1999*
47

1

11

167

en,
ha'

19

Recorded Puffin Pair Totals — Scilly (Seabird 2000 data)

The Table shows estilnated nunlbers ofPuffin pairs main all-island surveys and it should be noted
that the species no longer breeds in thc Eastern Isles, Harvey's suggestion that Brown Rats were pritnarily
responsible ( P Harvey 1983 ) perhaps being borne out by more recent work ( pers. obs. As a consequence,
an eradication progranllnc• is now in place on N'lcnawcthan and several other islands in the eastern group.
There is sotnc suggestion of an increase in overall nunlbers in Scilly since 1974, though thc 1999 Seabird
2()()() count (sec "I •able and Map) probably coincided with one of thc recent best breeding seasons.
Nevertheless, it seclus Annet nvay notec have been replaced by Mincarlo as thc main Puffin breeding site in
Scilly, with apparent substantial increases also on Scillv Rock and Men-a-Vaur. l.ack of data from other sites
creates difficulties assessing thc regional importance ofthe Scillonian populatit '11, though thc islands recently

appear to have held or Inore of thc southwest's Puflins (Lloyd ct al. 1991
eight islands holding breeding Puffins in 1999, all but St Helen's are known to be naturally rat-

free, birds on this last island being confined to a group Ofsix ro ten holes in a vertical iow earth cliff. Some
ot-these holes may be inaccessible to rats but others are clearly not, and in an attempt to improve productivitv
a scries of ncxv holes "'erc recently tnanufactured in the sheer face, at least sonw of which arc now in use,

a St Helen's rat-clearance progranunc• is also in place.

Some observers, e.g. A A Dorricn-Snlith ( („'BWPS'AR 16), blanwd early 2()th century Scillonian Puffin

and Manx .ShCarvcater declines on the concotnitant increase in Great Black-backed Gulls Inrus marinus.
I-iowcvcr, recent declines in other species, e.g. Herring Gull L. argentatits have been matched by

reductions in Great Black-backed Gulls, and direct evidence that this species caused declines in any other
species in Sciliv is lacking still. Early observers nyay have iåilcd to between good and bad

breeding seasons, and thc report of an evening rafi of 93 Puffins off Annet in Julv 195() suggested that

there ivere perhaps greater than 2() pairs ( (,'BIVP.SAR 2()), birds also being noted that year on Men-a-Vatil'
alier an alleged absence thc previous season.

( additional factor worth considering in relation to Annet's
Puffins is thc likely ilnpact of thc wreck of the SS ('.nstlcfin•d on nearby ( :rebawerhan on 8th June 1887,

when, according to reports, at least 25() out of head of cartlc on board were rescued and tetnporariiy

landed on Annet. Although reportedly these anililal.s only re:nained on the island son)c• ten days 'They
tranlpled evervthinu to pieces, broke in all thc Shearxvaters' holes, probablv destroying nmny birds, and

Inade a ruin of evervthin•—" Gurnev ISS9 ). Undoubtedlv, Puffins would have been sinlilariv affected
and, interestinQ'lYA unlike other writers, Gurney suggested that all or so cattle were landed on
Annet.

Linlited infilt•nntion is available on Puffin return dates, but an early fi•om the Bishop Rock
l.ighthouse recorded thenl as first noted fioni 3rd March in 1886 (Harvie-Brown ct al. 1 887 J, and, sitnilarl.v,
in 191 1 they were recorded returning to their nesting grounds fioni 22nd March (Ogilvie-Grant 1912c).

During noost ot' the ten vears 199(), first birds were present between 1 9th and 28th March, last
colony sightinus occurring bett,seen 25th Julv and 8th Altuust. Si'2htings outside the breeding season



Sandgrouse

during this sanie period restricted to a handful of October observations and the even more occasional
report, e.g. one off St Mary's Quay on 27th December 1993. The slightly larger arctic-a occurs in
during winter but is mainly identified from tideline remains, and therefbre attention should be paid

any dead individuals found in Scilly. As much as anything, the seven Puffins ringed in Scilly up until the
of 1999 testify to the level of 20th century reductions in the Scillonian population, with five of these

haling been ringed prior to 1970. There are few recaptures, the only notable record involving a bird from
northern France found apparently breeding on Annet during May 1936.

Puffin pair,'nest counts

167

150
1 00

00

sources: 1967* —- Parslow 1967b; 1969 = Lloyd ctal. 1991; 1974* = Allen 1974-77; 1977
1977; 1983 =

P Harvey 1983; 1987 = Birkin & Smith 1987; 1999 = Seabird 2000 - unpublished data
veraged total

Clontrols
132682 Ad Sept Ilies, Core du Nord, France 6th July 1 934 BR An net May 1936

l%ufiän Ringing Recaptures

eaiias's Sandgrouse Syrrhaptes paradoxus A BBRC 0%

Extremely rarc vagrant, full written description required by the BBRC.
1 863 ()ne (dead nmlg) St Agnes 23rd Junc Rodd 1863c•, Rodd 1880; Clark & Rodd 1906
1863 Small flock Scilly Junc 1863 Rodd 1863c
1888 Eight to ten St Martin's 15th Mav Clark & Rodd

Breeds central Asia, from Kazakhstan east to Manchuria and China. Mainly sedentary blit subject to irregular

and irruptions, sonlctinu•.s of-considerable magnitude, reaching western Europe and sometitncs
ic.iding to tenipor•arv range extensions. Northern populations Inorc inclined to liligratc, probably in response

extent of-winter snovc. Monotypic.
A dead nnalc of this highlv irruptive and extretnely attractive species was fi)Ltnd

on St Agnes on 23rd
1863 and described by E H Rodd in the Zoologist (Rodd 1863c). Its discovery coincided with thc

appearance of a snmll flock in Scillv (Clark & Rodd which presunvably förmcd part of thc big
.1Sion of Britain that year (Newton 1864; Rodd 188()). The skin of thc St Agnes Inale was preserved by

cnzance taxidermist Vingoe, who reported that it was in •ahighly developed condition Rodd also recorded
It:nnale shot near l.and's End, Cornwall, in the second week of June the sanie vear, this too being sent to

. tngoe för preservation. This bird was also in good condition and had a well-developed ovarv, which

Pallas's Sandgrouse arrival dates

Jan Feh Mar Apr May Jun

321

Aug Sep Oct


