
Meanwhile if you have any 

ideas, photos or stories to 

share then please send 

them in.  
 

Angie Gall  

Marine Project Officer 
angiegall@ios-wildlifetrust.org.uk    

School invited the Isles of Scilly 

Wildlife Trust to Samson as part 

of a long standing tradition 

ôSamson Picnic Dayõ. We really 

enjoyed the day and ran 3 

activities for the children to get 

involved in; a mini-beast hunt,  a 

sponge relay game and beach 

art. The beach art was the 

biggest success with over 20 

framed sand pictures being 

made on the beach. The 

children worked in teams and 

the best pictures were given a 

prize.  

 Sunset over Samson.  

Photo: Beccy Oliver 

Marine Education  

The summer is in full 

swing and there are so 

many activities happening 

through the Isles of Scilly 

Marine Biodiversity 

Project, but if you 

havenõt got involved yet 

it is not too late. Come 

and see us at one of the 

island fetes, or even help 

us to run our stall as 

part of National Marine 

Week, or come and 

meet Beccy and Ben to 

take part in a 

Shoresearch survey or a 

Rockpool Ramble. 

 

This is the anniversary 

issue of this newsletter 

and we hope you have 

enjoyed these little 

updates and all the 

photos but there is not 

much time to pause for 

reflection, we need to 

get out and make the 

most of the field season. 

I am looking forward to 

our next Seasearch 

diving week when we 

will have Professor Juliet 

Brodie and a team of 

volunteers looking at 

seaweeds both 

underwater and on the 

shores around the 

islands. We will let you 

know all about it in the 

next newsletter. 

Jaclyn, our new Marine 

Awareness Officer, has been 

busy organising a number of 

activities for the school 

children on the islands. As a 

follow up to last years marine 

educational activities run 

through the Marine 

Biodiversity Project, Jaclyn has 

been visiting the junior classes 

again and taking them onto 

the shore for rockpooling, 

worm hunting and dolphin 

feeding games. The children 

were all given our new Isles of 

Scilly Rockpool Guide as part 

of their day so they can enjoy 

the shore in their free time. 

As a thank you for running 

these trips the Five Islands 

The Isles of Scilly Marine Biodiversity Project  

Check out the website for 

news and events  

www.ios -wildlifetrust.org.uk  
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Beneath Scillyõs Sparkling Seas 

School children doing 

educational activities with 

us. Photo: Jaclyn Pearson  

Beach art, by the school 

children. Photo: Beccy Oliver  



community and braved the gales to 

snorkel around Periglis, St Agnes in 

amongst the thong weed and kelp.  

Victoria Whitehouse from Cornwall 

Wildlife Trust who organised the trip 

said ôit was great to have a chance to 

The surveying season is now well under 

way and the first week of 

Shoresearches took place on the spring 

tides in July. This year the focus is on 

surveying the off islands; so far Carn 

Near (Tresco) and Killier Porth (St 

Agnes) have been surveyed, as well as 

two sites on St Marys. One of our 

If you would like to get involved this 

year please get in contact with Beccy  

at The Isles of Scilly Wildlife Trust 

RebeccaOliver@ios-

wildlifetrust.org.uk, 01720 422153.   

No experience is required and full 

training will be given. 

most exciting finds were two seven 

armed starfish; which although are 

relativity common here are not very 

often found on mainland shores.  

The surveys are carried out by Beccy 

Oliver and local volunteers, and are 

very simple to do. 3 zones of the shore 

are studied and 2 quadrats 

(measurement squares) are placed in 

each zone. All species within a quadrat 

are identified and their abundance 

recorded. These surveys are important 

for monitoring species change and the 

effects of global warming, and will lead 

to a better understanding of whether 

and how our shores are changing.  

Shoresearch 

that are being found in these waters 

and the smaller fish which are caught as 

by-catch. Dougõs visit was a success and 

over 20 local fishermen were given fish 

recording packs. We have already had 

some recording forms back and are 

very grateful for the fishermansõ time.  

As well as commercial fishermen, 

recreational anglers, rockpoolers and 

anyone else who catches or sees fish 

can help with this study. If you would 

like to get involved then please pop 

into the Wildlife Trust Information 

Centre for a fish recording pack.  

Fish and Fishing Study 

see all the work the Isles of Scilly 

Wildlife Trust is doing and see some of 

the marine life that the Isles of Scilly 

Marine Biodiversity Project is working 

to protect. We even saw a basking 

shark on the way to St Agnes!õ 

Heads of Conservation from all the 

Wildlife Trusts in the south west 

region have quarterly meetings to share 

ideas and discuss regional strategies. 

This time was the turn for The Isles of 

Scilly Wildlife Trust to host the 

meeting, which unfortunately coincided 

with the wettest and windiest day of 

the month. The meeting was spread 

across 2 days, one was spent with our 

marine team on St Agnes the other on 

Samson and St Maryõs with the Trustõs 

wardens looking at the path and 

archaeology clearance and our 

conservation grazing work.  

The visiting Heads of Conservation 

were treated to a guided visit to one of 

our Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) 

habitats, the intertidal underboulder 

Heads of conservation field visit  
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Angler fishing off vessel South of 

islands.  Photo: Doug Herdson  

Lower shore quadrat, St Agnes.  

Photo: Alison Pitts  

You may remember in our first ever 

issue of this newsletter about Doug 

Herdson who had come here to study 

the fish found around the Isles of Scilly. 

This year he has returned to encourage 

fisherman to report which fish they are 

catching using our new fish 

identification guides.  

The Fish and Fishing Study is 

particularly interested in rare species 

Samson hill, looking at archaeology 

clearance. Photo Lucy Rodgers  

Heads of conservation go snorkeling. 

Photo: Lucy Rodgers 

Volunteers on a Shoresearch.  

Photo: Beccy Oliver 


