
Seas and how you can 

get involved through our 

events and training 

opportunities. 

It should be a great 

summer! 

Angie Gall  

Marine Project Officer 

surveys are being undertaken 

during spring tides, ideal for 

adults who wish to learn about 

the marine environment. Jaclyn 

our new awareness officer is 

also running events for the 

local school children and 

church groups and teaching 

childminders some basic 

shoreline activities. Keep an 

eye out and get in contact for 

more info. 

 Beccy and Jaclyn - Watch out for 

our marine events this summer. 

Photo: Liz Grenfell  

Rockpooling 

The field season is now 

in full swing and this is 

the busiest and most 

interesting time of year 

for the Isles of Scilly 

Marine Biodiversity 

Project. We have some 
exciting new changes to 

the Project as we now 

have a team of marine 

staff. Iõm still working as 

the Project Officer but 

Iõm now joined by 

Beccy Oliver who will 

be leading the shore 

surveys and Jaclyn 

Pearson whoõll run the 

education side of the 

project. We also have 

Ben Cowburn, a 

volunteer, who will be 

running rockpool 

rambles throughout the 

summer. Between us 

we hope to make the 

Project even better 

than last year.   

In this newsletter you 

can read about some of 

the reef surveys and 

shore mapping that we 

have already done and 

we have an update from 
Paul Semmens, our 

wildlife surveyor on the 

Scillonian. Plus find out 

how our work fits into 

The Wildlife Trustõs 

national vision for Living 

The rocky shore is a great 

habitat to explore in the 

summer and low tide is the 

best time to walk around 

and have a search in 

amongst the seaweed. This 

year at the IOS Wildlife 

Trust we have a number of 

different activities on the 

rocky shore, so keep your 

eyes peeled for information 

on posters and at the 

information centre.  

Rockpool Rambles will be 

taking place on a regular 

basis led by Ben and include 

one of our new rockpool 

guides to all children. As 

well as this Shoresearch 

The Isles of Scilly Marine Biodiversity Project  

Check out our Facebook page 

for more photos  
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Rockpool Ramble. Photo: Beccy 

Child looking at rockpool finds. 

Photo: Angie Gall  



do this work from land so we have 

been doing much of it from boats 

(Thanks to St Martins Dive School and 

Island Sea Safaris). Each stretch of 

shore is split into layers according to 

the biotope which generally match 

Fantastic weather in May meant that 

our ten Seasearch survey dive 

volunteers were able to get to sites 

all around the islands to continue our 

work in discovering all we can about 

the islandsõ special subtidal habitats, 

particularly our reefs and tideswept 

channels such as Smith Sound. David 

and Sarah focused on the seaslugs 

year. We were joined by local 

Seasearch diver Ian and were 

entertained, well looked after and 

provided for by our fantastic skipper 

Dave McBride. We dived 12 sites, 

most of which were new and had 

never been surveyed, for which we 

are very grateful to Tim Allsop for his 

local knowledge. 

Ocean sunfish. Photo: Paul Semmens  

Ali doing Seasearch. Photo: Angie Gall  

and came across 27 different species 

during the week including the rare 

species Atagema gibba. They also 

celebrated their 900th dive together 

on a newly surveyed reef near St 

Martinõs. Ali focused on the often 

overlooked ôturf speciesõ which are 

mainly bryozoans and hydroids that 

cover most rocks below the kelp 

zone and often need microscope 

work to identify them. Claire 

returned again this year to take 

further sponge samples from our 

famous ôsponge gardensõ and managed 

to find Axinella flustra again which is a 

new species for the UK that she only 

discovered on our Seasearch trip last 

Seasearch 

porpoises, Rissoõs dolphins and some 

very playful common dolphins. Other 
exciting news was a basking shark 

which came in close to the islands and 
was witnessed by a group of 

Seasearch divers whilst underwater, 
The Scillonian even had to wait 

before it could depart from St. Maryõs 
harbour because a shark was in the 
way! Paul also recently saw his first 

ocean sunfish of the year on 26th May. If you are travelling on the Scillonian 
remember to keep your eyes peeled!   

Scillonian sightings 

succession of lichen, barnacles and 

seaweeds down the shore. The 

survey method, which has been used 

widely by Wales and by Dorset 

Wildlife Trust proved successful and 

lots of ground was covered. We 

intend to continue to map the 

intertidal 

areas of 

the Isles of 

Scilly over 

the 

summer.   

The members of the marine team 

were busy in June learning a new 

surveying method allowing us to 

produce GIS (Geographical 

information systems) maps of the 

intertidal coastal habitats of Scilly. 

This is thanks to Paul Brazier from 

Countryside Council for Wales 

(CCW) who kindly came over to 

Scilly to teach us. Each habitat is given 

a biotope code, and its extent 

marked on aerial photos. So far we 

have mapped White Island (St 

Martins), the south and west side of 

St Maryõs and St Agnes. The steep 

cliffs and headlands make it difficult to 

Intertidal surveys.  
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Paul Semmens onboard the Scillonian. 

Photo: Ben Volant  

Sponge Garden. Photo: Sally Sharrock  

Since April the Scillonian has been 

back in full service so is our resident 
marine wildlife surveyor Paul 

Semmens. 
He has 

already 
seen many 

species of 
mammals 
including 

harbour 

Angie recording the Biotopes.  

Photo Beccy Oliver  

Intertidal zonation, on steep cliff. 

Photo: Beccy  Oliver 


